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June 24" is ID, WA & MT Forest Owners Field Day

Forest Owners Field
Day is an “out in the
woods” educational ex-

perience for anyone inter-
ested in learning how to
manage forest land for
ecological and economic
objectives.

This vyear’'s Field Day
will be on Saturday, June
24 from 8 am to 4 pm at
Delay Farms in Carey-
wood, ldaho (about 20
miles south of Sand-
point). Delay Farms is
owned by Ray and Fairy

o)
Forestry™

SAF Journal Archives: 1902-1999

The Society of American
Foresters has been
publishing scientific for-
estry journals since 1902.
Except for the last few
years the journal issues
were only available in
hard copy. That has
changed with the devel-
opment of The Roots of
Forestry — an online ar-

Delay and includes over
1,000 acres of actively
managed forest.

The Field Day includes
a number of hour-long
instructional sessions and
demonstrations all taught
by forestry and natural
resource professionals.
The sessions include: 1)
How Big is an Acre? How
Big is my Tree?, 2) Small
Scale Forestry Equip-
ment, 3) Forest Health,
4) Wildlife Habitat En-
hancement, 5) Thinning

chive (1902-1999) of the
Journals of the Society of
American Foresters.

Users can search the
nearly 100-year-long for-
estry literature archive
by author, title, or key-
word. Included among
the nearly 12,000 arti-
cles in the database are
the writings of forestry
pioneers such as Gifford
Pinchot and Aldo Leo-

pold. Since the archive
goes back nearly 100
years, on can track

changes in the prevailing

& Pruning, 6) Noxious
and Invasive Weed
Plants, 7) Nontimber

Forest Products, 8) Un-
derstanding the Timber
Market & Selling Your
Logs. Also offered is a 3
hour session on Hands-
On Global Positioning
Systems.

Clickto see a flier

and registration form. Or
register by calling (208)
762-4939 extension 114.

forest management phi-
losophies.

Subscription to The
Roots of Forestry is free
with a membership in the
Society of American For-
esters. Nonmembers
have free access to all
search capabilities, titles,
authors, abstracts. Non-
members can pay $6 to
view an article’s full text.

Clickto register.
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Flint Creek
Valley Days

Started in the 1960's to
celebrate the arrival of a
sawmill to Philipsburg,
Montana, Flint Creek
Valley Days will be held
the last weekend in July
in Philipsburg. The
celebration includes a
parade with logging
trucks and equipment
and a barbeque
followed by a logging
skills competition.

For more information
call the Philipsburg
Chamber of Commerce
at 406-859-3388
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Marks-Miller Post and Pole — A 31 year family partnership

In the spring of 1975, Dar-
rell Miller with few obliga-
tions and responsibilities -
nor with another job in
sight - quit his job as a
youth counselor. About the
same time Gary Marks fin-

ished vocational school and
bought a portable post
peeler. He planned to use
the machine to fill a con-
tract for supplying 1200
fence posts. Soon, the two

men, who had previously
been casual acquaintances,
became employer (Marks)
and employee (Miller). Six
months and several fence
post orders later, Marks
told Miller, “all the money
I'm making is going to pay
you.”

Their solution Marks’

problem was to form a part-
nership. It turned out to be
a good idea because thirty-
one years later, Marks,
Miller, and their wives,
Debbie and Karen, are still
going strong, doing business
as Marks-Miller Post and

Pole, Inc. Located in
Clancy, Montana just off In-
terstate 15 exit 182, the
Marks and Miller families

now own an impressive post
producing and treating fa-
cility and retail sales opera-
tion.

In the early years it was
just Marks, Miller, and the
portable post peeler, but

eventually the two families
decided to grow their busi-

ness. To expand production
they bought a wused post
peeler from now defunct

Montana Pole of Butte. The
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Posts awaiting peeling. The material has been staged in decks of uniform
length and diameter.

machine was pretty well
worn out, but retooling it
gave Marks, who handles a
lot of the production end of
the business, the opportu-
nity to really learn how the
machine works and to set it
up in a way that made sense
for their operation.

The decision to grow the
business also meant hiring
help. Miller says that from
the start their philosophy
about employees was to of-
fer a livable wage and good
benefits in order to attract
quality people. To that end,
each Marks-Miller employee
qualifies for health insur-
ance and an SEP retirement
program into which the
company pays a large per-
centage of each employee’s
gross annual wage. Employ-
ees also receive an annual
bonus based on the com-
pany’s performance.

The philosophy has paid
off, Marks and Miller are
justifiably proud that their
employees stick with the
company. Marvin Allison,
the most senior of their 13
employees, has been with
the company 22 years and
the most junior employee
(who filled a new position)
has been there over 2 years.

Besides more employees,
the company has also grown
in other ways. For example,
in 1996 instead of buying
unpeeled posts already cut
to length, Marks-Miller be-
gan buying lodgepole pine
whips (whole tree-length
stems). The change meant
they needed a machine that
could cut the whips into
post lengths and then sort
the resulting pieces by di-
ameter class. The answer
was a $150,000 excavator
equipped with a Hahn proc-



Marks Miller...continued

essing head. In 2002, they
upgraded from the original
machine by investing
$175,000 in an excavator
equipped with a LogMax
cutting head. Then in 2006,
in anticipation of a large
influx of raw material from
a Forest Service timber sale
near Helena, they purchased
a second LogMax equipped
excavator for $225,000.
Unfortunately, the machine
may soon become idle be-
cause the timber sale has
been tied up in litigation.
Nevertheless, this setup al-
lows more control over the
manufacturing process and
the waste material is cut
into firewood that sells for
$50 per cord.

While buying whips has
increased manufacturing
control, buying enough of
them is the biggest bottle-
neck in the whole operation
says Marks. There are two
reasons for the supply prob-
lem. One is that in recent
years there have been fewer
Forest Service timber sales.
The second is that Marks-
Miller needs almost as much
raw material as it can get
since the company enjoys
strong demand for its prod-
ucts, which include chemical
preservative treated fence
posts and rails and specialty
items such as deck railing
and furniture stock. If the
past can be used to predict
the future, their customers
will be asking for those
products for years to come.

Visit the Marks-Miller

websitel for more informa-

tion.

A processor equipped with a LogMax head cuts the tree-length lodgepole pine
stems to the lengths required by Marks-Miller customers. The various lengths
and diameters are sorted in to like groups by placing them in roll-on roll-off
bunks that were designed by Gary Marks.

L

A truck equipped with a hook lift picks up a bunk of posts that are uniform in
length and diameter. The bunk will be transported to a log deck near the com-
pany’s two post peeling machines. Marks and Miller say this process is more
efficient that using a loader to move the material.

Page 3


http://www.marks-miller.com/

Montana State University Extension Forestry is a branch of
the MSU Extension Service and is housed cooperatively with Col-
lege of Forestry and Conservation at the University of Montana in
Missoula, Montana.

The mission of Extension Forestry is to provide education and out-
reach to non-industrial private forest landowners, forestry indus-
try, and other forestry-related organizations in Montana.

MONTANA

STATE UNIVERSITY
EXTENSION

Forestry - 32 Campus Dr. Missoula, MT 59812-0606

Extension Forestry carries out its mission by providing its stake-
holders with educational workshops, publications, news-releases,
brochures, and videos. Common topics include forest stewardship

planning, forest insect and disease, windbreaks/living snhow
fences, altemative forest management practices, wildfire hazard
reduction, forest products marketing, and tree pruning & care.
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Did a friend send this newsletter to you?

If so, and we can send the newsletter directly to

your email address.

We’'re on the Web:
Do you have comments, story ideas, or other
suggestions?

If so, send them to newsletter editor

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm

Forestry Educational Calendar

Habitat Field Day
June 9

Coeur D’ Alene, ID
click|here| for info

Forest Stewardship Workshop
June 15,16, & 23

Seeley Lake, MT

call Caren Stewart at 243-2773 for info

Thinning and Pruning Field Day
June 9 Orofino, ID

June 17 Sandpoint, ID

click Mfor info

Insect and Disease Management

in Forested Ecosystems
June 22 & 23

Butte, MT

call Amy Kearney 406-542-4283

Montana State University Extension Service is an ADA/EO/AA/Veteran's Preference
Employer and education outreach provider.

Forest Stewardship Workshop
July 13,14, & 21

Missoula, MT

call Caren Stewart at 243-2773 for info

Natural Resources Youth Camp
July 23-28

Lubrecht Forest

call Caren Stewart at 243-2773 for info

Council on Forest Engineering
29th Annual Meeting

July 20-August 2nd

Coeur D’Alene, ldaho

Click|here|for info
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