
  C r a i g  R a w l i n g s , 
M C DC’ s  sm al lw oo d e n -

t er p ris e  a gen t, is  hos t -
i ng  a tou r of  W est er n 
M o n t a n a  b u s i n e s s e s  

a n d  pu bl ic  f ac i l i t ies  t o  
sh owc ase  new p ro c -

ess es , new  pr o du c ts , 
a n d n ew m ar kets  f o r 
w oo d f rom  sma l l  d i -

a mete r t rees .  The  tou r 
w i l l  v i s i t  e ach  of  th e  

v enu es  l is te d i n  th e  
g r a phi c  to  t he  ri gh t .  
A n yone  is  we lc ome t o  

a t t e n d .   C o n t a c t    
C r a i g  R a wl i n g s  f o r 

mo re  inf o :  4 0 6 - 72 8 -
9 2 3 4 .  

Smallwood Week in Western Montana 

October 2004 

Montana Tree Farm Annual Meeting 

O n S atu r da y , Oc to ber 
2 n d ,  t h e  M o n t a n a 

T r ee  Fa rm  o rg ani za -
t ion  wi l l  h ol d i t s  an -
nu al  mee tin g  an d  f ie l d 

d a y t ou r in  the  Lolo  
C ree k  are a sou th west  

of  M iss ou la .  

T he  d ay ’ s  eve nts  wi l l  
i nclu d e  a  v is i t  to  the  

J e a n  a n d  C h a r l e s  
P a r k e r  p r o p e r t y , 

wh ich  w as  r ec og nize d 
a s  M o n t a n a’ s  T r ee  
F a rm of  the  ye a r in  

2 0 0 0 .  V is i to rs  w i l l  be  
a b le  to  see  how  the  

P a rke rs  pr a ct i ce  low -
im p a ct  su st ain a ble  f or -
es tr y  i n  t he i r Dou g las -

f i r an d po n de ros a pine  
f o res t .  

N e xt  the  tou r wi l l  
s t o p  a t  P au l  R os -
s ig nol ’ s  1 ,25 0  a cr e  t ree  

f arm  t o  v iew  his  e f f o rts  
i n  co nve rt in g  dense  

D ou g las -f ir  s t an ds  to  
mo re  o pen f o res ts  of  
p i ne  an d la rc h .  

MSU Extension Forestry 

Check it out: 
 

• Judge tosses lawsuit over 

timber sale click here 

• Canada scores victory in 
Softwood Lumber Dispute 

click here 

• Drying wood with micro-
waves click here 
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Inside this issue: 

F in al l y ,  T re e  F ar m 
w il l  h ost  a ba r be qu e , 

s i len t  au c tio n , an d  a n -
nu al  a wa r ds  b an qu e t  
a t  the  ru st i c Lu m be r -

j a ck  Sa loon .  

T he  tou r cos ts  $ 2 0 

p e r  per son  an d  is  l im -
i te d t o  1 00 at ten de es .  
T he  gr ou p wil l  s t ar t  a t  

9 : 0 0 AM  f r om the  Lol o  
S h o p p i n g  C e n t e r .  

C l i ck  he re  f o r m or e  
i nf o rma tio n .  

Date*  Venue*  Description 

9/21/2004 Tricon Timber  A new flooring production           
St. Regis, MT   line  

9/21/2004 Dance Studio Installed flooring that was     
Missoula, MT   produced from small wood 

9/22/2004 Pyramid Lumber Newly installed moisture meter 
Seeley Lake, MT technology  

9/22/2004 Eagle Stud Co. A newly installed  cogeneration        
 Hall, MT   plant creates electricity      

9/23/2004 Traveler’s Rest View a structure made from 
Lolo, MT   small diameter roundwood 

9/23/2004 Porterbilt  Bridge parts and furniture made 
Hamilton, MT  from small wood 

9/23/2004 Darby High School View Darby School, the first in 
Darby, MT  the West to heat with wood 

9/23/2004 Darby Library An innovative truss system 

*Contact Craig Rawlings 406-728-9234, ext. 203 for specific times 

and locations.   

mailto:crawlings@mtcdc.org
http://www.mttreefarm.org/newsaug04.htm
http://www.missoulian.com/articles/2004/09/14/mtracker/news/22timber.txt
http://www.usitc.gov/er/nl2004/er0910bb1.htm
http://www.innovations-report.de/html/berichte/agrar_forstwissenschaften/bericht-33479.html
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A  c ou ple  of  y ea rs  ag o ,  Amy 
R a gs d ale ,  a  D an ce  Pr of ess or 

a t  t he  U niv ers i t y  of  M on ta na , 
a n d  he r  hu sb an d ,  ou t do or 
w ri te r Pet er  S ta rk ,  we re  in -

v olv e d  in  tw o  p roje ct s  – 
b u i l d in g a  da nce  s tu dio  at  

t he i r  M issou l a  h ome  an d 
t h in nin g  8 0  a c res  of  l ar ch  
a n d  f i r on  p ro p er ty  the y own 

i n  M iss ou la’ s  R att lesn ake  
V a l ley .    

T he  cou ple  h i re d  M a tt  
A r no ,  a  p r of ess i on al  res to ra -
t ion  f or este r ,  t o  do  the  t h in -

n in g .   S ta rk  an d  Ra gs d ale  
so on  le ar ne d  th at  A rno 

p l ann e d  o n  se l l in g  the  
t h in ne d tr ees  to  th e  l oc al  pa -
p e r m il l .   

T hi nki ng  the re  mu s t  b e  a 
h ighe r  valu e  f or  the  t imb er , 

S t ar k  beg an  d oin g  s ome  re -
se a rch  an d  le a rne d  th at  the  

sm al l - d iame te r , t i ght - g ra in  
l ar ch  th at  h a d  gr own  on  h is  
p r o pe rty ’ s  no rt h  f a cin g  s lo pe  

c ou l d  b e  u se d  as  f l oo rin g .  
T he  cou pl e  qu ic kly  re al i ze d 

t ha t  the i r  pr oje cts  co mp l i -
me nte d  e ach  o the r – the  
t ree s  f r om  t he  th inn in g  cou l d 

b e  u se d  to  m ake  the  f l oo rin g 
ne e de d f o r the  d an ce  s tu di o.    

A f te r  mo re  rese ar ch ,  S ta rk  
l oc ate d  San d y J ames  of  D i l -
l on ,  M on tan a ,  who  ag re e d to  

c u sto m saw ,  d ry ,  a n d  mil l  the  
l ar ch  lo gs  i nto  f l oo rin g .   In  

e xch an ge ,  Jam es  re ce i ve d 
se ve ral  t ru c klo a ds  of  f ir  lo gs  
f rom S ta rk ’ s  p ro p er ty .   

N e xt , Sh an non  O’ K eef e , a 
p r of ess ion al  f loo ri ng  c on -

t r ac to r , ins t al l e d the  f loo r -
i ng .   Eve ry one  ag ree d  th at  
t he  l a rch ’ s  ho ney  c olo re d 

w oo d  a n d  sm al l ,  da rk  p in  
k nots  g av e  t he  f l oo r  ( an d 

d a nc e  s tu dio)  beau ti f u l  cha r -
a c ter .   I n  f a ct ,  eve ry one  w as  
so  s at is f ie d  w ith  the  ou tc ome 

of  t he  du al  p roj ec ts  th at  
S t ar k , A rno ,  a n d O’ Keef e  pe r -

su a de d  Miss ou la  a rea  na tu r al  
r esou r ces  c onsu l ta nt  an d 
l awy er ,  M ike  W oo d ,  t o  jo in  

t hem  i n  f o rmin g  No rt h  S lo pe  
S u st ai na ble  W oo d , LL C .   

T o d ay ,  t he  f i rm  of f ers  r an -
d om  len gth  ton gu e  an d 

g r oov e  f lo or in g  in  wi d ths  be -

t ween  2”  a n d 6 ” .  Al l  o f  the  
f l oor in g  is  m il le d  f rom  l ar ch  

l ogs  p r o du ce d  on  A r no’ s  
t h in nin g p roj ec ts .    

A d mi tte d ly ,  sa les  s t a rte d 

s l ow  f o r  N or ths l o pe .  Re -
c ent ly ,  h owev er ,  th i ng s  h ave  

p i cke d  u p as  the  f i rm h as  
m a de  a r ra ngem ent s  with  T ri -
c on  T im be r  of  S t .  Reg is ,  M T 

t o  s aw  a n d d ry  A rno’ s  l ar ch  
l ogs .  Bu ckeye  H a r dwo o ds  of  

A r lee ,  M T  th en  m il l s  the  lu m -
b e r  i nto  f lo or in g .   On  the  
m ar ket in g s i de ,  m any  or de rs  

a re  ex pe ct e d  th is  f a l l  bec au se  
N o rth s lo pe  w i l l  be  f e atu re d 

i n  an  Ou ts id e  m ag az ine  s to ry , 
a  we bs i te  w as  re cen tly  e s t ab -
l ishe d ,  a n d M issou la  a r chi -

t ec ts  Ka te  Su the rla n d an d  Ja -
so n  Lon ski ,  ha ve  be gu n 

s pe ci f y in g  u s e  of  
N o rth s lo pe ’ s  f loo ri ng  in  sev -
e ra l  M i ssou l a ar ea homes .     

T o  le a rn  mo re ,  con ta ct  
M i ke  W o o d at  4 0 6 -3 27 - 112 3 .  

Dance Floor Project Sparks New Montana Forest Products Business 

Left to Right:  Peter Stark, Matt Arno, Shannon 

O’Keefe, and Mike Wood—Partners in North 
Slope Sustainable Wood, LLC 

Amy Ragsdale’s Missoula dance studio with 

flooring made from small diameter larch  

http://www.northslopewood.com/
mailto:wood@montana.com
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F r e n c h t o w n ,  M o n t a n a —      
M o nt an a’ s  on ly  pa pe r m anu -

f ac tu re r ,  Smu rf i t - Sto ne  Con -
t ai ne r C or po r at ion , p ro du ces   
l ine rb oa r d  pa pe r  whi ch  is  

u s e d  t o  m a k e  c o r r u g a t e d 
b o xes .   

 I n  20 0 3 , t he  ra w m ate ri als  
c onsu m e d b y the  mil l  in -
c lu de d a bou t  17 3 ,0 0 0 ton s  of  

r ec yc le d c a r dbo a r d , 3 65 , 00 0 
t ons  of  ho g f u e l  ( chi p pe d 

b a rk  a n d l og gi ng  s l ash ,  whi ch  
i s  bu r ne d  to  gene ra te  some  of  
t h e  m i l l ’ s  e l e c t r i ci t y  a n d 

p r o c e s s  s t e a m) ,    a b o u t  
2 9 0 , 0 00  t ons  of  pu l p woo d 

l ogs , an d 9 70 , 0 0 0 to ns  of  
s awmi l l  res i du es  ( ch i ps  p ro -
d u ce d f rom  a  s awmi l l ’ s  s la bs , 

e d gi ngs ,  an d  t rimm in gs) .  To  
p u t  these  nu m ber s  in  p er -

s pe ct ive , assu me a l og tru ck  
o r  ch i p va n ca n ca r ry  25  t ons  
of  w oo d .   Th is  me ans  the  m il l  

u se d a bou t  3 2 t ru c klo a ds  of  
p u l p  lo gs , 4 0 tru ckl oa ds  of  

ho g f u e l , an d 1 0 6 t ru cklo a ds  
of  w oo d  ch i ps  eve ry  d ay  of  
t he  y ea r in  2 00 3 .   

 H a vin g  a  m ar ket  f o r s aw -
mi l l  r es i du es  i s  im po rt ant  f or 

M o nt an a’ s  sa wmil ls  bec au se  
i t  al lows  t hem  to  gene r ate  
r eve nu e  f r om ma te ri al  th at  

w as  s im pl y  bu r ne d in  the  
p a st .   Sim il arl y , l an d owne rs  

f ace d  wi th  cost ly  f ore st  m an -
a ge ment  a ct i vi t ies  an d the  

su bse qu en t  n ee d to  d is pose  

of  lo gg in g s l ash , ca n se l l  ho g 
f u e l  an d pu l pw oo d to  the  

mi l l —the re by  of f se tt i ng  f o r -
es t  m ana gem ent cos ts  an d 
e l imi na tin g the  nee d to  bu rn 

l og gi ng  s l ash .   

 T he  mil l  h a d  a  f ru st ra t in g 

h is to ry  of  s t o p an d  s t a rt  
p u l pw oo d  pr ocu reme nt , bu t  
t ha t  h as  c han ge d  ac co r din g 

t o  S mu rf i t - Sto ne  are a p ro -
c u r e m e n t  m a n a g e r ,  R i c k  

F r a n k e .   “ W h e n  S m u r f i t  
me r ge d wi th  S ton e  Con ta ine r 
i n  1 9 98 ,  t he  m a n a ge me nt 

p h i l os o p h y ch a n g e d , ”  s a i d 
F r anke .   “Ins tea d  of  con t rol -

l i n g p a p e r  p r o d u c t i on  by 
i d l in g mil l s  o r  p a pe r m a -
c h i n es  f o r sh o r t  p e r i o d s , 

S mu rf i t - St one  clos e d sev er al  

Montana’s only Paper Mill is an Important Forest Products Market  

August 2004 

le ss  pr of i t a ble  m il l s . ”  As  a 
r esu l t , the  M on tan a m il l  h as  

s t e a d i l y  b o u g h t  p u l p w o o d 
s inc e  the  me rg er .     The  m il l  
c u r ren tly  p ays  a b ase  p ri ce  of  

$ 2 6 p er  to n f o r pu l pw oo d 
l ogs  de l i ve re d to  the  m il l .  

A n  a d dit ion al   hau l in g  co st  
a l lo wan ce  is  some time s  p ai d 
a s  the  hau l  d is t an ce  f r om the  

mi l l  i nc re ases .  The  mi l l  bu ys  
p u l pw oo d ac ros s  th e  s ta te .   

 F or  mo re  i nf o rma ti on ab ou t  
ho g  f u e l ,  sa wmil l  res i du e ,  o r 
p u l p w o o d m a rk e ts  c o n t a ct  

o ne  of  Smu rf i t - S tone ’ s    p ro -
c u re ment  f o rest ers :  

J im  M ou n tjo y    4 0 6 - 6 26 -5 2 95  
E d  L am b          4 06 - 6 2 6 -2 4 89        
Chu ck  Se e ley     4 0 6 - 6 26 -5 2 9 4 

J im  S im pso n    40 6 - 6 26 - 5 2 9 4  

The Smurfit-Stone Paper Mill near Frenchtown, Montana 

mailto:jmountjoy@smurfit.com
mailto:elamb@smurfit.com
mailto:cseeley@smurfit.com
mailto:jsimpson@smurfit.com


Calendar of Upcoming MSU Extension Forestry Events 

Montana State University Extension Forestry is a branch of 

the MSU Extension Service and is housed cooperatively with Col-

lege of Forestry and Conservation at the University of Montana in 

Missoula, Montana.  

The mission of Extension Forestry is to provide education and out-

reach to non-industrial private forest landowners, forestry indus-

try, and other forestry-related organizations in Montana.   

Extension Forestry carries out its mission by providing its clients 

with educational workshops, publications, news releases, bro-

chures, and videos.  Common topics include forest stewardship 

planning, forest insect and disease, windbreaks/living snow 

fences, alternative forest management practices, wildfire hazard 

reduction, forest products marketing, and tree pruning & care.   

Montana Tree Farm               
Annual Conference 

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM                         
October 2                                        
Lolo 

 

  

 

 

M SU  E xte n s ion  F o re s try  
32 C ampu s  Drive ,  M S 0606 

M is s ou la,  M T 5 98 1 2 

 
Ph o ne :  406- 243- 2773 

F ax:  406- 243- 471 5  
 

MSU Extension Forestry 

 

 

For further information 
about any of these events 
contact: 

 

Caren Stewart             
406-243-2773 
extfor@forestry.umt.edu  

We’re on the Web: 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm  

 

Di d  a  fri end  s end  t h i s  newsl et t er t o you ?   

I f  s o,  s ign up  a nd w e ca n se nd t he  ne w s lett er  d ir e ct ly  t o 

y our  ema il a ddre s s .    

Do you  h a ve c omm ent s,  st ory  i d ea s,  o r ot h er    

su ggest i ons?  

I f  s o,  s e nd t he m t o Roy  A nde rs on,  ne w s le tt er  e dit or  

Montana State University Extension Service is an ADA/EO/AA/Veteran's Preference                                       

Employer and education outreach provider. 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm
mailto:roy.anderson@forestry.umt.edu
mailto:roy.anderson@forestry.umt.edu
mailto:extfor@forestry.umt.edu

