
T h a nk s t o a  n u mb er  

o f  g e n e r ou s s p o n s or s ,  

T h e  M S U  E x t e n s i o n  

F o r e st r y  of fi c e i s  o f fe r -

i n g  F o r e s t r y  M i n i -

C o l l e g e ,  a  o n e - da y e du -

c a t i o n a l  w o r k s h o p  

o p e n  t o  a n y o n e i n t e r -

e s t ed  i n f or e st r y .   T h e 

w o r k s h op  i s sc h ed u l e d 

f o r  S a t ur da y A pr i l 2 3 ,  

2 0 0 5 i n t h e f or e st r y 

b ui l di ng  o n t h e  U M  

c a m pu s i n M i s s o u la .   

T h e  e v e n t  f ea t ur e s a  

n u m b e r  o f  o n e - ho u r  

c o ur s e s o n a  va r i et y o f  

f o r e s t r y  t o p i c s ,  a l l 

Forestry Mini-College to be held April 23rd    

April 2005 

University of Montana Considers Biomass Heat 

B i oma ss  i s  d efi n ed a s  

t he  w ei g ht  o f  a l l  li vi n g  

t hi n g s i n a  b i ol og i c a l 

c omm un i t y .  I n f or e st  

c omm un i t i e s ,  f or  ex a m -

p l e ,  b i oma s s i nc l ud e s 

t h i n g s  l i k e  w o o d ,  

l e a ve s ,  a nd c o ne s .   I n 

r ec e nt  y ea r s,  f or e st er s 

h a v e  b e e n r e m o vi n g  

b i oma s s fr om W e st er n 

f o re st s t o r edu c e t h e 

c ha n c e f or  c a t a st ro phi c  

w i ld fi r e.   H ow e v er ,  b i o -
ma s s r em o va l i s  c o st l y ,  

s o e ff or t s a r e u nd er wa y 

t o d e v e lo p vi a b l e c om -

m e r c i a l m a r k e t s f o r  

b i oma s s ma t er i a l .   Fo r  

e x a mp l e ,  on e po s si b i l -

MSU Extension Forestry 

Check it out: 
 

Categorical Exclusion Timber 
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timber workers  click here 

New Sawmill in Superior, 

Montana click here 
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Inside this issue: 

  

i t y i s  b ur ni ng  i t  t o he a t  

b ui ldi ng s.     

R e c o g n i z i n g  t h e s e  

t r e nd s,  o ff i c i a ls a t  t h e 

U n i ve rsi t y of  M o nt a na  

h a ve a ut ho r i ze d a  M i s -

s o u la  f i rm , C TA a rc hi -

t ec t s a nd  eng i n e er s,  t o 

p er f orm a  b i o ma s s he a t  

s y s t e m  a s s e s s m e n t ,  

w hi c h wi l l d et ermi n e 

t he sui t a b i li t y a nd ef fi -

c i e nc y of  c o n v ert i n g  

f r om t h e Uni v er si t y ’ s  
c u r r e n t  n a t u r a l  g a s 

f i r ed h ea t i ng  s ys t em  t o 

a  b i oma s s s y st em.  T h e 

a ss e s sm ent  t e a m c o l -

l e c t s i n fo rma t i o n a b o ut  

t he c ur re nt  he a t i n g  s y s -

t em i nfr a st ruc t ur e a n d 

r e vi ew s a  r ec ord o f  

h ea t i ng  c o st s u nd er  t h e 

c urr e nt  s y st em .  T hi s 

i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  t h e n 

u s ed t o d et e rmi ne t h e 

c a pi t a l i n ve st m e nt  c o st  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e 

c o n ver si o n t o a  b i oma s s 

s y st em .  A l so c a l c u -

l a t ed i s  p ot e nt i a l c o st  

s a vi ng s fr om u si ng  b i o -

ma s s fu e l ra t h er  t ha n 

t he c urr e nt  fu e l.   T h e 
a ss e s sm ent  i s  fr ee  t o 

t he U ni v er si t y t ha n k s 

t o t h e F ore st  S er vi c e ’ s  

F u e l s f or  S c ho o l s pr o -

g r a m.   

 

t a u g h t  b y l oc a l f or e st r y 

p r o f e ss i o na l s.   T h e l i s t  

o f  t o p i c s  i n c l u d e s :   

f o r e s t  h e a lt h — i n s ec t s 

a n d di s ea s e,  n ox i o u s 

w e e d c o n t r o l st r a t e -

g i e s ,  t h e ec o n o mi c s  o f  

c o mm o n  M o n t a na  f o r -

e s t  pr o d uc t s ,  t i p s f o r  

e n h a n c i n g  w i l d l i f e 

p o p u l a t i o n s ,  w i l d f i r e  

h a za r d r ed uc t i o n,  e s -

t a t e p la n ni n g ,  h o w p r i -

v a t e  la n d o wn e r s c a n 

h a rn e s s  c om p ut er s i n 

l a n d ma na g e m e nt  a c -

t i v i t i e s ,  a  d e sc r i pt i o n 

o f  l o g g i n g  s y s t e m s 

c o m m o n l y  u s e d  i n  

M o n t a na ,  a n d a n o v e r -

v i e w o f M o nt a na ’ s f o r -

e s t r y  la w s.    

T h e $ 2 0 .0 0  r eg i st ra -

t i o n f e e i n c lu d e s a  c a -

t e r ed  l u nc h ,  c o f f e e /

s n a c k s  b e t w e e n  

c l a ss e s ,  a n d a n y ha n d -

o u t  ma t er i a l s fr o m t h e 

c l a ss e s .  

C a l l  t h e ex t e n si o n  

f o r e st r y o f fi c e  f or  m o r e 

i n f or ma t i o n 4 0 6 -2 4 3 -

2 7 7 3 ,  or  r e g i st er  b y 

d o w n l o a di n g  t h e re g i s -

t ra t i o n f o rm h er e .  

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/2005FMCsponsors.pdf
http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/minicollege2.pdf
http://www.fuelsforschools.org/
http://www.missoulian.com/articles/2005/03/19/news/local/news03.txt
http://www.missoulian.com/articles/2005/03/29/news/mtregional/news04.txt
http://www.missoulian.com/articles/2005/03/28/business/bus05.txt
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M o nt an a’ s  f ore st  la n dow n -
e rs  c an  c hoose  f rom  a  n u m -

b e r  of  lo g gin g  s ys te ms  whe n 
h ar ves t in g  t im be r .   Fo r  e x -
a m ple ,  the re  ar e  s t i l l  lo g ger s   

f e l l in g  tr ees  w ith  ch ain saw s  
a n d  then  u s i ng  ho rses  to  sk i d 

l ogs  ou t  of  th e  w oo ds .   At  th e  
o the r en d  of  the  tech nol og y 
s pe ct ru m ,  he l ico p te rs  a re  b e -

i ng  u se d  to  “f l y”  log s  ou t  of  
t he  woo d s .  La n dow ner s  

mi gh t  c ons i der  he l ico p te r 
l og gi ng  i f  the i r  pro p er ty  i s  
t oo  s te e p f or  gr ou n d - bas e d 

e qu i pme nt ,  th ey  wa nt  t o  
a vo i d  dam ag in g  the  rem ai n -

i ng  t rees ,  o r  t hey  d o  no t  
w an t  t o  bu i l d ro a ds .  

L oc al  M F PM N  re a de rs  ma y 

h ave  not ic e d  a  re cen t  he l i -
c o pte r  lo g gin g  j ob  nea r  E as t  

Mi ssou l a .   The  l an do wne r , 
P lu m  C reek  Ti mbe r  C om -
p a ny ,  d i d  n ot  wa nt  to  bu i l d 

a ny  ro a ds  in  tha t  are a ,  s o  
t hey  con t ra cte d  wit h        

C a rson  H el i co p ter  of  G r ant s  
P as s ,  O re gon  t o  tr ans p or t  
ne a rly  1  m il l i on  b oa r d  f ee t  of  

l ogs  ( a bou t  25 0  t ru ck loa d s)  
f rom  the  woo d s  t o  a  lo g  la n d -

i ng .   

I n  a  ty p ic al  h e l i co pt er  lo g -
g in g  jo b ,  a  log g in g c rew  f e l l s  

a n d d e l im bs  a l l  t rees  bef or e  
t he  he l ico p te r  eve n  show s  

u p .  De l im bi ng  in  th e  woo d s  
i s  im po rt ant  be cau se  i t  a l -

l ows  t he  he l ic o pte r  to  m ax i -
mi ze  the  p aylo a d  of  lo gs  o n 
e ach  t ri p  to  the  la n din g .  A n -

o the r  pa ylo a d  cons i de ra tio n 
i s  loc at in g  the  l og  lan d in g  a t  

Helicopter Logging:  A Viable Timber Harvesting Option? 

a  lo wer  e le va tio n  t han  th e  
f e l le d  t rees  so  tha t  th e  he l i -

c o pte r  d oesn’ t  h av e  f l y  
“ u phi l l ”  whi le  u n d er  lo a d . 
M ax imiz in g  pa ylo a d  is  im po r -

t an t  bec au se  h e l i co pt er  lo g -
g in g  is  not  che a p.   A cco r di n g 

t o  Tom  Ra y,  Plu m  C reek ’ s  ge n -
e ra l  m an ag er  f o r  No rt hwes t  
r esou r ces ,  i t  ty pi c al ly  c osts  a  

l an do wne r  ab ou t  $ 35 0  p e r 
t hou s an d  boa r d  f ee t ,  o r  e x -

p r esse d  in  o the r  t erm s,  he l i -
c o pte r  log g in g  c osts  a bou t  
$ 4 , 0 0 0 pe r h ou r .    

O nce  th e  he l ic o pte r  s ta rt s  
w ork in g , g rou n d  cre ws  in  th e  

w oo ds  ho ok  the  lo gs  to  cho k -
e rs , whi ch  a re  the n h ooke d  t o  
t he  he l i co pte r .  Ca rso n' s  Su pe r 

S - 6 1  lo gg in g h e l i co pt er  ca n 
c a r ry  an   1 1 , 0 0 0  pou n d  p a y -

l oa d  an d  th e i r  d ai l y  p ro du c -
t ion  ca n be  as  mu ch  as  10 0  t o  
1 2 0 th ou sa n d bo ar d  f eet .   

M o nt an a’ s  pr iv ate  la n d -
o wne r’ s  in te rest ed  in  th is  ty p e  

of  lo gg in g  shou l d  co nt ac t  the i r 
l oc al  D N RC  s er vi ce  f o res te r 
wh o ca n p ro vi de  the m w ith  a 

l is t  o f  he l i co pte r  lo gge rs  a n d 
p r of ess ion al  f or este rs .  

 

A helicopter delivering a load of Plum Creek Timber Company logs to the landing 

http://www.plumcreek.com/
http://www.carsonhelicopterservices.com/
http://www.dnrc.state.mt.us/forestry/serviceforestry/forestryassistance/dnrcserviceforesters.htm
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L a s t  m o n t h ’ s  M F P M N   i n -
c l u d e d  a  s t o r y  a b o u t  a  r e -
s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  t h a t  e x -
p l o r e d  w a y s  t o  m o r e  e f f i -
c i e n t l y  t r a n s p o r t  a n d  
p r o c e s s  l o g g i n g  s l a s h .   
T h i s  a r t i c l e  f o l l o w s - u p  o n  
t h a t  r e p o r t  w i t h  t h e  s t o r y  
o f  C r a i g  T h o m a s ,  o w n e r  o f  
C k y - B e r  E n t e r p r i s e s  i n   
S t e v e n s v i l l e ,  M T .     

T h o m a s ,  a  f o r e s t e r  a n d  
l o g g e r ,  i s  c u r r e n t l y  d o i n g  
t h e  l o g g i n g  o n  t h e  P a t t e e  
B l u e  P r o j e c t  —  a  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e  e c o s y s t e m  r e s t o r a -
t i o n  p r o j e c t  a i m e d  a t  r e -
d u c i n g  f i r e  d a n g e r  i n  M i s -
s o u l a ’ s  P a t t e e  C a n y o n  a n d  
B l u e  M o u n t a i n  r e c r e a t i o n  
a r e a s .    

D u r i n g  a  r e c e n t  v i s i t  t o  
t h e  p r o j e c t  s i t e ,  T h o m a s  
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  a  m a j o r  o b -
j e c t i v e  w a s  t o  r e m o v e  
m a n y  o f  t h e  s m a l l  t r e e s  
f r o m  t h e  c r o w d e d  f o r e s t .   
T h i s  a p p r o a c h  w o u l d  l e a v e  
a  v i s u a l l y  p l e a s i n g  f o r e s t  
o f  l a r g e r  t r e e s  a n d  a t  t h e  
s a m e  t i m e  r e d u c e  t h e  
a m o u n t  o f  f u e l  i n  t h e  f o r -
e s t  s h o u l d  a  w i l d f i r e  o c -
c u r .   T h i s  t y p e  o f  t i m b e r  
h a r v e s t i n g  i s  c a l l e d  r e s t o -
r a t i o n  f o r e s t r y — a n  a t -
t e m p t  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  h e a l t h  
o f  o v e r c r o w d e d  f o r e s t s .    

R e s t o r a t i o n  f o r e s t r y  p r o -
j e c t s  y i e l d  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o r -
e s t  p r o d u c t s — l o g s ,  p o s t /
p o l e  m a t e r i a l ,  a n d  p u l p -
w o o d ,  b u t  t h e y  a l s o  p r o -
d u c e  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  
l o g g i n g  s l a s h  a n d  t r e e s  

t h a t  a r e  t o o  s m a l l  o r  m i s -
s h a p e n  t o  b e  m e r c h a n t -
a b l e .    

T h o m a s  b e l i e v e s  t h e  f u -
t u r e  o f  f o r e s t r y  i n  M o n -
t a n a  w i l l  i n c l u d e  m a n y  
r e s t o r a t i o n  f o r e s t r y  p r o -
j e c t s  s o  h e  i s  g e a r i n g  h i s  
b u s i n e s s  t o  a d a p t  t o  
c h a n g i n g  f o r e s t r y  p r a c -
t i c e s .   H e  i s  p r e p a r i n g  t o  
p u r c h a s e  1 2  o f  t h e  r o l l - o f f  
c o n t a i n e r s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  
l a s t  m o n t h ’ s  s t o r y  a b o u t  
d i s p o s i n g  l o g g i n g  s l a s h .   
A f t e r  t h e  p u r c h a s e ,  h e  e n -
v i s i o n s  a  s y s t e m  w h e r e  
l a n d o w n e r s  p a y  h i m  a  t i p -
p i n g  f e e  f o r  l e a v i n g  a  c o n -
t a i n e r  a t  t h e i r  l o g g i n g  j o b .  
W h e n  t h e  c o n t a i n e r  b e -
c o m e s  f i l l e d  w i t h  l o g g i n g  
s l a s h ,  h e  w i l l  u s e  a  s p e -
c i a l l y  d e s i g n e d  t r u c k  t o  
b r i n g  a n  e m p t y  c o n t a i n e r  

Cky-Ber Enterprises Gears Up for Restoration Forestry 

t o  t h e  s i t e  a n d  h a u l  t h e  
f u l l  c o n t a i n e r  b a c k  t o  h i s  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  y a r d ,  w h i c h  
i s  l o c a t e d  j u s t  n o r t h  o f  
S t e v e n s v i l l e .  M a t e r i a l  w i l l  
a c c u m u l a t e  a t  h i s  y a r d  u n -
t i l  t h e r e  i s  e n o u g h  t o  
b r i n g  i n  a  t u b  g r i n d e r  a n d  
c o n v e r t  t h e  s l a s h  t o  h o g  
f u e l .   T h e  h o g  f u e l  w i l l  b e  
s o l d  t o  l o c a l  m a r k e t s .  

T h o m a s  b e l i e v e s  l a n d -
o w n e r s  w i l l  f i n d  v a l u e  i n  
h i s  s e r v i c e  b e c a u s e  h a u l -
i n g  s l a s h  a w a y  i n  c o n t a i n -
e r s  i s  l e s s  t r o u b l e s o m e  
t h a n  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  o f  
b u r n i n g  t h e  s l a s h  o n  s i t e .       

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
C r a i g  T h o m a s  c a n  b e  
r e a c h e d  a t  4 0 6 - 7 7 7 - 3 0 4 1  
( h o m e )  o r  4 0 6 - 3 7 0 - 7 1 0 3  
( m o b i l e ) .  

Craig Thomas, a Bitterroot Valley forester and logger who owns Cky-Ber Enterprises, is about to 

buy equipment (similar to that shown above), which will be used to collect logging slash at log-
ging sites and then deliver the slash to a concentration yard in Stevensville, MT 

mailto:cky-ber@bigsky.net


Calendar of Upcoming Events   

Montana State University Extension Forestry is a branch of 

the MSU Extension Service and is housed cooperatively with Col-

lege of Forestry and Conservation at the University of Montana in 

Missoula, Montana.  

The mission of Extension Forestry is to provide education and out-

reach to non-industrial private forest landowners, forestry indus-

try, and other forestry-related organizations in Montana.   

Extension Forestry carries out its mission by providing its clients 

with educational workshops, publications, news releases, bro-

chures, and videos.  Common topics include forest stewardship 

planning, forest insect and disease, windbreaks/living snow 

fences, alternative forest management practices, wildfire hazard 

reduction, forest products marketing, and tree pruning & care.   

Forestry Day at                       
Fort Missoula 

April 23, 9AM-3PM, Missoula, MT                                          
call Scott Kuehn for info 406-258-2124 

 

Sustainable Forestry                  
Initiative Training                            

Missoula, April 25                                
Kalispell, April 28                                  
call 406.752.3168 or mla@logging.org  

  

Alternative Forest Harvesting   
Practices 

Missoula April 26                                 
Kalispell April 29                                 
406-243-2775 or extfor@forestry.umt.edu  

Intermountain Logging        
Conference 

April 5th-8th, Spokane, WA                         
click here for agenda 

 

Forest Stewardship for             
Loggers Workshop 

April 11-14th                                       
Yellow Bay (UM Biological Station)     
call 406.752.3168 or mla@logging.org   

 

Forestry                                 
Mini-College                   

April 23                                                                          
Missoula, MT                                        
click here for agenda 

 

M SU  E xte n s ion  F o re s try  
32 C ampu s  Drive ,  M S 0606 

M is s ou la,  M T 5 98 1 2 

 
Ph o ne :  406- 243- 2773 

F ax:  406- 243- 471 5  
 

MSU Extension Forestry 

Specialized Equipment for         
Fire & Fuels Workshop 

May 3 & 4, Missoula/Arlee                      
call Scott Kuehn for info 406-258-2124 

 

Family Forestry                      
Expo 

May 2-8                                            
Columbia Falls, MT                               
call Dave Buckallew 406-892-7005 

 

Forest Stewardship for         
Landowners Workshop 

May 16,17,23                                 
Whitefish, MT                                       
call 406-243-2773  

We’re on the Web: 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm  

 

Di d  a  fri end  s end  t h i s  newsl et t er t o you ?   

I f  s o,  s ign up  a nd w e ca n se nd t he  ne w s lett er  d ir e ct ly  t o 

y our  ema il a ddre s s .    

Do you  h a ve c omm ent s,  st ory  i d ea s,  o r ot h er    

su ggest i ons?  

I f  s o,  s e nd t he m t o Roy  A nde rs on,  ne w s le tt er  e dit or  

Montana State University Extension Service is an ADA/EO/AA/Veteran's Preference                                       

Employer and education outreach provider. 

*click here to link to a nationwide continuing forestry education events calendar 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm
mailto:roy.anderson@forestry.umt.edu
mailto:roy.anderson@forestry.umt.edu
http://www.safnet.org/events/
http://www.intermountainlogging.com/
mailto:mla@logging.org
mailto:mla@logging.org
mailto:extfor@forestry.umt.edu
http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/minicollege2.pdf

