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Sustaining Montana’s Forests and Communities

Bob Brown, senior fel-
low at the Center for the
Rocky Mountain West, is
hosting a conference
called Sustaining Mon-
tana's Forests and Com-
munities.

The conference will
take place on Friday
July 14th at the Lu-
brecht Forest Confer-
ence Center and will ad-
dress long-term, land-

scape-level stewardship
and restoration projects
as tools for sustaining
our forests and commu-
nities.

This public seminar is
sponsored by the Center
for the Rocky Mountain
West and will feature
speakers and panel pres-
entations from represen-
tatives of the US Forest
Service, Conservation

Groups, Timber Indus-
try, Montana DNRC, and
The University of Mon-
tana. Click to view
the full agenda.

Attending the event
costs $10 and includes
lunch. Space is limited,
so please register early
by ~calling Jeannie
Thompson, (406) 243-
7700.

First Quarter ‘06 Delivered log prices in Montana

The chart to the right
shows Montana’'s average
delivered saw log and
veneer log prices during
the first quarter of 2006.
The prices are calculated
from surveys conducted
by the University of
Montana’s Bureau of
Business and Economic
Research.

Forest landowners can

approximate stumpage
value (the amount a

landowner would receive
for selling standing tim-
ber) by subtracting log-
ging and log hauling
costs from the delivered
log price.
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Government Report Sheds Light On

Eastern
Montana previous

change from

Western  change from
Montana previous

change from

Statewide previous

Ponderosa Pine
Yellow $475 $37
Bull $363 $18
Lodgepole Pine $459 $8
Douglas-fir $455 ($5)
Western Larch
Engelmann Spruce  $459 $8

Subalpine fir $404 $20
Grand fir XX
Western Red Cedar XX
Hemlock XX
White Pine XX

other species
Typical Log Hauling and Logging costs
(for three different logging systems) are:

Helicopter logging
Cable/Line Logging

$325 to $375 per thousand BF
$175 to $225 per thousand BF

$506 $15 XX
$392 ($12) XX
$452 $7 XX
$477 $5 $543 $27
$479 $5 $543 $0
$449 $5 XX
$398 $10 XX
$394 $13 XX
$550 $33 XX
$392 $6 XX
$434 $7 XX
$419 $6

Eastern

Ground/Tractor Logging $125 to $200 per thousand BF

Log Hauling

$50 to $125 per thousand BF

30 Years Of Home Building Trends

Inland savwmill

output down
11.8% since

last year

Through April, 2006 lum-
ber production in the
West totaled 6.269 billion
board feet, off 5.6% com-
pared to the same period
last year, according to the
Western Wood Products
Association. Production in
the Coast region fell 1.2%
vs. last year, while Inland
output fell 11.8%.

Source: Random Lengths



http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/SustainingMontanasForestsAndCommunities.pdf
http://www.kaj18.com/Global/story.asp?S=5087527&nav=menu227_8
http://www.newwest.net/index.php/topic/article/9460/C38/L38#omments
http://www.free-press.biz/6-2006/logging-defense.html
http://www.nahb.org/news_details.aspx?sectionID=148&newsID=2772

Estimating the Volume and Value of Biomass in Western Montana

A study published in the
June 2006 issue of the
Forest Products Journal

outlines a method for esti-
mating the volume and value
of Western Montana’'s forest
biomass which is defined as
otherwise unmerchantable
woody residue from timber
harvest operations.

Although forest biomass
has generally been viewed as
more of a nuisance than a
viable product, it's appeal
has been growing. One rea-
son is that fossil fuel prices
are high, so there is keen
interest in developing alter-
native fuels. Second, since
many western forests are in

poor health, many forest
managers feel that forest
health can be restored by

using machines (rather than
fire) to remove biomass
from the forest. Thus, an
obvious link between bio fu-
els and forest health is to
use the forest biomass from
forest restoration treat-
ments to produce renewable
energy.

Indeed that is already hap-
pening. For example, the
Fuels for Schools program
in Montana provides a mar-
ket for about 10,000 tons of
forest biomass each year.
In addition, Smurfit-Stone
Container Corporation uses
about 350,000 tons of forest
biomass each year. Despite
these existing markets, the
report authors suggest that
additional markets might
develop if investors could
be assured of the volume of
forest biomass available and
its cost.
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The approach used in the

study was to use an analysis
of permanent growth plot
data, aerial and satellite
imagery, and estimates of
treatment costs to arrive at
an estimated volume and
value of forest biomass.

The authors selected the
Bitterroot Valley in Ravalli
County for the study area.
The Bitterroot Valley was
selected because about 70
percent of the county is Na-
tional Forest (much of
which needs forest restora-
tion treatment), there is a
growing population in the
Wildland Urban Interface,
and it is close to existing
wood products processing
infrastructure.

Their results show that just
over 67,000 acres are suit-
able for treatment in Ravalli
County. If all of those acres
were treated according to a

Forest biomass being delivered to a renewable energy market in Western Montana.
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prescription designed to re-
store forest health it would
yield 940,000 green tons of
forest biomass (14 tons per

acre) if whole tree logging
were used. Or 806,000
green tons (12 tons per
acre) if cut-to-length log-
ging were used.

Another finding of the
study was that when whole
tree logging is used, it
costs $3 per ton more to

burn it on site rather than
hauling it to a nearby bio-
mass market (assuming it

costs $174 per acre to burn
biomass on site). Con-
versely, with cut-to-length
harvesting it costs $15 to
$17 more per ton to haul it
to a nearby biomass market
than to burn it on site.

The full report is available
(for a fee to non-Forest
Products Society members)

at: [www.forestprod.org



http://www.forestprod.org/

Home Resource now offering GoodWood™

Since mid-May|Home Resource,|
a Missoula building materials re-
use and recycling center, has been
selling new construction lumber
under the brand name Good-
Wood™. Like conventional
lumber, GoodWood™ is grade
stamped, competitively priced,
kiln-dried, and comes in standard
lengths and dimensions. What
makes the brand unique though,
is that the trees used to make it

were harvested locally and
sustainably.
GoodWood™ customers are

assured of the product’s local and
sustainable attributes through the
efforts of Mark Vander Meer (who
was featured in theissue of
MFPMN) and two local sawmills.
Timber harvested from Western
Montana forest restoration
projects approved by Vander Meer
is shipped to Tricon Timber in St.
Regis or Pyramid Mountain
Lumber in Seeley Lake.

At both sawmills, logs from the
approved timber projects are
placed in separate log decks so
that they do not become mixed
with the mills’ other logs. As
Home Resource places lumber
orders, logs are pulled from the
special log decks and then sent
through the mill. Out the other
end, comes GoodWood™ lumber
in dimensions between 2” x 4~
and 2” x 12” and lengths between
8 and 16’. As a general rule,
Tricon manufactures the narrower
and shorter dimensions, while
Pyramid produces the longer and
wider lumber.

Vander Meer approached Home
Resource co-directors Matt Hisel
and Lauren Varney about selling
GoodWood™ and they liked the

idea, but since they are a smallish

non-profit, ponying up enough
money to buy a large lumber
shipment was a problem. That

hurdle was overcome thanks to an
anonymous donor who helped
Home Resource place an initial
order for 19,000 board feet, or
enough lumber to build about 1.5
homes.

Varney says he spent some time
researching lumber prices at the
local Home Depot and Lowes
stores and priced GoodWood™ at
comparable prices. He admits
that strategy means slim margins,
but he also points out that rather
than maximizing profit, Home
Resource’'s main objectives are to
sustain the local economy and
provide low-income families with
building materials.

Varney says he has been
pleasantly surprised with sales.
They've already had to order
another shipment because in the
first two weeks, about 1/3 of the
original 19,000 board feet was
sold including all of the 2x4 studs.

Varney also notes that
GoodWood™ has been appealing
to a slightly different market. He
says that, “before we had
GoodWood™ about 90 percent of
our lumber sales were to do-it-
yourselfers, now we are selling
about 50 percent of our
GoodWood™ inventory to do-it-
yourselfers and 50 percent to
local building contractors.

Home Resource is located in
Missoula on Kent Avenue, two
blocks east of the Brooks Street.
They can be reached at
406-541-8300.

Home Resource, a Missoula building material reuse and recycling center, is now offering

GoodWood™ construction lumber, which is locally sourced, locally manufactured, and made from

trees sustainably harvested during forest restoration projects.
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http://www.homeresource.org/
http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/MFPMNMay06.pdf

Montana State University Extension Forestry is a branch of
the MSU Extension Service and is housed cooperatively with Col-
lege of Forestry and Conservation at the University of Montana in
Missoula, Montana.

The mission of Extension Forestry is to provide education and out-
reach to non-industrial private forest landowners, forestry indus-
try, and other forestry-related organizations in Montana.

MONTANA Extension Forestry carries out its mission by providing its stake-

STATE UHIVERSI'T.Y holders with educational workshops, publications, news-releases,

brochures, and videos. Common topics include forest stewardship
EXTENSION planning, forest insect and disease, windbreaks/living show
fences, altemative forest management practices, wildfire hazard

Forestry - 32 Campus Dr. Missoula, MT 59812-0606
reduction, forest products marketing, and tree pruning & care.

/ —.

Did a friend send this newsletter to you?

If so, |sign up|and we can send the newsletter directly to

your email address.

We’'re on the Web:

Do you have comments, story ideas, or other
http://www forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm suggestions?

1f so, send them to |Roy Anderson| newsletter editor

Forestry Educational Calendar

Forest Stewardship Workshop Council on Forest Engineering
July 13,14, & 21 29th Annual Meeting

Missoula, MT July 30-August 2nd

call Caren Stewart at 243-2773 for info Coeur D’Alene, Idaho

CIicfor info

Sustaining Montana’s Forests and Forest Stewardship Workshop

Communities August 17,18, & 25

July 14 Yellow Bay, MT

Lubrecht Forest, Greenough, MT call Caren Stewart at 243-2773 for info
call Jeannie Thompson at 243-7700 for

info

Natural Resources Youth Camp
July 23-28

Lubrecht Forest

call Caren Stewart at 243-2773 for info

Montana State University Extension Service is an ADA/EO/AA/Veteran's Preference
Employer and education outreach provider.
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