
At a time when much of 

the Inland West’s timber 

industry is in a slump, Lee 

Alt, who comes from a 

Drummond based timber 

family, has opened Blackfoot 

Timber Products in Lincoln, 

MT. 

The old R&R mill just 

east of Lincoln has sat idle 

since the early 1990s, but 

today the sounds of heavy 

machinery, new and re-built 

equipment and large con-

veyers moving the fresh cut 

timber fill the air.  With tim-

ber in his blood, it was a 

natural progression for Alt 

to open his own sawmill.  

His father owns and oper-

ates the Eagle Stud Mill in 

Drummond, MT and he has 

Blackfoot Timber Products Reopens Sawmill 

August 2005 

Western US Lumber Production hits 14 year high 
In 2004, Western US 

lumber production hit a 14-

year high.  

According to the West-
ern Wood Products Asso-

ciation, the 18.8 billion 
board feet produced at 

Western sawmills in 2004 
was 6.6% above 2003 lev-
els.  It is also the highest 

volume reported since 
1990, when 20.8 billion 

board feet was produced.  

Oregon was the top 
lumber-producing state 

with 7.13 billion feet. 
Washington sawmills pro-
duced 5.46 billion board 

feet. Together, the two 
states accounted for 32% of 

total U.S. lumber output 
for the year.  Montana 
mills, in contrast, produced 

about 700 million board 
feet in 2004—continuing 

the state’s long-term de-

clining production trend that 
started in 1990.    

Americans used 61.8 bil-
lion feet of lumber in 2004, 
up 8.4% from the 2003 total. 

Nearly 27 billion feet—an all 
time high—was used in new 

home construction. About 
23.5 billion board feet, or 
38% of the lumber used in 

the U.S. last year, came from 
a foreign country.  
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a brother with North End 

Timber Products in Olney, 

MT. 

Blackfoot Timber Prod-

ucts does most of its logging 

on private land, bidding on 

jobs throughout Western 

and Northern Montana.  The 

sawmill cuts approximately  

15,000 board feet a day, but 

with expectation of adding 

more equipment, Alt says he 

expects to begin moving 

30,000 board feet per day.  

In the coming months he 

also expects to expand his 

employees from the current 

six to twenty. 

“We can cut anything the 

custo0mer needs,” said Alt.  

“Beams small and large, 

flooring-tongue and groove, 

we can do it.”  Most of the 

lumber available is Douglas 

fir and lodgepole pine with 

many custom orders going 

out to large building projects 

in Kalispell and Big Timber.  

Any parts of the log not used 

to make lumber are chipped 

and trucked to Missoula for 

use in the Smurfit-Stone pa-

per mill.  Alt encourages any-

one in the market for build-

ing materials to check the 

prices of Blackfoot Timber 

Products at 406-362-4598 

before heading out of the 

valley. 

This story originally ap-

peared in the Blackfoot Val-

ley Dispatch, Lincoln, MT. 

Upcoming Workshops: 

Timber Sale Management  

Anyone interested in learn-
ing about the process of sell-
ing timber is encouraged to 
attend this workshop to be 
held October 13 and 14 at  
the L ubrec ht  Forest .       
Click here for more info. 

Dry Kiln Workshop             

Personnel in the forest prod-
ucts industry are invited to a 
workshop that addresses the 
science and profession  of 
wood drying.  October 3-6, 
University of Idaho, Moscow, 
ID.  Click here for more info. 

Check it Out: 

Most Oregonians want forests 

restored after wildfire 

White House Lauds the 

Blackfoot Challenge 

Boi se Announc es N ew, 

Stronger Particleboard 
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http://www.kgw.com/environment/stories/kgw_082905_env_forest_poll.6d253ae.html
http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/BlackfootChallenge.pdf
http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/Boise.pdf
http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/TSM.pdf
http://www.cnrhome.uidaho.edu/default.aspx?pid=73921
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 A c c o rdi ng  t o  t he  N ort her n 

R o c ki e s C o ordi na t i o n C e nt e r ,  

w i l d f i r e s  i n  M o n t a n a  h a v e 

b ur ne d o ve r  5 3 ,0 0 0  a c r e s s o 

f a r  i n  2 0 0 5 .   W hi l e f i r e s a re 

s t i l l  b ur ni n g  i n so me  a r ea s,  

o f fi c i a l s i n  ot h er  a rea s a re  b e-

g i n ni n g  t o a s se s s t h e da m a g e.   

A  k e y  c o mp on e nt  o f  s uc h  a s-

s e s s m e n t s  i s  d e t e r m i n i n g 

w hi c h a rea s a re  a t  r i s k f or  fu r-

t he r  da ma g e .    

H o w c a n a  b ur n ed a r ea  b e 

f ur t h er  da ma g e d?  In t he a f-
t erma t h o f  a  f i r e ,  a r ea s fo r-

m er l y c o ver e d b y v eg e t a t i o n 

c a n b e hi g h l y su sc ept i b l e t o 

s o i l  e r o s i o n  d u r i n g  r a i n -

s t orm s.   I n a d di t i o n,  ra pi d  wa -

t er  ru n of f  c a n  l ea d t o  f l o odi ng  

i n n ea rb y st r ea m s.   A nd t hi r d,  

h ea v y se di m en t  l oa ds ma y c l og  

s t r ea m s a nd r e se r vo i r s.  

F o rt u na t e l y,  s oi l sc i e nt i st s 

a nd  h yd ro l og i st s ha v e d e v e l-

o p ed  t oo l s t o  ma na g e a rea s 

s u sc ept i b l e t o p o st -fi re er o-

s i on .  O ne o f  t he mo st  c om mo n 

i s a n a g r i c u lt ura l  st ra w  m u lc h 

t h a t  i s  s p r e a d  a c r o s s  a n 

e r oda b l e a rea .   Th e m u lc h i n-

t erc ept s ra i nfa l l a nd s l o ws wa -

t er  ru n of f ,  t h er eb y dec re a si ng  

t he c ha nc e f or  er o si on .   W hi le 

a g r i c u lt ura l st ra w i s  e f fec t i ve 

i n c ont ro l li ng  er os i o n i t  ha s 

s o m e  dr a wb a c k s — i t  c a n b e 

b l ow n of f  t h e si t e b y w i n d,  i t  

d e c omp o s e s q ui c k l y ,  a nd  i t  

ma y i nt ro duc e n ox i ou s we ed s 

i nt o ec o l og i c a l l y s e n si t i ve a r-

e a s .   

A ft er  rec og ni zi ng  t h e p ro b -

l e m s a s so c i a t ed wi t h a g r i c u l-

t u ra l st ra w , F or es t  C onc ept s 

o f  F e de ra l W a y W a shi ng t o n s et  

o ut  t o d ev e l op a n a lt er na t e 

e r osi o n c o nt r o l pr o duc t .   “W e 

s p en t  t w o y ea r s f i g ur i ng  out  

t he  s c i e nc e b e hi nd wh y  a g r i -

c ul t ura l  st ra w  d oe s wh a t  i t  

d o e s a n d t h e n c r ea t ed a  sub -

s t i t ut e ma de fr om w o od -b a s ed 

ma t er i a l s ,”  ex p la i n s J i m D oo -

l e y ,  F or e st  C o nc e pt s ,  L L C  ex -

e c ut i v e ma na g er .    

T he  r e su lt  i s  W oo d st ra w ™ - 

a  mi x  o f  lo ng  a nd s h ort  w o od 

s t ra nd s t ha t  c a n su b st i t ut ed 

f o r  a g r i c ul t ura l st ra w t o c on -
t r o l er osi o n .    W hi l e W o od -

s t ra w™  c o st s mo re  t h a n  a g r i -

c ul t ura l st ra w, Do o l e y po i nt s 

o ut  t ha t  i t ,  “ la s t s l o ng e r ,  i s  

i n h e r e n t l y  f r e e  o f  n o x i o u s 

w e ed s ,  a nd i s  l e ss  li k e l y t o 

b l ow a wa y i n t h e wi nd .”    

I d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  o p t i m u m 

s t ra nd si z e a nd b e st  b le n d b e -

t we e n lo ng  a nd sh or t  W o od -

s t ra w™  st ra n d s wa s  a  c o op era -

t i v e  e f f o r t  b e t w e e n  F o r e s t  

C o nc ept s  a n d t h e US FS  R oc k y 

M ou nt a i n R e sea rc h  S t a t i o n i n 

M o s c o w ,  I d a h o .  L a b o r a t o r y 

a nd fi e l d  t r i a ls ha ve sh ow n 

t ha t  i t  i s  a l so  m or e e f fe c t i ve i n 

c o nt r o l li n g  er osi o n t ha n a g r i -

c ul t ura l st ra w .  

T he W o od st ra w™ pr odu c t  i s  

ma de i n a  pr oc es s si mi la r  t o 

p a p e r  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  a 

s h re dd er .   F or es t  C on c e pt ’ s  

e n g i n e e r s d e v e l o p e d a  m a -

c hi n e t ha t  “ ea t s ”  s he et s of  
w o od  ve n e er  a nd  spi t s out  t he 

W o od st ra w™ st ra nd s o n t he 

o t h er  e nd .    

F o r  m or e i n fo rma t i o n a b out  

W o o d s t r a w ™  c o n t a c t          

J i m Do o l ey  a t  F or est  C o n-

c ept s ,  L L C (2 5 3)  8 38 -47 59 ,  or  

R i c h La ne  a t  N a t ura l  Re s our c e 

S o l u t i o n s  i n  M i s s o u l a ,  M T 

( 40 6 ) 7 2 1- 2 57 3 .  

Woodstraw™ a new tool for dealing with post-fire erosion problems 

No, these are not French Fries, they are Woodstraw™  strands—an erosion control product 
developed by Forest Concepts LLC.  It is intended to be used as a substitute for agricultural 
straw.  

mailto:jdooley@forestconcepts.com
mailto:rlane@naturalresourcesolutions.com
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M o n t an a  T re e  F ar me rs  w i l l  
h o l d  th e i r  An n u al  M e e t in g  an d 
F o r e s tr y  To u r  o n  Sa tu rd ay ,  O c-
t o b e r 1 ,  2 00 5 .    

T h e  d ay ’s  a c ti v it ie s  w i l l  b e g in  
a t  th e  Lu b re ch t F o re s t  h e a d-
qu a r te rs  wi th  a  p re s e n ta t io n  
a bo u t  th e  fo re s t ’s  h i s t o ry  an d 
a n  o v e rv ie w  o f  r e s e a rch  c a rr ie d 
o u t  a t  Lu br e ch t.   

L a te r  in  th e  d ay ,  a  f ie l d  to u r 
w i l l  v is i t  th e  n e a r by  E  B a r  L  
R an ch ,  wh i ch  is  o wn e d  b y  th e  

P o t te r  F a m il y .  Th e  E  B a r L  h as  
b e e n  i n  th e  Po tt e r f am i ly  fo r 
t h re e  ge n e r a ti o n s  an d  in  1 9 93 
t h e  P o t te rs  we r e  T re e  F a r me rs  
o f  th e  Ye a r.  To da y ,  B il l  an d 
B e t ty  Po tt e r  ru n  a  gu e s t  ran ch  
a n d h ar ve s t  t im be r  o n  2, 00 0 
a c re s  a lo n g th e  B la ck f o o t R i ve r.  
V a ca t io n e rs  c o me  to  th e  E  B ar  L  
R an ch  as  mu ch  fo r  th e  g ran de u r 
o f  th e  b i g  o pe n  g ro wn  po n de r-
o s a  p in e s  as  fo r  th e  go u rme t 
m e a ls ,  h o rs e b ack  ri de s ,  an d 
t r o u t  f i s h in g .   

B i l l  P o t te r ,  n o w  in  h i s  8 0' s ,  
p e rfo r ms  mu ch  o f  th e  lo gg in g 
h ims e l f  w i th  a  fa r m t ra c to r an d 
l o gg in g e qu i pme n t th at  h e  de -
s i gn e d  an d  bu il t .  Th e  e qu i p-
m e n t  w i l l  be  o f  i n te r e s t  to  s m al l  
a n d l ar ge  la n d o wn e rs  a l ik e .  Th e  
P o t te rs  h a ve  a  d e t a ile d  fo re s t  
m an age me n t  pl an  th a t  h e l ps  
e n s u r e  a  s u s t ai n e d  y ie ld  o f  t i m -
b e r.  Th e y  ar e  wo rk in g to wa r d 

Montana Tree Farm Annual Meeting set for October 1st  

c o n v e rt in g  m an y  o f  th e  e v e n -
a ge d  po n de ro s a  p in e  s t an ds  
i n to  mu lt i pl e - a ge d  s t an ds .   

U n iv e rs it y  o f  M o n t an a  S i lv i-
c u l tu re  P r o fe s s o r  C ar l  F ie d le r 
h as  e s ta b li s h e d an d  mo n i to re d 
p e rm an e n t  g ro w th  p lo ts  o n  th e  
E  B a r  L  R an ch  to  as s e s s  fo re s t  
g r o wth  in  mu l t ip le - a ge d fo re s t  
m an age me n t  s y s t e ms .  Dr .  F ie d-
l e r  w i l l  te l l  th e  g ro u p  wh a t  h e  
h as  l e a rn e d  f ro m  h i s  r e s e ar ch .    

F o l lo w in g  th e  E  B a r L  to u r,  
t h e  g ro u p  w i l l  r e tu rn  to  Lu -
b r e ch t  E x pe r ime n t al  F o re s t  fo r 
a  ca te re d  b a rb e qu e  d in n e r an d 
a w a r ds  ce r e mo n y.  Do o r  p r i ze s  
a n d m e me n to s  w il l  be  s h o we re d 
o n  th o s e  wh o  at te n d .  

A l l  a r e  we l co m e  to  a tt e n d,  
c l i ck  h e re  fo r  re g is t ra t io n  in fo .  

T h is  a r t ic l e  w as  a d a pt e d  f ro m  
t h e  A u g us t  20 05  is s u e  o f  M o n -
t a n a  T r e e  F ar m  N ew s .   

Reservoir Logs 

H u m an s  h a ve  be e n  h a rn e s s i n g 
w a te r  po we r  fo r  th o u s an ds  o f  
y e a rs .   In  th e  la s t  ce n tu ry ,  h o w-
e ve r,  w e  f i gu re d o u t h o w  to  c re -
a te  e le c t r i ci ty  f ro m  w a te r  pa s s -
i n g  th ro u gh  tu r b in e s .   As  a  re -
s u lt ,  h y d ro e le c t ri c it y  is  n o w 
p r o du ce d  a t  o ve r  2 , 00 0  s i te s  
d i s tr i bu t e d  a c ro s s  a l l  5 0  U S 
s t ate s .    

O n e  s i de - e f fe c t  o f  h y d ro e le c-
t r i c  po we r  ge n e r a ti o n  is  th a t  
v as t  a re as  o f  fo re s t la n d  ar e  n o w 
u n de r wa te r.   Th a t   f lo o d in g h as  
c o v e r e d  an  e s ti ma te d  2 00  mi l-
l i o n  t re e s  w o r l d w id e .   W h i le  
d i ve rs  an d  ba r ge s  h av e  be e n  re -
c o v e r in g  s u n k e n  lo gs  an d  t re e s  
f o r  ye ar s ,  a  n e wl y  de v e lo pe d 
t e ch n o l o g y  h a s  g re a t ly  in -
c r e a s e d  th e  e f f i c ie n cy  w ith  
w h ich  th e s e  “ re di s co ve re d ”  fo r-
e s ts  c an  be  h a rve s te d .    

T r i t o n  L o g g i n g  I n c .  o f  
S a an ich to n ,  B r it is h  C o lu m b ia 
h as  de ve lo pe d th e  S aw fi s h ,  a 
r e m o t e l y  o pe r a te d s u bme r s i b le .   
T h e  m ach in e ,  wh i ch  is  ca p ab le  
o f  h a rve s t in g a bo u t  1 00  t re e s  
p e r d ay ,  f i rs t  a t ta ch e s  a  ba l lo o n  
t o  an  u n de r w at e r  tr e e  an d th e n  
u s e s  a  5 5  in ch  s a w  b la de  to  s e -
v e re  th e  t re e  f ro m  th e  s tu m p.   
T h e  b a l l o o n  th e n  f lo at s  th e  l o g 
t o  th e  s u r fa ce .    

C o l d  te m pe ra tu re s  an d th e  
a bs e n c e  o f  o xy ge n  h ave  p re -
s e r ve d  f lo o de d  t re e s  f ro m  de -
c a y .    Th e  r e s u l t in g  lu mbe r  is  
h igh ly  s o u gh t  af te r,  e s p e c i al ly  
b y  cr af t  pe o p le  wh o  a re  in te r-
e s te d  in  th e  wo o d ’s  u n i qu e  h is -
t o ry .  

A  p o t e n t i al  do wn s i de  o f  u n de r-
w a te r  h a rve s t in g  i s  th a t  i t  

m i gh t  h a rm  a  re s e rvo i r’ s  e co -

s ys te m .   Th e  m a ch i n e ’ s  de v e l -
o pe rs ,  h o we v e r ,  po in t  o u t  th a t   

s e ve r in g th e  t re e s  is  le s s  d is -
r u pt iv e  th a n  th e  c o n ve n t io n a l  

m e th o d  o f  r i p pi n g  th e m  o u t  b y  

t h e  r o o t s .    T o  ba ck  u p  th e i r 
p o in t,  T r i to n  h a s  o b ta in e d  a  

S m a r t w o o d  “ r e d i s c o v e r e d 
w o o d ”  s ta mp  o f  a p p ro v a l .    

Triton Logging’s Sawfish—an underwater 
timber harvesting machine. 

http://www.mttreefarm.org/pdf-files/Registration-Form.pdf
http://www.tritonlogging.com/
http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/programs/forestry/smartwood/


MSU Extension Forestry Educational Calendar 

Montana State University Extension Forestry is a branch of 

the MSU Extension Service and is housed cooperatively with Col-

lege of Forestry and Conservation at the University of Montana in 

Missoula, Montana.  

The mission of Extension Forestry is to provide education and out-

reach to non-industrial private forest landowners, forestry indus-

try, and other forestry-related organizations in Montana.   

Extension Forestry carries out its mission by providing its stake-

holders with educational workshops, publications, news-releases, 

brochures, and videos.  Common topics include forest stewardship 

planning, forest insect and disease, windbreaks/living snow 

fences, alternative forest management practices, wildfire hazard 

reduction, forest products marketing, and tree pruning & care.   

 

 

Forest Stewardship Workshop  
September 15,16, & 23                   
Hamilton 

 

Montana Tree Farm Annual  
Conference                                
October 1                                        
Lubrecht Forest 

 

Timber Sale Management   
Workshop                                    
October 13 and 14                              
Lubrecht Forest 

  

Dry Kiln Workshop                
October 3-6                                    
University of Idaho, Moscow, ID              
click here for agenda 

M SU  E xte n s ion  F o re s try  
32 C ampu s  Drive ,  M S 0606 

M is s ou la,  M T 5 98 1 2 

 
Ph o ne :  406- 243- 2773 

F ax:  406- 243- 471 5  
 

MSU Extension Forestry 

 

 

For further information 
about any of these events 
contact: 

 

Caren Stewart             
406-243-2773 
extfor@cfc.umt.edu  

We’re on the Web: 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm  

 

Di d  a  fri end  s end  t h i s  newsl et t er t o you ?   

I f  s o,  s ign up  a nd w e ca n se nd t he  ne w s lett er  d ir e ct ly  t o 

y our  ema il a ddre s s .    

Do you  h a ve c omm ent s,  st ory  i d ea s,  o r ot h er    

su ggest i ons?  

I f  s o,  s e nd t he m t o Roy  A nde rs on,  ne w s le tt er  e dit or  

Montana State University Extension Service is an ADA/EO/AA/Veteran's Preference                                       

Employer and education outreach provider. 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm
mailto:roy.anderson@cfc.umt.edu
mailto:roy.anderson@cfc.umt.edu
http://www.cnrhome.uidaho.edu/default.aspx?pid=73921
mailto:extfor@cfc.umt.edu

