
Logging and log hauling businesses 
are feeling the effects of rising fuel 

costs.  For example, in the Rocky 
Mountain Region, the  Department of 

Energy reports that the average price 

of diesel fuel was $2.19 per gallon on 
June 6, 2005.  The average on Octo-

ber 24th was $3.23 per gallon.   

Such increases obviously affect 

logging and log hauling costs.  The 
question is how much?   

Scott Kuehn, a forester with    
Stimson Lumber Company in Bonner 

Montana, has calculated that fuel 

accounts for about 30% of the total 
cost for a typical log hauling contrac-

tor.  Expressed another way—each 
dime increase in fuel cost results in a 

1.1% increase in overall log hauling 
costs.  Thus, given the $1.04 per gal-
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Wood Chip Quality  

Many mills utilize portions of 
their wood waste by chipping it 
and then selling the chips to a 
paper mill.  The value of those 
wood chips, however, depends 
heavily on their quality.  There-
fore, this workshop is designed 
to educate mill managers and 
millwrights about achieving 
good wood chip quality. 

The workshop will be Novem-
ber 30th at the DoubleTree 
Hotel in Missoula, Montana.    
Click here for more info. 
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lon increase in fuel over the last four 
months, log hauling costs have in-

creased by about 11 percent during 
that time.   

Calculating the increased logging 

cost is slightly more complicated 
because it depends on the type of 

logging equipment being used.  
Kuehn estimates that for Link-Belt 

line skidding operations, fuel ac-
counts for about 9% of total operating 

cost. Expressed another way, each 

dime increase in fuel cost results in a 
0.45% increase in overall operating 

cost.  Again, given the recent increase 
in fuel cost, total line skidding operat-

ing costs have increased by about 
4.5% in the last four months.   

For mechanical logging operations, 

e.g. ground-based harvesting and 

skidding, fuel accounts for about 15 
percent of the total operating cost.  

This means that each dime increase 
in fuel cost results in a 0.85% increase 

in overall operating costs.  This in 

turn, means that over the last four 
months, operating costs for mechani-

cal logging operations have increased 
about 8.5%.  

Kuehn cautions that his figures are 
averages and actual costs for individ-

ual operators may vary.  Nevertheless, 

logging and log hauling contractors 
may have to adjust the prices they 

receive for their services.  The good 
news for landowners is that lumber 

prices (and therefore stumpage 
prices) during the same period have 

been fairly strong.   Click here for 

more info on fuel prices.    

Upcoming Workshop: New Fence Design Book Available from CINTRAFOR 
Innovative Fence Designs 

from Small Diameter Timber: 

Adding Value Through Design 
is a new book available from the 

Cen te r fo r In te rn ational     

Trade in Forest Products  
(CINTRAFOR). 

Historically, frequent low-
intensity fires burned through 

many Western US forests.  
Though it may seem counterin-

tuitive, this process maintained 

forest health because periodic 
fire minimized competition 

among trees.  In contrast, many 

of today’s fire excluded forests 
are clogged with dense stands of 

unhealthy, small diameter trees.  
Many forest scientists feel that 

forest health in such stands can 

be improved through active 
forest management activities 

such as thinning.  Implementing 
thinning activities is problem-

atic because the small diameter 
trees are low-value. 

Thus, this book suggests that 

through innovative products 
and designs, there is an oppor-

tunity to improve forest health 

and at the same time support 
forest-based businesses in rural 

communities.  For example, the 
book includes schematic plans 

and full-page color illustrations 

for 28 innovative small diame-
ter timber fence designs.   

The book can be downloaded 
at www.cintrafor.org  Or a 

bound edition can be purchased 
from the same website.   

Thanks to Ivan Eastin, Pro-

fessor and Director of CINTRA-
FOR, for passing along news of 

this book. 

Rising Fuel Prices Affecting Logging Costs 

mailto:skuehn@stimsonlumber.com
http://www.stimsonlumber.com/
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/wohdp/diesel.asp#raph_buttons
http://www.cintrafor.org/
http://www.enn.com/today.html?id=9139
http://www.tallahassee.com/mld/observer/living/home/13027715.htm
http://www.billingsgazette.com/index.php?display=rednews/2005/10/28/build/state/70-log-project.inc
http://icnorthwales.icnetwork.co.uk/news/farmandcountry/tm_objectid=16300190%26method=full%26siteid=50142-name_page.html
http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/WoodChipQualityBrochure.pdf
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 L as t  m o n th ’s  M F PM N  in clu de d 
a  s to ry  a bo u t h o w  th e  Su s t a in -

a b le  F o re s t ry  In it i at i ve  ( S F I)  
f o r e s t  ce r t if ic a t io n  p r o g r am  im-

p a c ts  M o n tan a’ s  p ri va te  fo re s t  

l an do wn e r s .   On e  co n ce rn e d 
r e ad e r  c o n ta ct e d  me  w o n de ri n g 

w h y  th e  F o re s t  S te w a rd s h i p 
C o u n c il  ( F SC )  ce r t if ic a ti o n  p ro -

g r am  wa s  n o t  g iv e n  e qu a l  a t te n -
t i o n ?    

 Th e  s im p le  an s we r  is  th a t  th e re  
a r e  n o  lan do wn e r s  in  M o n ta n a 

t h a t  a re  ce r t if ie d to  th e  F SC  

f o r e s t  m an age me n t  s t an da r d.   
T h u s ,  F SC  ce r t if ic a ti o n  h a s  n o  

d i r e c t  i mp a ct  o n  M o n t an a  l an d-
o wn e rs .   H o we v e r ,  o n e  co u l d  

a r gu e  th a t  th e  de ve lo pme n t  o f  
F SC ’s  ce r ti f ic a ti o n  s t an da r d in  

t h e  e a r ly  1 99 0’ s  s pu r re d th e  de -

v e lo p me n t  o f  th e  SF I  p ro g r am 
a n d  th e re fo re  an y  as s o c ia te d 

i m p ro v e me n ts  in  th e  w ay  fo r-
e s ts  a re  m an a ge d.   F o r  e x am p le ,  

e x te n s iv e  t r ai n i n g  p ro g ram s  fo r 
l o gge r s .  

 T h e  mo re  co m p le x an s we r to  

t h e  re a de r’ s  c o n c e rn  is  th a t  
e ve n  th o u gh  SF I  an d  F SC  a re  

b o th  fo re s t  ce r t if i ca t io n  p ro -
g r am s ,  e a ch  h a s  ta k e n  a  d i f f e r-

e n t  ap p ro a ch  to  th e  p ro ce s s  o f  
f o r e s t  ce r t if i ca t io n .   Th u s ,  

t h e re  is  co n s i de r ab le  de ba te  
a bo u t  wh i ch  p ro g ram  i s  mo re  

l e gi t im at e .    

 S o me  k e y  d if f e r e n c e s  be t we e n  
t h e  t wo  in clu de  th a t  SF I  w as  

d e v e l o p e d  in  1 9 95  b y  th e  Ame r i-
c an  F o re s t  an d Pa pe r  As s o ci a-

t i o n ,  a  l e a d in g t ra de  o rg an iz a-
t i o n  o f  th e  f o r e s t  p ro du c ts  in -

d u s t ry .   F SC ,  in  co n t r as t,  w as  

d e v e l o p e d  in  1 9 90  p r im a ri ly  by  
r e p re s e n t a ti ve s  f ro m  va r io u s  

i n te rn a t io n al  co n s e rv a ti o n  o r-
g an i za t io n s .    

 A  s e c o n d d if fe re n ce  i s  th a t  
u n de r SF I ,  k e y  fo re s t  ma n a ge -

m e n t  p ri n c i pl e s  an d  gu i de l i n e s  
h ave  be e n  de ve l o p e d .   In d iv i d-

u a l  l an do wn e rs  th e n  w r i te  th e i r 
o wn  “ re gi o n a l ly  ap p ro p r ia te ” 

i m p le me n t at io n  p lan  to  me e t 

t h o s e  s t an da r ds .  Th i rd - p a r ty  
au d i to rs  th e n  e va lu a te  wh e th e r 

t h e  l an do wn e r  i s  in  co m p li an ce  
w i th  th e ir  “ in d iv i du a l ize d ”  i m-

p l e me n t at io n  p lan .   

 F SC  h as  a ls o  d e ve lo pe d k e y  

f o r e s t  m an age me n t  p r in c i p le s  
a n d  gu i de l in e s .   H o w e v e r,  

u n li k e  S F I ,  F SC ’ s  a p p ro a ch  h as  

b e e n  to  de v e lo p  re g io n al  s t an -
d a r ds  th a t  a re  a p p ro p ri a te  fo r 

t h e  d if f e re n t  ty pe s  o f  f o re s t ry  
p r a c ti ce d  in  d if fe re n t  p a rts  o f  

t h e  wo r l d.  L i k e  SF I ,  e a ch  F SC  
p a r t ic i p an t  de v e lo ps  th e ir  o wn  

i n d iv i du a l  l an d  m an ag e me n t 

p l an ,  bu t  be c au s e  o f  th e  re -
g i o n a l  s tan d a rd s ,  th e y  h a ve  le s s  

d i s cr e t io n  in  in te r p re tin g  h o w 
t h e y  w il l  c o m pl y .   S im i la r  to  

S F I ,  F SC  pa r t ic i pa n t  co mp l i-
a n c e  to  th e  re gi o n a l  s ta n d a r ds  

i s  ju d g e d b y  i n de p e n de n t,  

t h i r d- p a rt y  au d ito r s .   

 A  th i r d d if fe re n ce  is  th a t  th e  

F SC  p r in ci p le s  an d  gu i de l i n e s  
i n clu de  c r i te ri a  in  th re e  ar e a s  –  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  
e co n o m ic al ly  v i ab le ,  an d  s o -

c i a l l y  be n e f ic i a l .  A  s o c i al ly  
b e n e f i c ia l  c r it e r io n  is  th at  pa r-

t i c i pan ts  mu s t  r e c o gn i ze  th e  

r i gh ts  o f  in d i ge n o u s  pe o p le .   
S F I  do e s  n o t in c lu de  a  s im i la r 

s o c ia l  co m po n e n t .  

 F in al ly ,  s ma l l  lan do wn e r s  c an  

b e c o me  ce r t if ie d  to  th e  SF I  p ro -
g r am  th ro u gh  f re e  me mb e r sh i p 

i n  th e  Ame r i can  T re e  F a r m  S ys -
t e m .   F SC  ce rt if i ca t io n  is  a ls o  

a v ai l ab le  to  s m al l  la n d o wn e rs .   

H o we ve r,  F SC  ce r t if i ca t io n  is  
n o t  f re e .   In s te a d,  s m a ll  l an d-

o wn e rs  ty p ic a l l y  o rg an ize  in to  a  
l o ca l  o r  r e g io n a l  g ro u p  in  wh ich  

m e mb e rs  s h a re  th e  c o s t  o f  ce r-
t i f ic a ti o n .   Th i s  p r o ce du re  is  

c a l le d g ro u p  c e r t if i ca t io n .   

 G i ve n  th e  d if fe re n ce s  ju s t  
o u tl in e d ,  lan do wn e r s  f ace  a  

c h o ic e  in  wh ich  f o r e s t  ce r t if ic a-
t i o n  p r o g r am  th e y  ch o o s e  to  

s u p po rt .   U p  to  th is  p o in t,  i t  
h as  be e n  S F I  fo r  M o n t an an s .  

What about FSC?  

Like the SFI and Tree Farm forest certification programs, the Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC) offers landowners the opportunity to certify that their forest management practices meet 
accepted standards. 

http://www.afandpa.org/Content/NavigationMenu/Environment_and_Recycling/SFI/SFI.htm
http://www.fscus.org/
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P r i v a t e  l a n do w n e r s ,  b ot h 
l a r g e  a n d s m al l , p l a y a n i m -
po r t a n t  r o le  i n c o n se r v i n g  
a t  r i s k  p l a n t a n d a n i m a l  
s pe c i e s .   I n  f a c t ,  a c c o r di n g 
t o  t h e U S  F i s h  a n d W i l dl i fe  
S e r v i c e ,  m o r e  t h a n  t w o -
t h i r d s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s  
t h r e a t e ne d a n d e n da n g e r e d 
s pe c i e s  u s e h a b i t a t f o u n d o n 
pr i v a t e  pr o pe r t y .   

F o r  e x a m pl e ,  P lu m  C r ee k 
T i m b e r  C o m p a n y ,  w h i c h 
o w n s  o ve r  1 . 3  m il l i o n  a c r es  
o f  M o n t a n a  t i m b e rl a n d,  pa r -
t i c i pa t e s  i n t he  S us t a i n a b le  
F o r e s t r y  I n i t i a t i v e  ( S F I ) .  
P l u m  C r ee k’ s  pa r t i c i pa ti o n 
i n  S F I r e qu i r es  t h a t t he y , 
“ . . . de v e l o p a n d i m pl e m en t 
p l a n s  t o pr o t e ct  s i t es  o n 
t h e i r  f o r es t l a n ds  th a t  c o n -
t a i n  v i a b le  o c cu r r e n c es  of  
i m pe r i l e d  pl a n t s ,  a n i m a ls  
a n d e c o l o g i c a l  c o m m u n i -
t i e s . ”  

P l u m  C r ee k  a n d o t h e r S F I 
pa r t i c i pa n t s  r e c e i ve  h el p  i n 
i m pl e m e n ti n g  t h o se  p l a ns 
f r o m Na t u r e S e r v e , a n o n -
pr o f i t  s c ie n t if i c o r g a n i z a -
t i o n  t h a t  pr o v i des  i nf o r m a -
t i o n  a b o u t  s pe c i es ,  e c os y s -
t e m s  a n d  b i o d i v e r s i t y .  
Na t u r e S e r v e  h e l ps  l a n do w n -
e r s  pr i o r i t iz e  th e i r  c o ns e r -
v a t i o n  e f f o r t s  t h r o u g h  a 
g l o b a l  s pe c i e s  of  c o n ce r n 
r a n k i n g  s ys t e m .   F o r  e x a m -
pl e ,  s pe c ie s  i de n t if ie d  a s  
G 1 — c r i t i c a l l y  i m pe ri l e d,  o r 
G 2 — i m pe r i l e d,  a r e  i n  da n -
g e r  o f  e x t i n ct i o n .   U n l i ke 
t h e  t e r m s “ t h re a t e n e d”  a n d 
“ e n da n g e r e d”  w h i c h  h a v e  
l e g a l  i m pl i c a ti o ns  u n de r  t he 
E n da n g e r e d S pe c i e s  Ac t ,  t h e 

Na t u r e S e r v e  r a n k i n g  s y s te m 
h a s  n o  l e g a l  i m pl i c a ti o n .  
Ho w e v e r ,  t h e r a n k i n g s a r e 
s c i e n ti f i c a l l y  b a se d.   

Ac c o r di n g  t o  M a r k  S c h a e -
f e r ,  Na t u r e S e r ve ’s  P r e si de n t 
a n d C E O ,  “ I m pe r i l e d  s pe c i e s  
a n d i m po r t a n t  h a b it a t s  a r e 
f o u n d o n  ti m b e r  i n du st r y 
l a n d s  t h r o u g h o u t  N o r t h  
Am e r i c a .    Th r o u g h th e S F I 
s t a n da r d,  t h e  t i m b e r  i n du s -
t r y  h as  t a k en  a n i m po r t a n t 
s t e p  t o w a r ds  t h ei r  c o ns e r v a -
t i o n . ”     

 Al t h o u g h F a m i l y F o r es t 
o w n e r s  t y pi c a l l y o w n mu c h 
s m a l le r  pa r c e l s  of  l a n d,  t he y 
t o o n e e d t o b e a w a r e of  
p l a n t  a n d a ni m a l  s pe c ie s  of  
c o n c e r n  a n d h o w  f o r e s t 
m a n a g e m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  o n 
f a m i ly  f o r e st l a n ds  m a y a f -
f e c t i m pe r il e d  s pe c ie s .  

Conservation on Privately Owned Forestland 

F a m i l y  F o r es t  l a n do w n e rs  
c a n  l e a r n o f  l o c al  s pe c i es  of  
c o n c e r n  b y  v i s i t i n g  t h e 
M o n t a n a  Na t u r a l  He r it a g e 
P r o g r a m  w e b s i t e  a t  
w w w . m t n h p. o r g .   Th e y  c a n 
a l s o  c a l l  t he  M o n t a n a  Na t u -
r a l  He r i t a g e P r o g r a m o f f i ce  
a t  ( 406)  444-5 3 5 4.  

An o t h e r  r e so u r c e  f o r  F a m -
i l y  F o r es t  l a n do w n e r s  is  t he 
F o r e s t s  f o r  W at e r sh e ds  a n d 
W i l d l i f e  p r o g r a m  F 2 W 2   
w h i c h  i s  a n  Am e r i c a n F o r es t 
F o u n d a t i o n  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
i n i t i at i v e a i me d a t a ss i st i n g 
f a m i ly  f o r e st  o w ne r s  to  i m -
pr o v e  w il dl if e  h a b i t at  a n d 
w a t e r s h e ds th r o u g h f o r es t 
m a n a g e m e n t .  C o n t a c t    
D r u e  D e B e r r y  f o r  m o re  i n -
f o r m a t i on  o n  t h e F2 W2  pr o -
g r a m ,  o r  c a l l  1 -8 8 8 -8 8 9-
446 6.  

Programs are available to help family forest landowners enhance wildlife habitat and watersheds 
on their forested property. 

http://www.afandpa.org/Content/NavigationMenu/Environment_and_Recycling/SFI/SFI.htm
http://www.natureserve.org
http://www.mtnhp.org/
http://www.affoundation.org/cms/pages/51_5.html
mailto:ddeberry@forestfoundation.org


Forestry Educational Calendar 

Montana State University Extension Forestry is a branch of 

the MSU Extension Service and is housed cooperatively with Col-

lege of Forestry and Conservation at the University of Montana in 

Missoula, Montana.  

The mission of Extension Forestry is to provide education and out-

reach to non-industrial private forest landowners, forestry indus-

try, and other forestry-related organizations in Montana.   

Extension Forestry carries out its mission by providing its stake-

holders with educational workshops, publications, news-releases, 

brochures, and videos.  Common topics include forest stewardship 

planning, forest insect and disease, windbreaks/living snow 

fences, alternative forest management practices, wildfire hazard 

reduction, forest products marketing, and tree pruning & care.   

Forest Taxation and Estate 
Planning Conference                         
December 6-7                               
Coeur d’Alene, ID                                     
Click here for info and registration 

 

Forest Roads: Advancements in 
Science and Technology                                    
December 13-14                     
Eugene, OR              
click here for info and registration 

 

 

Forestry                         
Shortcourse                                
Nov. 7, 14, 21, 28. Dec. 5, 12.                                           
Coeur d’Alene, ID                            
click here for info and registration 

 

Inland Northwest Urban         
Interface Conference             
November 9-10                                     
Coeur d’Alene, ID                                    
click here for info and registration 

 

Wood Chip Quality            
Workshop                                  
November 30                                
Missoula, MT                                 
click her for info and registration 

We’re on the Web: 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm  

 

Di d  a  fri end  s end  t h i s  newsl et t er t o you ?   

I f  s o,  s ign up  a nd w e ca n se nd t he  ne w s lett er  d ir e ct ly  t o 

y our  ema il a ddre s s .    

Do you  h a ve c omm ent s,  st ory  i d ea s,  o r ot h er    

su ggest i ons?  

I f  s o,  s e nd t he m t o Roy  A nde rs on,  ne w s le tt er  e dit or  

Montana State University Extension Service is an ADA/EO/AA/Veteran's Preference                                       
Employer and education outreach provider. 

 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm
mailto:roy.anderson@cfc.umt.edu
mailto:roy.anderson@cfc.umt.edu
http://www.cnr.uidaho.edu/extforest/Brochure%20shortcourse%2005-06.pdf
http://www.cnr.uidaho.edu/extforest/WUIFlyer.pdf
http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/WoodChipQualityBrochure.pdf
http://www.cnr.uidaho.edu/extforest/Tax2005.pdf
http://www.westernforestry.org/forestroads/forestroads.htm

