
T h e  c ha r t to  t h e  r i g h t 
s h o w s  M o n t a na ’ s  a v e r a ge  

d e l i v e r e d  s a w  l o g  a n d 
v e ne e r  l o g  pr i ce s  d ur i n g  

t h e  s e co n d  q u a r te r  o f  

2 0 0 5 .   T h e  pr i c e s  a r e  
c a l c ul a te d  f r o m  s ur v e y s  

c o n d u c te d  b y  t he  U n i v e r -
s i ty  o f  M o n t a na ’ s  B ur e a u  

o f  B u s i n e s s  a n d  E c o -
n o m i c  R e s e a r c h .    

F o r e s t  l a n do w n e r s  c a n 
a p p r o x i m a t e  s t u m p a g e  

v a l ue  ( t he  a m o u n t t h e y  

r e c e i v e  f o r  s e l l i n g  s t a n d-
i n g  ti m b e r )  b y  s u b tr a c t-

i n g  l o g g i n g  a n d l o g  h a ul -
i n g  co s t s  f r o m  t h e  d e l i v -

e r e d  l o g  pr i c e .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  l o g  

p r i ce s ,  t he   B B E R  a l s o  

m o n i t o r s  d e l i v e r e d  
p r i ce s  o n  a  v a r i e ty  o f  

o t h e r  f o r e s t pr o d u c t s .   
F o r  t h e  s e co n d  q u a r te r  o f  

2 0 0 5 ,  t he  a v e r a ge  d e l i v -
e r e d  pr i ce  o f  ho u s e  l o gs  

w a s  $ 1 8 5 - 2 7 0 / t o n .   

W hi l e  t h i s  i s  a  v e r y  a t-
t r a c ti v e  pr i ce ,  t h e  s p e c i -

f i c a ti o n s  f o r  ho us e  l o gs  
a r e  s tr i c t .   V i s i t  t he  

M o n t a n a  M a n u f a c t u r e r s  
I n f o r m a t i o n  S y s t e m  

( M M I S )  to  o b t a i n a  l i s t  
o f  po t e n ti a l  ho u s e  l o g  

b u y e r s .    

W h i p s  a r e  a n o t h e r  
p r o d u c t  t r a c k e d  b y  

B B E R .   W h i p s  i s  t he  
n a m e  g i v e n t o  s m a l l  d i -

Delivered Forest Products Prices in Montana 

October 2005 

MSU Extension Forestry 

Montana Forest Montana Forest 

Products Products 

Marketing NewsMarketing News  

Timber Sale Management  

There is still time left to regis-
ter for this workshop about the 
process of selling timber.  The 
workshop will be held October 
13 and 14 at  the Lubrecht 
Forest.  Click here for info 
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a m e t e r  t r e e s  ( u s u a l l y  
l o d g e p o l e  p i n e )  w h i c h 

t h e n  h a v e  t he  b a r k  pe e l e d  
o f f  to  m a k e  fe n c e  p o s t s ,  

s m a l l  po l e s ,  a n d  f e n c e  

r a i l s .   T he  a v e r a g e  de l i v -
e r e d  pr i ce  fo r  w hi ps  i n t h e  

s e co n d  q u a r te r  o f  2 0 0 5  
w a s  $ 4 0 / t o n .   

P u l p w o o d  i s  a n o t h e r  
M o n t a n a  f o r e s t  pr o d u c t  

m a r k e t .   A l t h o u g h  n o t  

t r a ck e d  b y  B B E R ,  t h e  de -
l i v e r e d  pul p w o o d pr i ce  a t  

S m ur f i t  S to n e ,  M o n t a n a ’ s  
o nl y  p ul p  m a n u f a c tu r e r ,  i s  

$ 2 6  pe r  to n .   A n a d di -
t i o na l  h a ul i n g  co s t a l l o w -

a n c e  m a y  b e  p a i d  o n  p ul p -

w o o d t h a t  i s  b e i n g  de l i v -
e r e d  a  l o n g  d i s t a n ce .     

F i n a l l y ,  l o g g i n g  s l a s h 
a n d  s ub - m e r c ha n t a b l e  s i z e  

t r e e s  t ha t  a r e  c hi p pe d  a n d 
t h e n  s o l d  a s  h o g  f u e l  h a v e  

a  de l i v e r e d  v a l ue  o f  a b o u t  

$ 1 0 / t o n .   

Quarter 2, 2005 
Delivered log prices per thousand board feet, Scribner Scale

Veneer logs
Eastern Western
Montana Montana Statewide

Ponderosa Pine
Yellow $461 $487 xx

Bull $338 $394 xx
Lodgepole Pine $444 $438 xx
Douglas-fir $461 $460 $520
Western Larch xx $461 $520
Engelmann Spruce $444 $439 xx
Subalpine fir $383 $388 xx
Grand fir xx $386 xx
Western Red Cedar xx $550 xx
Hemlock xx $392 xx
White Pine xx $468 xx
Other species xx xx $400

Typical Log Hauling and Logging costs 
(for three different logging systems) are:

Helicopter logging $325 to $375 per thousand BF
Cable/Line Logging $175 to $225 per thousand BF
Ground/Tractor Logging $125 to $200 per thousand BF
Log Hauling $50 to $125  per thousand BF

Sawlogs

Upcoming Workshop: 

http://www.mmis.umt.edu
http://www.billingsgazette.com/index.php?display=rednews/2005/09/16/build/state/80-timber-project.inc
http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/newsreview.pdf
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/ArticleNews/TPStory/LAC/20050927/RCANFOR27/TPBusiness/?query=canfor+targets+chinese
http://www.billingsgazette.com/index.php?display=rednews/2005/10/02/build/state/75-basincreek.inc
nt.pdf
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 Li k e a n “ org a ni c ”  la b e l o n 

f o o d pr od uc t s,  a  “ f or est  c er t i -

f i c a t i o n”  la b e l i s  m ea nt  t o a s-

s ur e  c on s um er s t ha t  fo re st  

p ro duc t s c om e fr om f or est s 

ma na g ed  i n a c c orda nc e wi t h 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t a n d a r d s .  

E m erg i ng  a lm o st  15 y ea r s a g o,  

f o r e s t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  h a s 

e v o l v e d  i n t o  a  w o r l d w i d e 

m o v em ent  t ha t  b oa st s se v era l 

d i f f e r e n t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o -

g r a ms ( FS C, P E F C, &  S F I) a nd 

o v e r  50 0  mi l li on   a c r e s u nd er  
s o me f orm o f c er t i f i ed  fo re st  

ma na g em e nt .    

T he do mi na nt  fo re st  c e r t i f i -

c a t i o n pr og r a m i n M o nt a na  i s  

t he  S u st a i na b l e F or est r y I ni -

t i a t i v e (S F I ).   It  i s  b a s ed  o n 

t he  pr i nc i p le s o f  m e et i n g  ma r-

k et  d ema nd s t hr oug h per p et -

u a l  t r e e g r o wt h  a n d ha r v e st ,  

a l l w hi l e u si ng  e n vi r o nm e n-

t a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  p r a c t i c e s 

t ha t  pr om ot e  t h e pr ot ec t i on  of 

w i ld li fe ,  p l a nt s ,  soi l ,  a i r  a nd 

w a t e r  q ua li t y .   P a rt i c i pa t i ng  

c omp a ni e s put  t h os e p r i n c i -

p l e s i nt o a c t i o n t h ro ug h 1 3 

s u st a i na b l e f or e st r y ob j e c t i ve s 

w hi c h a ddr e ss  a n a r ra y of  i s -

s u e s i nc l udi ng  la nd m a n a g e -

m e nt ,  pr oc ur em e nt ,  f or e st r y 

r e sea rc h ,  t ra i ni n g  a nd  e duc a -

t i o n ,  l e g a l  a n d  r e g u l a t o r y 

c omp li a nc e ,  p ub li c  a nd la nd -

o w n e r  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e 

p ra c t i c e o f  su st a i na b l e  f or -

e st r y,  a nd  ma na g eme nt  r e vi e w 

a n d  c o n t i n u a l  p e r f o r m a n c e 

i m pr o ve me nt .    

S i n c e  e a c h  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  

c omp a n y ’ s b u si ne s s m et h od s 
di f f er ,  ea c h c ompa n y wr i t e s 

t hei r  ow n po li c y  d es c r i b i ng  

h o w t h e y wi l l m e et  t h e 1 3 ob -

j ec t i v es .   T o i n sur e t ha t  ea c h 

c omp a n y i s  c o mp l yi ng  wi t h  t h e 

s u s t a i na b l e f o r e s t r y p r i n c i -

p l e s,  i n de pe nd e nt  a udi t  t ea m s 

p er f orm fr eq u e nt  o ffi c e a nd 

f i e l d  ev a lua t i o ns .   I n M on t a na ,  

P l u m C r e e k ,  S m u r fi t - S t o n e ,  

a nd S t i ms o n a l l pa rt i c i pa t e i n 

t he S F I pr og ra m.  

A l l t h re e c ompa ni es b uy ra w 

ma t er i a l  ( l og s,  pu l pw o od ,  or  

s t a ndi ng  t i mb er ) fr om M on -

t a na ’s  pr i va t e f or est  la n do w n-

e r s.   T he re f or e,  ea c h c om pa n y 

h a s a  wr i t t e n t h i rd -pa rt y c e r-

t i f i e d  p r o c u r e m e n t  s y s t e m .  

T hu s ,  pr i va t e f or e st  la n do w n-

e r s dea li ng  wi t h  t h e se  t hr ee 

S F I p ro g ra m pa rt i c i pa nt s c a n 

e x p ec t  t he m t o:    

1 .   E n c o u ra g e  la n do w n er s  t o 

r e fo re st  a nd t o us e B e st  M a n-

a g e m e n t  P r a c t i c e s  ( B M P ’ s )  

w h en ha r v est i ng  t i m b e r .   I n 

a d di t i o n,  ea c h c om pa ny c a n 

p ro vi de a d vi c e a n d i nf or ma -
t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  r e l a t e d  t o 

t ho s e sub j ec t s.    

2 .   E nc o ura g e  la n d ow n er s  t o 

ut i l i z e t he se r vi c e s of  q ua li -

f i e d  na t ur a l  re s ou rc e a n d lo g -

g i ng  pr o f es si o na ls .   M o nt a na ’ s 

S F I c o mpa ni e s  pr om ot e l og g er  

t ra i ni n g  a n d ea c h c o mpa n y 

c a n  r e c o m m e n d  a c c r e d i t e d 

l o g g i ng  p ro f e ssi o na l s.  

3 .   Ha v e p ol i c i e s  i n  p la c e  t o 

e n s ur e t ha t  pr oc ur em e nt  a c -

t i vi t i e s d o n ot  c omp r omi se a d-

h e re nc e t o t h e pr i nc i p l e s of  

s u st a i na b l e f or e st r y .   

4 .   Ha v e a  ve r i f i a b le  m o ni t o r-

i ng  s y st em i n  p la c e t ha t  a s-

s ur e s t h e ef f ec t i v en e s s o f  t he 

c omp a n y ’ s su st a i na b l e fo re st r y 

e f f or t s a nd wh i c h pr om ot e s 

c o nt i n u ou s i mp r ov em e nt .  

 T he f ol l o wi n g  a re S F I c o n -

t a c t s f or  ea c h o f  M o nt a na ’ s 

pa rt i c i pa t i ng  c o mpa ni es :   

•  S m ur fi t -S t o n e — Bi l l C ha nd l er  

( 406 ) 62 6- 52 96 .    

•  P lu m C re e k —Ji m Kra n z  

( 40 6 ) 892 -6 32 8 .  

•  S t i ms o n— S c ot t  K u eh n     

( 40 6 ) 2 58 -2 12 4 .  

What is SFI and What Does it Mean for Montana’s Landowners? 

This SFI label appears on forest products 
that originated in forests managed in ac-
cordance with the principles of sustainable 
forestry.  The label can appear on prod-
ucts only if:  

1) The manufacturer is an SFI program 
participant that has been independently 
certified to the SFI standard.  

2) All primary raw material sources have 
been accounted for as either certified to 
be in compliance with the SFI Standard or 
the American Tree Farm System®  and/or 
be procured through a third-party certified 
procurement system.   

 

http://www.fscus.org/
http://www.pefc.org/internet/html/
http://www.aboutsfi.org/
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In 1991,  S tat e &  Pr i va t e For-
est ry (S&P F),  a  b ra nc h of t he 
US DA Forest  S ervi c e,  sta r t ed t he 
Forest St ew ardshi p Program t o 
help  la ndowners develop forest 
ma na gement  p la ns.  The pro-
g ra m sti ll  exi st s a nd i s  c arr i ed 
out throug h pa rt nershi ps wit h 
st at e a g enci es.   

M onta na  ha s ta ken a uni que 
a pproac h t o meeti ng  t he Forest 
S t ewa rdshi p  P rog ra m’s ob j ec -
t i ves.  Ra ther t ha n ha vi ng a 
st at e ag enc y forest er wri t e a 
la ndowner ’s forest  ma nag ement 
p la n,  t he St at e of M onta na pro-
vi des forest  la ndowners wi t h  
forest ry educa ti on so t ha t t hey 
c a n wri t e t hei r p la n.   Thi s c on-
c ept  i s ba sed on the i dea that 
i nformat i on empowers i ndi vi du-
a ls wit h the ab i lit y t o implement 
la nd ma na g ement  pri nci ples a nd 
lea ds t o a li fe-long forest st ew-
a rdshi p c ommit ment .  

The c ore c omponent  of  M on-
t a na ’s approac h i s  a  forest  st ew-
a rdshi p  workshop that  i s  deli v-
ered b y t he M onta na St at e Uni -
versi t y Ex t ensi on Forest ry of-
fi c e.   Dur i ng t he workshop,  
t ra i ned i nst ruct ors c oac h la nd-
owners usi ng  a n est ab li shed c ur-
r i culum.  W orkshop g ra duat es 
w i l l ha v e:  i n v e nt or i ed  t he i r 
pr op ert y’ s  na t ura l  re s ourc es , 
i denti fi ed  t hei r  la nd ma nag e-
ment g oa ls,  a nd writ ten a  forest 
ma na gement p la n.  In addi ti on 
t o t he ba si c forest st ewa rdship 
workshop,  MS U Ext ensi on For-
est ry offers severa l a dva nc ed 
t opic  workshops t o provi de a ddi -
t i ona l i n-dept h t rai ni ng .  

Dur i ng the la st 14 years, over 
10 0  forest  st ewa rdshi p  work-
shops ha ve b een held  at  a  va ri -
et y of locat i ons a c ross M ont a na . 
As a result of  those effort s,  over 
1,400  ownerships represent i ng 
nea r ly 1 mi lli on ac res ha ve par-
t ic ipat ed.  

W hi le M onta na ’s forest st ew-
a rdshi p progra m wi ll c onti nue, 
t here i s a lso a need for the pro-
g ra m t o evolve so that it sti ll  
meet s t he needs of  pri vat e forest 
la ndowners, the forest product s 
i ndust ry,  a nd st at e a nd federa l 
a g enc i es.   

Therefore, t hi s pa st summer 
M S U Ext ensi on Forest ry sur-
veyed a va ri et y M ont a na ’s for-
est ry org a ni zat i ons a b out  t he 
educa ti ona l needs of M onta na ’s 
pr i va t e forest la ndowners.   The 
g roups surveyed i nc luded:   M on-
t a na W ood P roduct s Assoc ia -
t i on/M ont a na  Forest  Indust ry 
Counc i l,  M ont a na  Log gi ng Asso-
c i a t i on ,  M o nt a na  S oc i et y o f 
Ameri c a n Forest er s,  M ont a na  
Tr ee  Fa rm  Sy st em , M ont a na 
F o r e s t  O w n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
M onta na  Depa rtment of  N at ura l 
R e s our c e s a nd  C o n ser va t i o n , 
a nd t he M onta na  Forest St ew-
a rdshi p Foundat i on.   

Assessing the Educational Needs of Montana’s Private Forest Landowners  

Ea c h group wa s provided wit h 
a  li st of 43 educa ti ona l t opic s 
t hat  wa s c ompi led from a  revi ew 
of forest  la ndowner  educa ti on 
li t era ture.  Ea c h g roup’s ta sk wa s 
t o identi fy t he t op  t en educa -
t i ona l needs i n M onta na a nd t o 
rat e how well eac h of  t hose 
needs i s current ly b ei ng  met .   

The ag grega t ed result s a re di s-
pla yed i n t he c ha rt b elow.  It 
shows t ha t the need for ba sic 
forest  st ewa rdshi p i nst ruct i on i s 
b ei ng well met .  However , t he 
result s a lso show t hat  t here a re 
perc ei ved needs t hat a re not b e-
i ng  met a s well a s t hey mi ght  b e.  
Thus,  t here a re opportunit i es for 
f ut ur e c oop era t i ve  e ndea v or s 
a mong  M ont a na ’s forest ry or-
g a ni zat i ons.  Suc h work would 
c ont i nue  b ui ldi ng  a n educ a -
t i ona l prog ra m t hat  helps forest 
la ndow ners st a y c urrent  a nd 
meet fut ure na tura l resourc e ob -
j ect i ves.   

Educational Need Rank Met
Forest stewardship 1 1.36
Insect and disease 2 3.23
Wildfire Hazard Reduction 3 2.48
Best management practices (BMP's) 4 2.03
Forest road maintenance 5 4.33
Forest practices demonstrations 6 3.23
Noxious weed management 7 3.72
Timber sale management 8 4.25
Managing for wildlife 9 4.00
Logging slash management 10 3.50
Estate planning for family forest owners 11 3.83
Forest law compliance 12 4.40
Utilizing small diameter timber 13 3.34
Conservation easements 14 3.50
Alternative timber harvesting practices 15 3.50

Rank = order of imporatnce (1 most important; 15 = least important)

Met   = how well the educational need is currently being met
           (1 = being met; 5 = not being met)

http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/


Forestry Educational Calendar 

Montana State University Extension Forestry is a branch of 

the MSU Extension Service and is housed cooperatively with Col-

lege of Forestry and Conservation at the University of Montana in 

Missoula, Montana.  

The mission of Extension Forestry is to provide education and out-

reach to non-industrial private forest landowners, forestry indus-

try, and other forestry-related organizations in Montana.   

Extension Forestry carries out its mission by providing its stake-

holders with educational workshops, publications, news-releases, 

brochures, and videos.  Common topics include forest stewardship 

planning, forest insect and disease, windbreaks/living snow 

fences, alternative forest management practices, wildfire hazard 

reduction, forest products marketing, and tree pruning & care.   

Timber Sale Management   Work-
shop                                       
October 13 and 14                               
Lubrecht Forest                                    
click here for info and registration 

 

Preparing a Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan: Procedures and 
Training                                    
October 14                                          
Spokane, WA                                          
call Richard Zabel 503.226.4562 for info 

  

Montana Tree Farm Annual  
Conference                                
October 1                                        
Lubrecht Forest 

 

Living Snowfence Workshop        
October 4-5                                     
Spokane, WA                                    
call 206-685-4960 for info 

 

Range and Grassland          
Management                         
October 6-7                                 
Spearfish, SD                                     
call 605-892-3368 Ext: 3 for info 

 

Woody Biomass Regional         
Conference                                    
October 11-13                     
Missoula, MT              
call Dave Atkins 406-329-3134 for info 

 

We’re on the Web: 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm  

 

Di d  a  fri end  s end  t h i s  newsl et t er t o you ?   

I f  s o,  s ign up  a nd w e ca n se nd t he  ne w s lett er  d ir e ct ly  t o 

y our  ema il a ddre s s .    

Do you  h a ve c omm ent s,  st ory  i d ea s,  o r ot h er    

su ggest i ons?  

I f  s o,  s e nd t he m t o Roy  A nde rs on,  ne w s le tt er  e dit or  

Montana State University Extension Service is an ADA/EO/AA/Veteran's Preference                                       
Employer and education outreach provider. 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm
mailto:roy.anderson@cfc.umt.edu
mailto:roy.anderson@cfc.umt.edu
http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/timbersalemanagement.pdf

