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June 24th is ID, WA & MT Forest Owners Field Day  

Forest Owners Field 
Day is an “out in the  

woods” educational ex-
perience for anyone inter-
ested in learning how to 

manage forest land for 
ecological and economic 

objectives. 

This year’s Field Day 
will be on Saturday, June  

24 from 8 am to 4 pm at 
Delay Farms in Carey-

wood, Idaho (about 20 
miles south of Sand-
point).  Delay Farms is 

owned by Ray and Fairy 

  The Society of American 
Foresters (SAF) has been 

publishing scientific for-
estry journals since 1902.  
Except for the last few 

years the journal issues 
were only available in  

hard copy. That has  
changed with the devel-
opment of The Roots of 

Forestry — an online ar-

chive (1902-1999) of the 
Journals of the Society of 

American Foresters.  

 Users can search the 
nearly 100-year-long for-

estry literature  archive  
by author, title, or key-

word.  Included among 
the nearly 12,000  arti -
cles in the database are 

the writings of forestry 
pioneers such as Gifford 

Pinchot and Aldo Leo-
pold.  Since the archive  
goes back nearly 100 

years , on can track 
changes in the prevailing 

forest management phi-
losophies. 

 Subscription to The  
Roots of Forestry is free 
with a membership in the 

Society of American For-
esters.   Nonmembers 

have free access to all 
search capabilities, titles, 
authors, abstracts.  Non-

members can pay $6 to 
view an article’s full text.  

Click here to register. 

Delay and includes  over 
1,000 acres of actively 

managed forest.    

The Field Day includes 
a number of hour-long 

instructional sessions and 
demonstrations all taught 

by forestry and natural  
resource prof essionals . 
The sessions include:  1) 

How Big is an Acre? How 
Big is my Tree?, 2) Small  

Scale Forestry Equip-
ment, 3) Forest Health, 
4) Wildlife Habitat En-

hancement, 5) Thinning 

& Pruning, 6) Noxious  
a n d  In v as iv e  W e e d 

Plants , 7) Nontimber 
Forest Products, 8) Un-
derstanding the Timber 

Market & Selling Your 
Logs.  Also offered is a 3 

hour session on Hands-
On Global Positioning 
Systems.   

Click here to see a flier 
and registration form.  Or 

register by calling (208)  
762-4939 extension 114. 

Flint Creek          

Valley Days 

Started in the 1960’s to 
celebrate the arrival of a 
sawmill to Philipsburg, 
Montana,  Flint Creek 
Valley Days will be held 
the last weekend in July 
in Philipsburg.  The 
celebration includes a 
parade with logging 
trucks and equipment 
and a barbeque        
followed by a logging 
skills competition.   

For more information 
call the Philipsburg 
Chamber of Commerce 
at  406-859-3388 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/2006IDWAMTFieldDayFlyer.pdf
http://www.missoulian.com/articles/2006/05/22/news/mtregional/znews06.txt
http://www.missoulian.com/articles/2006/05/24/news/mtregional/news07.txt
http://www.newwest.net/index.php/topic/article/8851/C41/
http://www.100milefreepress.net/portals-code/list.cgi?paper=1&cat=23&id=659683&more=
http://www.safnet.org/
http://www.safnet.org/periodicals/forestryonline.cfm
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 I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 7 5 ,  D a r -
r e l l  M i l l e r  w i t h  f e w  o b l i g a -

t i o n s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  -  
n o r  w i t h  a n o t h e r  j o b  i n 
s i g h t  -  q u i t  h i s  j o b  a s  a  

y o u t h  c o u n s e l o r .   A b o u t  t h e  
s a m e  t i m e  G a r y  M a r k s  f i n -

i s h e d  v o c a t i o n a l  s c h o o l  a n d  
b o u g h t  a  p o r t a b l e  p o s t  
p e e l e r .   H e  p l a n n e d  t o  u s e  

t h e  m a c h i n e  t o  f i l l  a  c o n -
t r a c t  f o r  s u p p l y i n g  1 2 0 0  

f e n c e  p o s t s .   S o o n ,  t h e  t w o  
m e n ,  w h o  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  

b e e n  c a s u a l  a c q u a i n t a n c e s ,  
b e c a m e  e m p l o y e r  ( M a r k s )  
a n d  e m p l o y e e  ( M i l l e r ) .   S i x  

m o n t h s  a n d  s e v e r a l  f e n c e  
p o s t  o r d e r s  l a t e r ,  M a r k s  

t o l d  M i l l e r ,  “ a l l  t h e  m o n e y  
I ’ m  m a k i n g  i s  g o i n g  t o  p a y  
y o u . ”    

 T h e i r  s o l u t i o n  M a r k s ’  
p r o b l e m  w a s  t o  f o r m  a  p a r t -

n e r s h i p .   I t  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  
a  g o o d  i d e a  b e c a u s e  t h i r t y -

o n e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  M a r k s ,  
M i l l e r ,  a n d  t h e i r  w i v e s ,  
D e b b i e  a n d  K a r e n ,  a r e  s t i l l  

g o i n g  s t r o n g ,  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  
a s  M a r k s - M i l l e r  P o s t  a n d  

P o l e ,  I n c .   L o c a t e d  i n 
C l a n c y ,  M o n t a n a  j u s t  o f f  I n -
t e r s t a t e  1 5  e x i t  1 8 2 ,  t h e  

M a r k s  a n d  M i l l e r  f a m i l i e s  
n o w  o w n  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  p o s t  

p r o d u c i n g  a n d  t r e a t i n g  f a -
c i l i t y  a n d  r e t a i l  s a l e s  o p e r a -

t i o n .  

 I n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  i t  w a s  
j u s t  M a r k s ,  M i l l e r ,  a n d  t h e  

p o r t a b l e  p o s t  p e e l e r ,  b u t  
e v e n t u a l l y  t h e  t w o  f a m i l i e s  

d e c i d e d  t o  g r o w  t h e i r  b u s i -
n e s s .  T o  e x p a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  
t h e y  b o u g h t  a  u s e d  p o s t  

p e e l e r  f r o m  n o w  d e f u n c t  
M o n t a n a  P o l e  o f  B u t t e .   T h e  

Marks-Miller Post and Pole — A 31 year family partnership 

m a c h i n e  w a s  p r e t t y  w e l l  
w o r n  o u t ,  b u t  r e t o o l i n g  i t  

g a v e  M a r k s ,  w h o  h a n d l e s  a  
l o t  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  e n d  o f  
t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  o p p o r t u -

n i t y  t o  r e a l l y  l e a r n  h o w  t h e  
m a c h i n e  w o r k s  a n d  t o  s e t  i t  

u p  i n  a  w a y  t h a t  m a d e  s e n s e  
f o r  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n .  

 T h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  g r o w  t h e  
b u s i n e s s  a l s o  m e a n t  h i r i n g  
h e l p .   M i l l e r  s a y s  t h a t  f r o m  

t h e  s t a r t  t h e i r  p h i l o s o p h y  
a b o u t  e m p l o y e e s  w a s  t o  o f -

f e r  a  l i v a b l e  w a g e  a n d  g o o d  
b e n e f i t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  a t t r a c t  
q u a l i t y  p e o p l e .   T o  t h a t  e n d ,  

e a c h  M a r k s - M i l l e r  e m p l o y e e  
q u a l i f i e s  f o r  h e a l t h  i n s u r -

a n c e  a n d  a n  S E P  r e t i r e m e n t  
p r o g r a m  i n t o  w h i c h  t h e  

c o m p a n y  p a y s  a  l a r g e  p e r -
c e n t a g e  o f  e a c h  e m p l o y e e ’ s  
g r o s s  a n n u a l  w a g e .   E m p l o y -

e e s  a l s o  r e c e i v e  a n  a n n u a l  
b o n u s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  c o m -

p a n y ’ s  p e r f o r m a n c e .   

 T h e  p h i l o s o p h y  h a s  p a i d  
o f f ,   M a r k s  a n d  M i l l e r  a r e  

j u s t i f i a b l y  p r o u d  t h a t  t h e i r  
e m p l o y e e s  s t i c k  w i t h  t h e 
c o m p a n y .   M a r v i n  A l l i s o n ,  

t h e  m o s t  s e n i o r  o f  t h e i r  1 3  
e m p l o y e e s ,  h a s  b e e n  w i t h  

t h e  c o m p a n y  2 2  y e a r s  a n d  
t h e  m o s t  j u n i o r  e m p l o y e e   

( w h o  f i l l e d  a  n e w  p o s i t i o n )  
h a s  b e e n  t h e r e  o v e r  2  y e a r s .   

 B e s i d e s  m o r e  e m p l o y e e s ,  

t h e  c o m p a n y  h a s  a l s o  g r o w n  
i n  o t h e r  w a y s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  

i n  1 9 9 6  i n s t e a d  o f  b u y i n g  
u n p e e l e d  p o s t s  a l r e a d y  c u t  
t o  l e n g t h ,  M a r k s - M i l l e r  b e -

g a n  b u y i n g  l o d g e p o l e  p i n e  
w h i p s  ( w h o l e  t r e e - l e n g t h  

s t e m s ) .   T h e  c h a n g e  m e a n t  
t h e y  n e e d e d  a  m a c h i n e  t h a t  

c o u l d  c u t  t h e  w h i p s  i n t o  
p o s t  l e n g t h s  a n d  t h e n  s o r t  
t h e  r e s u l t i n g  p i e c e s  b y  d i -

a m e t e r  c l a s s .   T h e  a n s w e r  
w a s  a  $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  e x c a v a t o r  

e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a  H a h n  p r o c -

Posts awaiting peeling.  The material has been staged in decks of uniform 
length and diameter.  
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Marks Miller...continued 

e s s i n g  h e a d .   I n  2 0 0 2 ,  t h e y  
u p g r a d e d  f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

m a c h i n e  b y  i n v e s t i n g  
$ 1 7 5 , 0 0 0  i n  a n  e x c a v a t o r  
e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a  L o g M a x  

c u t t i n g  h e a d .  T h e n  i n  2 0 0 6 ,  
i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a  l a r g e  

i n f l u x  o f  r a w  m a t e r i a l  f r o m  
a  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  t i m b e r  s a l e  

n e a r  H e l e n a ,  t h e y  p u r c h a s e d  
a  s e c o n d  L o g M a x  e q u i p p e d  
e x c a v a t o r  f o r  $ 2 2 5 , 0 0 0 .   

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  m a c h i n e  
m a y  s o o n  b e c o m e  i d l e  b e -

c a u s e  t h e  t i m b e r  s a l e  h a s  
b e e n  t i e d  u p  i n  l i t i g a t i o n .   
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h i s  s e t u p  a l -

l o w s  m o r e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p r o c e s s  a n d  

t h e  w a s t e  m a t e r i a l  i s  c u t  
i n t o  f i r e w o o d  t h a t  s e l l s  f o r  

$ 5 0  p e r  c o r d .    

 W h i l e  b u y i n g  w h i p s  h a s  
i n c r e a s e d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  

c o n t r o l ,  b u y i n g  e n o u g h  o f  
t h e m  i s  t h e  b i g g e s t  b o t t l e -

n e c k  i n  t h e  w h o l e  o p e r a t i o n  
s a y s  M a r k s .   T h e r e  a r e  t w o  
r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  s u p p l y  p r o b -

l e m .   O n e  i s  t h a t  i n  r e c e n t  
y e a r s  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  f e w e r  

F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  t i m b e r  s a l e s .  
T h e  s e c o n d  i s  t h a t  M a r k s -

M i l l e r  n e e d s  a l m o s t  a s  m u c h  
r a w  m a t e r i a l  a s  i t  c a n  g e t  
s i n c e  t h e  c o m p a n y  e n j o y s  

s t r o n g  d e m a n d  f o r  i t s  p r o d -
u c t s ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  c h e m i c a l  

p r e s e r v a t i v e  t r e a t e d  f e n c e  
p o s t s  a n d  r a i l s  a n d  s p e c i a l t y  
i t e m s  s u c h  a s  d e c k  r a i l i n g  

a n d  f u r n i t u r e  s t o c k .   I f  t h e  
p a s t  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  p r e d i c t  

t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h e i r  c u s t o m e r s  
w i l l  b e  a s k i n g  f o r  t h o s e  

p r o d u c t s  f o r  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .  

V i s i t  t h e  M a r k s - M i l l e r    
w e b s i t e  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a -

t i o n .  

A processor equipped with a LogMax head cuts the tree-length lodgepole pine 
stems to the lengths required by Marks-Miller customers.  The various lengths 
and diameters are sorted in to like groups by placing them in roll-on roll-off 
bunks that were designed by Gary Marks.  

A truck equipped with a hook lift picks up a bunk of posts that are uniform in 
length and diameter.  The bunk will be transported to a log deck near the com-
pany’s two post peeling machines.  Marks and Miller say this process is more 
efficient that using a loader to move the material. 

http://www.marks-miller.com/


Forestry Educational Calendar 

Montana State University Extension Forestry is a branch of 

the MSU Extension Service and is housed cooperatively with Col-

lege of Forestry and Conservation at the University of Montana in 

Missoula, Montana.  

The mission of Extension Forestry is to provide education and out-

reach to non-industrial private forest landowners, forestry indus-

try, and other forestry-related organizations in Montana.   

Extension Forestry carries out its mission by providing its stake-

holders with educational workshops, publications, news-releases, 

brochures, and videos.  Common topics include forest stewardship 

planning, forest insect and disease, windbreaks/living snow 

fences, alternative forest management practices, wildfire hazard 

reduction, forest products marketing, and tree pruning & care.   

We’re on the Web: 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm  

 

Di d  a  fri end  s end  t h i s  newsl et t er t o you ?   

I f  s o,  s ign up  a nd w e ca n se nd t he  ne w s lett er  d ir e ct ly  t o 

y our  ema il a ddre s s .    

Do you  h a ve c omm ent s,  st ory  i d ea s,  o r ot h er    

su ggest i ons?  

I f  s o,  s e nd t he m t o Roy  A nde rs on,  ne w s le tt er  e dit or  

Montana State University Extension Service is an ADA/EO/AA/Veteran's Preference                                       
Employer and education outreach provider. 

Habitat Field Day                    
June 9                                            
Coeur D’ Alene, ID                             
click here for info     

 

Forest Stewardship Workshop                                                       
June 15,16, & 23                            
Seeley Lake, MT                                 
call Caren Stewart at 243-2773 for info  

 

Thinning and Pruning Field Day                    
June 9 Orofino, ID                                    
June 17 Sandpoint, ID                       
click here for info    

 

Insect and Disease Management 
in Forested Ecosystems            
June 22 & 23                                  
Butte, MT                                           
call Amy Kearney 406-542-4283 

Forest Stewardship Workshop                                                       
July 13,14, & 21                               
Missoula, MT                                      
call Caren Stewart at 243-2773 for info 

 

Natural Resources Youth Camp   
July 23-28                                         
Lubrecht Forest                                  
call Caren Stewart at 243-2773 for info 
 

Council on Forest Engineering 
29th Annual Meeting               
July 20-August 2nd                         
Coeur D’Alene,  Idaho                       
Click here for info 

 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm
mailto: roy.anderson@cfc.umt.edu
mailto: roy.anderson@cfc.umt.edu
http://www.cnr.uidaho.edu/extforest/Habitat%20Field%20Day.htm
http://www.cnr.uidaho.edu/extforest/Thinning%20&%20Pruning.htm
http://www.info.uidaho.edu/conferences/cofe/

