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Fourth Quarter ‘05 Delivered log prices in Montana 

T h e  c h a r t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  

s h o w s  M o n t a n a ’ s  a v e r a g e  

d e l i v e r e d  s a w  l o g  a n d  v e -

n e e r  l o g  pr i c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  

t h i r d  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 0 5 .   

T h e  p r i c e s  a r e  c a l c u l a t e d  

f r o m  s u r v e y s  c o n d u c t e d  

b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M o n -

t a n a ’ s  B u r e a u  o f  B u s i n e s s  

a n d  E c o n o m i c  R e s e a r c h .    

F o r e s t l a n d o w n e r s  c a n  

a p p r o x i m a t e  s t u m p a g e  

v a l u e  ( t h e  a m o u n t  t h e y  

r e c e i v e  f o r  s e l l i n g  s t a n d -
i n g  t i m b e r )  b y  s u b t r a c t -

i n g  l o g g i n g  a n d  l o g  h a u l -

i n g  c o s t s  f r o m  t h e  d e l i v -

e r e d  l o g  p r i c e .  

Quarter 4, 2005 
Delivered log prices per thousand board feet, Scribner Scale

Eastern change from Western change from change from 

Montana previous Montana previous Statewide previous

Ponderosa Pine
Yellow $438 $80 $491 $44 xx

Bull $345 $28 $404 $40 xx
Lodgepole Pine $451 $0 $445 $2 xx
Douglas-fir $460 $4 $472 $6 $570 $27
Western Larch $474 $14 $543 ($7)
Engelmann Spruce $451 ($2) $444 $0 xx
Subalpine fir $384 ($8) $388 ($3) xx
Grand fir xx $381 ($5) xx
Western Red Cedar xx $517 $4 xx
Hemlock xx $386 ($6) xx
White Pine xx $427 ($42) xx
Other species xx xx $413 $0

Typical Log Hauling and Logging costs 
(for three different logging systems) are:

Helicopter logging $325 to $375 per thousand BF
Cable/Line Logging $175 to $225 per thousand BF
Ground/Tractor Logging $125 to $200 per thousand BF
Log Hauling $50 to $125  per thousand BF

Veneer logsSaw logs

Montana Timber and Conservation Groups 

Seek Solutions 
 A  co l l abo r at i ve  g ro u p 

( s e e  g r a p h i c  t o  t h e  

r i g h t)  m a de  u p  o f  t im be r 
i n d us tr y  an d co n s e r va -
t i o n  g ro u ps  fo rme d  th i s  

p a st  J an ua ry  af te r  th e  
i n di v id u a l  o r g an i z at io n s  

r e al i ze d th e y  we re  n o t 
h ap py  wi th  th e  p ro po se d 
f o r e s t  m an a ge m e n t  p la n  

o n  t h e  B e a v e r h e a d -
D e e r lo d ge  Na t io n al  F o r -

e s t  ( BD LNF ) .   

A c co r d in g  to  p re s s  re -
p o r ts ,  th e  so me ti me  ad -

v e r sa r ie s  fo un d  a  lo t  o f  
c o m mo n  g ro un d  d u r in g 

t h e  co u rse  o f  th e i r  me e t -
i n gs  a n d  th e  re s ul t  is  a       
p a r t n e r s h i p  s t r a t e g y ,  

w h i ch  w as  re le a se d  i n  
l a te  A p ri l  fo r re vi e w  b y  

t h e  U S Fo re s t  Se rv ic e  
a n d C o un ty  C o mm iss io n -
e rs  i n  th e  co un t ie s  af -

f e c te d  b y  th e  p ro po s al .    

T h e  s t ra te gy  a i ms  t o  

i n c r e a s e  t i m b e r  h a r -
v e s ts ,  W il de rn e ss  a re as ,  
a n d  o p po r t un i t ie s  f o r 

h u n t in g ,  f i sh i n g ,  a n d 
r e c re a t io n .   S te wa r dsh i p 

c o n t r a c t i n g ,  w h i c h      
a l lo ws  ti mbe r  re ve n ue  t o  
f un d  o th e r  lo c al  s t e w -

a r d sh i p  p ro je c ts ,  i s  th e  
t o o l  th a t  w o u l d  b e  u se d 

t o  ac co m p l ish  th ose  ob -
j e ct i ve s .    

E c o s y s t e m  R e s e a r c h  

G r o u p  ( ER G) ,  a  M is -
s o u l a- b ase d  c o n s u l t in g 

f i rm  as s i s te d  in  th e  de -
v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e      
p a r tn e rsh i p  s t ra te gy.    

Seeking a solution to the gridlock on 
our National Forests, the organiza-
tions above developed a partnership 
strategy for the management of the 
Beaverhead Deer Lodge National 
Forest. 

http://www.redlodgeclearinghouse.org/commentary/04_12_06_pyramid.html
http://www.missoulian.com/articles/2006/04/25/news/mtregional/news06.txt
http://www.canada.com/vancouversun/voices/story.html?id=95e8da97-948c-4078-b478-09b8ab4b7dc5%20
http://www.billingsgazette.net/articles/2006/04/25/news/state/40-usfs-sued.txt
http://www.missoulian.com/articles/2006/04/26/news/local/znews04.txt
http://www.ecosystemrg.com/beaverhead-deerlodge/press/Draft%20Partnership%20Strategy.pdf
http://www.ecosystemrg.com/
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 W i ld la n d Co n se r va t i on S e r-

v i c e s ,  a  M i s s o u l a  c o m pa n y 

o w n ed b y M a rk V a n de r  M ee r ,  

s p ec i a li z es  i n f or est  r est o ra -

t i o n—t h e p ro c e s s of  a pp l yi ng  

e c o lo g i c a l l y r e sp o ns i b le  fo r-

e st r y m et h od s t o re st or e a nd 

s u st a i n lo ng -t erm f or est  u se 

a nd vi t a li t y .    

 T he re  a r e  p l ent y of  ot h er  

c omp a ni e s m a ki ng  t h e sa me 

c la i m , b ut  V a n de r  M ee r ’ s o p-

e ra t i o n i s  u ni q ue b ec a us e he 

d o e s a l l of  t h e wo rk .   H e st a r t s 
b y c o nd uc t i ng  a  c om pr eh e n-

s i ve  b i op h ysi c a l  a ss e s sme nt  o n 

a  f or e st — n ot  j ust  m ea sur i ng  

t he  vo l um e o f t i m b e r  p re s e nt .   

V a nd er  M ee r  t h en  u s es  t he  a s-

s e s s m e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o m -

b i n ed  w i t h  t he  la nd o wn e r ’ s 

o b j ec t i ve s t o a ut h or  a  w r i t t e n 

f o re st  m a na g em e nt  p la n .    

 A  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  f or e st  

r e st o ra t i on  w or k  i s  t h a t  g e ne r-

a l l y a  fo re st ’ s  sma l le r  t r ee s 

a r e ha r v es t e d w hi l e m o st  of  

t he  la rg e t re e s a re  le ft  st a n d-

i ng .  T he  c a t c h i s  t ha t  t he  r e-

m o va l o f  t h e sma l l  t r ee s c a n 

b e fi na nc i a ll y  pr ob l ema t i c  f or  

l a nd ow n er s b ec a u se  t h ei r  l ow 

v a lu e d o es n ot  o ff s et  t h e c o st  

o f  doi ng  t he wo rk .   Th u s,  t he 

c o st  i s  b or n e b y t h e la n d-

o w n e r .   Ha r v e s t i n g  b i g g e r ,  

m or e va lua b l e t re e s,  i n c o n-

t ra st ,   pa ys i t s  ow n wa y a nd 

c a n  pr o vi d e i nc om e t o  t he 

l a nd ow n er .    

 V a nd er  M e er  ha s a t  lea st  

p a rt i a l l y  f i g ur ed  ou t  f or e st  

r e st or a t i o n ec o n omi c s  p ro b -

l e m s t ha n k s t o  hi s a r ra y of   

l o w -i mpa c t  l og g i n g  a n d l og  

p ro c e s si n g  eq ui p me nt .     

Restoration Forestry—Wildland Conservation Services Style 

 I t  a l l st a r t s wi t h a  sma l l 

J o hn De er e t ra c t or  eq ui pp ed 

w i t h a  Fa rmi  wi nc h fo r  dra g -

g i ng  l og s o ut  of  t h e w oo d s  t o 

a  l og  la ndi ng .   At  t h e la ndi ng  

t he y a r e p i c k ed up b y hi s 

s ma l l l og  t r a i ler  a n d ha u l ed t o 

h i s l og  ya rd i n M i s so u la .  

  At  t he l og  ya rd ,  V a n de r  M e er  

u s e s a  s emi -p ort a b l e B ra n d X  

s a w mi ll t o c o n ver t  t h e l og s 

i nt o a  va r i et y  o f  pr odu c t s  i n -

c lu di ng  l umb er  t ha t  i s  u s ed 

f o r  c a b i n et s a n d fi ne wo od -

w o r k i n g ,  s p e c i a l  d i m e n s i o n 

b ea m s,  a nd l og s f la t t en ed  o n 

t wo  si d es  fo r  us e  i n  st ruc -

t u r e s .   A n o t h e r  a s p e c t  o f  
V a n d er  M ee r ’s  op er a t i o n i s  

t ha t  h e t ra c ks t he wo od fr om 

t he la nd ow n er ’ s pro p ert y t o 

h i s l og  ya r d a n d u lt i m a t e l y 

t hr oug h t o  t h e f i ni sh ed  pr od -

u c t s .   He  ha s  f ou nd  t ha t  a  

s t r o ng  s e l li ng  p oi nt  f or  s om e 

c o ns um er s i s  k n owi ng  t ha t  a  

pa rt i c u la r  pr od uc t  c om es fr om 

a  f or est  re st ora t i o n p roj ec t .   

 V a nd er  M ee r ’s “ va l ue -a d de d”  

t i mb er  ut i l i za t i o n a pp ro a c h ,  

c o nt ra st s wi t h t h e li mi t ed op -

t i o ns a v a i la b le  t o mo st  la nd -

o w n er s— ei t he r  p i l e a n d b ur n 

t he l o w- va l ue ma t er i a l,  o r  se l l 

i t  t o r e la t i v e l y lo w va lu e p u lp  

a nd p o st  a n d po l e ma r k et s .   

D e sp i t e  t h e a d va nt a g es  of  a dd -

i ng  va l ue t o sma l l l og s ,  V a nd er  

M ee r  c a ut i o ns  t h a t  hi s  a p -

p roa c h i s  n ot  f ea si b le o n a l l 

p roj ec t s a nd d oe s n ot  g ua ra n -

t ee n o out - of -p oc ket  ex pe n se s 

f o r  a  la n d ow ne r  s e eki ng  t o 
c omp l et e a  re st ora t i o n pro -

j ec t .   

 M a r k V a n de r  M e er  c a n b e 

r ea c he d a t  40 6- 54 1-2 56 5 or  

v a nd y@ b i g s k y. n et   or  c hec k 

o ut  ww w. va n wi ld .c om  

An example of a restored forest—many smaller trees have been harvested leaving a few larger 
trees.  The result of such work is that natural forest processes are maintained, appropriate native 
species are favored, stand structural diversity is enhanced, tree vigor is increased, fire hazard is 
decreased, and wildlife habitat is enhanced.  

http://www.hud-son.com/winches.htm
http://www.brandxsawmills.com/index.htm
mailto:vandy@bigsky.net
http://www.vanwild.com/
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Restoration Forestry...continued 

P r i c e w a t e r h o u s e C o o p e r s  i s  

h o s t i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  a n n u a l  g l o b a l  

f o r e s t  a n d  p a p e r  i n d u s t r y  c o n -

f e r e n c e  i n  V a n c o u v e r ,  C a n a d a  o n  

M a y  1 1 .   C E O s  f r o m  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  

l e a d i n g  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  c o m p a -

n i e s  w i l l  d i s c u s s  r e c e n t  s u c -

c e s s e s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s  a r o u n d  t h e  

t h e m e  o f  G lo bal  So ur cin g,  L o ca l  

Im pa cts .    

E x c e l l e n t  n e t w o r k i n g  o p p o r t u -

n i t i e s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  a s  t h e  

c o n f e r e n c e   i s   e x p e c t e d  t o  dr a w  

o v e r  4 0 0  C E O s  a n d  s e n i o r  f o r e s t  

a n d  p a p e r  i n d u s t r y  e x e c u t i v e s ,  

i n d u s t r y  a n a l y s t s ,  c u s t o m e r s ,  

s u p p l i e r s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c y  

m a k e r s .  

T h e  H o n o u r a b l e  R i c h  C o l e m a n ,  

B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ’ s  M i n i s t e r  o f  

F o r e s t s  a n d  R a n g e  a n d  M i n i s t e r  

R e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  H o u s i n g ,  w i l l  

p r o v i d e  a  k e y n o t e  p r e s e n t a t i o n .   

A l s o  s p e a k i n g  w i l l  b e  s e v e r a l  

f o r e s t  i n d u s t r y  C E O s  i n c l u d i n g   

R i c k  H o l l e y  o f  P l u m  C r e e k ,  J i m  

L o p e z  o f  T e m b e c ,  C a r l o s  A g u i a r  

o f  A r a c r u z  C e l l u l o s e  i n B r a z i l ,  

F r a n k  G r e a v e s  o f  I l i m  P u l p  i n  S t .  

P e t e r s b u r g  R u s s i a ,  a n d  R u s s e l l  

H o r n e r ,  C a t a l y s t  P a p e r  C o r p o r a -

t i o n .    

C l i c k  h e r e  f o r  m o r e  i n f o .  

Global Forest and Paper Industry Conference 

Mark Vander Meer uses this small tractor which is equipped with a 
winch and 160 feet of cable to move logs from the woods to a log 
landing.   

Once a load of logs has been accumulated at the landing, Vander 
Meer uses this small log loader and trailer to transport logs from the 
landing to his log yard in Missoula. 

At the log yard, Vander Meer uses this Brand X sawmill (which is 
made in Montana) to convert the logs to lumber and larger dimension 
beams. 

On some logs, Vander Meer uses the sawmill to cut off two sides so 
that they can more easily be used to build barns, sheds, and saunas 
(as shown in the partially constructed sauna above). 

http://www.pwc.com/extweb/ncevents.nsf/docid/F1189FB816613368852570CA001C29B6
http://www.brandxsawmills.com/index.htm


Forestry Educational Calendar 

Montana State University Extension Forestry is a branch of 

the MSU Extension Service and is housed cooperatively with Col-

lege of Forestry and Conservation at the University of Montana in 

Missoula, Montana.  

The mission of Extension Forestry is to provide education and out-

reach to non-industrial private forest landowners, forestry indus-

try, and other forestry-related organizations in Montana.   

Extension Forestry carries out its mission by providing its stake-

holders with educational workshops, publications, news-releases, 

brochures, and videos.  Common topics include forest stewardship 

planning, forest insect and disease, windbreaks/living snow 

fences, alternative forest management practices, wildfire hazard 

reduction, forest products marketing, and tree pruning & care.   

Family Forestry Expo              
May 8th through May 14th                   
Columbia Falls, MT                             
call Denise Germann 406-758-5252                                   
 

Forest Discovery Days            
May 10-12                                        
Pattee Canyon near Missoula, MT         
call 406-543-6623 for info 

 

Forest Stewardship Workshop                                                       
May 11,12, & 19th                                    
Swan Valley, MT                                 
call Caren Stewart at 243-2773 for info   

       

Silviculture, Fire,& Fuels                                            
May 22 & 23rd                                       
Lubrecht Forest, Ovando, MT                                   
call Caren Stewart at 243-2773 for info  

We’re on the Web: 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm  

 

Di d  a  fri end  s end  t h i s  newsl et t er t o you ?   

I f  s o,  s ign up  a nd w e ca n se nd t he  ne w s lett er  d ir e ct ly  t o 

y our  ema il a ddre s s .    

Do you  h a ve c omm ent s,  st ory  i d ea s,  o r ot h er    

su ggest i ons?  

I f  s o,  s e nd t he m t o Roy  A nde rs on,  ne w s le tt er  e dit or  

Montana State University Extension Service is an ADA/EO/AA/Veteran's Preference                                       
Employer and education outreach provider. 

Forest Roads Maintenance                                       
June 2nd and 9th                              
Missoula, MT                                      
call Caren Stewart at 243-2773 for info  

 

Using GPS                               
June 2  Moscow, ID                                
June 10 Coeur D’ Alene, ID                 
Call Yvonne at (208) 885-7718 for info   

 

Forest Stewardship Workshop                                                       
June 15,16, & 23                            
Seeley Lake, MT                                 
call Caren Stewart at 243-2773 for info  

 

Habitat Field Day                    
June 9                                            
Coeur D’ Alene, ID                             
click here for info              

Thinning and Pruning Field Day               
June 9 Orofino, ID                                    
June 17 Sandpoint, ID                       
click here for info    

 

Insect and Disease Management 
in Forested Ecosystems            
June 22 & 23                                 
Butte, MT                                           
call Amy Kearney 406-542-4283 

 

 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm
mailto:roy.anderson@cfc.umt.edu
mailto:roy.anderson@cfc.umt.edu
http://www.cnr.uidaho.edu/extforest/Habitat%20Field%20Day.htm
http://www.cnr.uidaho.edu/extforest/Thinning%20&%20Pruning.htm

