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Inland sawmill 

output down 

11.8% since 

last year 

Through April, 2006 lum-
ber production in the 
West totaled 6.269 billion 
board feet, off 5.6% com-
pared to the same period 
last year, according to the 
Western Wood Products 
Association. Production in 
the Coast region fell 1.2% 
vs. last year, while Inland 
output fell 11.8%.  
Source: Random Lengths 

First Quarter ‘06 Delivered log prices in Montana 

Th e  ch ar t  to  th e  r igh t 
sh o ws  Mo n tan a’s  ave ra ge  
d e l ive re d  s aw  lo g  an d 
ve n e e r  lo g p ri ce s  d u rin g 
th e  f i rs t  qu a rte r  o f  2 006 .   
Th e  pr i ce s  a re  c al cu la te d 
f rom  su rvey s  co n d uc te d 
b y  th e  U n i ve r s i t y  o f  
M o n t a n a ’ s  B u r e a u  o f  
B us in e s s  an d  E co n o mi c 
R e se a r ch .    

Fo re st  lan do wn e rs  c an  
a p p r o x i m a t e  s t u m p a g e  
v a l u e  ( th e  amo u n t a  
l an do wn e r wo u ld re ce i ve  
fo r  se l l in g  s t an d in g  ti m-
be r)  by  s ub t ra ct in g lo g-
g in g  an d  lo g  h a ul in g 
co sts  f ro m  th e  de l ive re d 
l o g  p r ice .  

Quarter 1, 2006 
Delivered log prices per thousand board feet, Scribner Scale

Eastern change from Western change from change from 

Montana previous Montana previous Statewide previous

Ponderosa Pine
Yellow $475 $37 $506 $15 xx

Bull $363 $18 $392 ($12) xx
Lodgepole Pine $459 $8 $452 $7 xx
Douglas-fir $455 ($5) $477 $5 $543 $27
Western Larch $479 $5 $543 $0
Engelmann Spruce $459 $8 $449 $5 xx
Subalpine fir $404 $20 $398 $10 xx
Grand fir xx $394 $13 xx
Western Red Cedar xx $550 $33 xx
Hemlock xx $392 $6 xx
White Pine xx $434 $7 xx
other species $419 $6

Typical Log Hauling and Logging costs 
(for three different logging systems) are:

Helicopter logging $325 to $375 per thousand BF
Cable/Line Logging $175 to $225 per thousand BF
Ground/Tractor Logging $125 to $200 per thousand BF
Log Hauling $50 to $125  per thousand BF

Veneer logsSaw logs

Sustaining Montana’s Forests and Communities 

Bo b B row n ,  se n io r fe l -
l o w a t th e  C e n te r  fo r  th e  

R o ck y  Mo un t ai n  W e s t,  i s  
h o s t i n g  a  c o n f e r e n c e  
c a l le d  S us t a in in g  M o n -

t a n a ’ s  F o r es ts  an d  Co m -
m un i t i es .    

T h e  co n f e re n c e  w i l l  
t ak e  p l ac e  o n  F r i da y  
J u l y  1 4 th  at  th e  Lu -

b r e ch t  Fo re s t  C o n fe r -
e n ce  C e n te r an d  w i l l  ad -

d r e ss  l o n g - te r m,  la n d -

s c ape - l e ve l  s te wa r dsh i p 
a n d  r e s to ra t io n  p ro je ct s  

a s  to o ls  f o r  s us ta in in g 
o u r  f o re s ts  an d  co m mu -
n i ti e s .    

T h i s  p ub l ic  se mi n a r  i s  
s po n so re d by  th e  C e n te r 

f o r  th e  R o ck y  Mo un t ai n  
W e st  an d  w i l l  fe a t ur e  
s pe ak e rs  an d  p an e l  p re s -

e n t at io n s  f ro m  re p re s e n -
t a t ive s  o f  th e  U S F o r e s t 

S e r v i c e ,  C o n s e r v a t i o n  

G r o u ps ,  T imb e r  In d us -
t r y ,  Mo n t an a  D NR C ,  an d 

T h e  U n ive r s i ty  o f  Mo n -
t an a.  C l i ck  h e r e  to  v ie w 
t h e  f u l l  age n d a.    

 A t te n d in g  th e  e ve n t 
c o s ts  $10  an d  in cl u de s  

l u n ch .   S pa ce  is  l i m ite d ,  
so  p le ase  re g is te r  e a rl y  
b y  c a l l i n g  J e a n n i e  

T h o m pso n ,  ( 40 6)  2 43 -
7 7 00.    

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/SustainingMontanasForestsAndCommunities.pdf
http://www.kaj18.com/Global/story.asp?S=5087527&nav=menu227_8
http://www.newwest.net/index.php/topic/article/9460/C38/L38#omments
http://www.free-press.biz/6-2006/logging-defense.html
http://www.nahb.org/news_details.aspx?sectionID=148&newsID=2772
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 A  s t u d y  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  
J u n e  2 0 0 6  i s s u e  o f  t h e     

F o r e s t  P r o d u c t s  J o u r n a l  
o u t l i n e s  a  m e t h o d  f o r  e s t i -
m a t i n g  t h e  v o l u m e  a n d  v a l u e  

o f  W e s t e r n  M o n t a n a ’ s  f o r e s t  
b i o m a s s  w h i c h  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  

o t h e r w i s e  u n m e r c h a n t a b l e  
w o o d y  r e s i d u e  f r o m  t i m b e r  
h a r v e s t  o p e r a t i o n s .    

 A l t h o u g h  f o r e s t  b i o m a s s   
h a s  g e n e r a l l y  b e e n  v i e w e d  a s  

m o r e  o f  a  n u i s a n c e  t h a n  a  
v i a b l e  p r o d u c t ,  i t ’ s  a p p e a l  

h a s  b e e n  g r o w i n g .  O n e  r e a -
s o n  i s  t h a t  f o s s i l  f u e l  p r i c e s  
a r e  h i g h ,  s o  t h e r e  i s  k e e n  

i n t e r e s t  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  a l t e r -
n a t i v e  f u e l s .   S e c o n d ,  s i n c e  

m a n y  w e s t e r n  f o r e s t s  a r e  i n  
p o o r  h e a l t h ,  m a n y  f o r e s t  
m a n a g e r s  f e e l  t h a t  f o r e s t  

h e a l t h  c a n  b e  r e s t o r e d  b y  
u s i n g  m a c h i n e s  ( r a t h e r  t h a n  

f i r e )  t o  r e m o v e  b i o m a s s  
f r o m  t h e  f o r e s t .  T h u s ,  a n  

o b v i o u s  l i n k  b e t w e e n  b i o  f u -
e l s  a n d  f o r e s t  h e a l t h  i s  t o  
u s e  t h e  f o r e s t  b i o m a s s  f r o m  

f o r e s t  r e s t o r a t i o n  t r e a t -
m e n t s  t o  p r o d u c e   r e n e w a b l e  

e n e r g y .  

 I n d e e d  t h a t  i s  a l r e a d y  h a p -
p e n i n g .   F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  

F u e l s  f o r  S c h o o l s  p r o g r a m  
i n  M o n t a n a  p r o v i d e s  a  m a r -

k e t  f o r  a b o u t  1 0 , 0 0 0  t o n s  o f  
f o r e s t  b i o m a s s  e a c h  y e a r .   

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  S m u r f i t - S t o n e  
C o n t a i n e r  C o r p o r a t i o n  u s e s  
a b o u t  3 5 0 , 0 0 0  t o n s  o f  f o r e s t  

b i o m a s s  e a c h  y e a r .   D e s p i t e  
t h e s e  e x i s t i n g  m a r k e t s ,  t h e  

r e p o r t  a u t h o r s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  
a d d i t i o n a l  m a r k e t s  m i g h t  
d e v e l o p  i f  i n v e s t o r s  c o u l d  

b e  a s s u r e d  o f  t h e  v o l u m e  o f  
f o r e s t  b i o m a s s  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  

i t s  c o s t .  

Estimating the Volume and Value of Biomass in Western Montana 

 T h e  a p p r o a c h  u s e d  i n  t h e   
s t u d y  w a s  t o  u s e  a n  a n a l y s i s  

o f  p e r m a n e n t  g r o w t h  p l o t  
d a t a ,  a e r i a l  a n d  s a t e l l i t e  
i m a g e r y ,  a n d  e s t i m a t e s  o f  

t r e a t m e n t  c o s t s  t o  a r r i v e  a t  
a n  e s t i m a t e d  v o l u m e  a n d  

v a l u e  o f  f o r e s t  b i o m a s s .    

 T h e  a u t h o r s  s e l e c t e d  t h e  

B i t t e r r o o t  V a l l e y  i n  R a v a l l i  
C o u n t y  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a .  
T h e  B i t t e r r o o t  V a l l e y  w a s  

s e l e c t e d  b e c a u s e  a b o u t  7 0  
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  i s  N a -

t i o n a l  F o r e s t  ( m u c h  o f  
w h i c h  n e e d s  f o r e s t  r e s t o r a -
t i o n  t r e a t m e n t ) ,  t h e r e  i s  a  

g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  
W i l d l a n d  U r b a n  I n t e r f a c e ,  

a n d  i t  i s  c l o s e  t o  e x i s t i n g  
w o o d  p r o d u c t s  p r o c e s s i n g  

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  

T h e i r  r e s u l t s  s h o w  t h a t  j u s t  
o v e r  6 7 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  a r e  s u i t -

a b l e  f o r  t r e a t m e n t  i n  R a v a l l i  
C o u n t y .   I f  a l l  o f  t h o s e  a c r e s  

w e r e  t r e a t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  

p r e s c r i p t i o n  d e s i g n e d  t o  r e -
s t o r e  f o r e s t  h e a l t h  i t  w o u l d  

y i e l d  9 4 0 , 0 0 0  g r e e n  t o n s  o f  
f o r e s t  b i o m a s s  ( 1 4  t o n s  p e r  
a c r e )  i f  w h o l e  t r e e  l o g g i n g  

w e r e  u s e d .   O r  8 0 6 , 0 0 0  
g r e e n  t o n s  ( 1 2  t o n s  p e r  

a c r e )  i f  c u t - t o - l e n g t h  l o g -
g i n g  w e r e  u s e d .    

 A n o t h e r  f i n d i n g  o f  t h e  
s t u d y  w a s  t h a t  w h e n  w h o l e  
t r e e  l o g g i n g  i s  u s e d ,   i t  

c o s t s  $ 3  p e r  t o n  m o r e  t o  
b u r n  i t  o n  s i t e  r a t h e r  t h a n  

h a u l i n g  i t  t o  a  n e a r b y  b i o -
m a s s  m a r k e t  ( a s s u m i n g  i t  
c o s t s  $ 1 7 4  p e r  a c r e  t o  b u r n  

b i o m a s s  o n  s i t e ) .   C o n -
v e r s e l y ,  w i t h  c u t - t o - l e n g t h  

h a r v e s t i n g  i t  c o s t s  $ 1 5  t o  
$ 1 7  m o r e  p e r  t o n  t o  h a u l  i t  

t o  a  n e a r b y  b i o m a s s  m a r k e t  
t h a n  t o  b u r n  i t  o n  s i t e .    

T h e  f u l l  r e p o r t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  

( f o r  a  f e e  t o  n o n - F o r e s t  
P r o d u c t s  S o c i e t y  m e m b e r s )  

a t :   w w w . f o r e s t p r o d . o r g      

Forest biomass being delivered to a renewable energy market in Western Montana. 

http://www.forestprod.org/
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Home Resource now offering GoodWood™ 

Since mid-May Home Resource, 
a Missoula building materials re-
use and recycling center, has been 
selling new construction lumber 
under the brand name Good-
W ood™.  Like  conventional 
lumber, GoodWood™ is grade 
stamped, competitively priced, 
kiln-dried, and comes in standard 
lengths and dimensions.  What 
makes the brand unique though, 
is that the trees used to make it 
were  harvested loc al ly  and 
sustainably.   

G oodWood™ customers  are 
assured of the product’s local and 
sustainable attributes through the 
efforts of Mark Vander Meer (who 
was featured in the May issue of 
MFPMN) and two local sawmills.  
Timber harvested from Western 
M o nt a na  f o res t  res to r at io n 
projects approved by Vander Meer 
is shipped to Tricon Timber in St. 
Regis  or Pyramid M ou ntain 
Lumber in Seeley Lake.   

At both sawmills, logs from the 
approved timber projects are 
placed in separate log decks so 
that they do not become mixed 
with the mills’ other logs.  As 
Home Resource places lumber 
orders, logs are pulled from the 
special log decks and then sent 
through the mill.  Out the other 
end, comes GoodWood™ lumber 
in dimensions between 2” x 4” 
and 2” x 12” and lengths between 
8’ and 16’. As a general rule, 
Tricon manufactures the narrower 
and shorter dimensions, while 
Pyramid produces the longer and 
wider lumber.  

Vander Meer approached Home 
Resource co-directors Matt Hisel 
and Lauren Varney about selling 
GoodWood™ and they liked the 

idea, but since they are a smallish 
non-profit, ponying up enough 
money to buy a large lumber 
shipment was a problem.  That 
hurdle was overcome thanks to an 
anonymous donor who helped 
Home Resource place an initial 
order for 19,000 board feet, or 
enough lumber to build about 1.5 
homes.   

Varney says he spent some time 
researching lumber prices at the 
local Home Depot and Lowes 
stores and priced GoodWood™ at 
comparable prices.  He admits 
that strategy means slim margins, 
but he also points out that rather 
than maximizing profit, Home 
Resource’s main objectives are to 
sustain the local economy and 
provide low-income families with 
building materials.   

Varney says  he  has  been 
pleasantly surprised with sales.  
They’ve already had to order 
another shipment because in the 
first two weeks, about 1/3 of the 
original 19,000 board feet was 
sold including all of the 2x4 studs.  

V a r n e y  a l s o  n o t e s  t h a t 
GoodWood™ has been appealing 
to a slightly different market.  He 
says  that , “ bef ore  we  had 
GoodWood™ about 90 percent of 
our lumber sales were to do-it-
yourselfers, now we are selling 
a b o u t  5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  o u r 
GoodWood™ inventory to do-it-
yourselfers and 50 percent to 
local building contractors.  

Home Resource is located in 
Missoula on Kent Avenue, two 
blocks east of the Brooks Street. 
T h e y  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t            
406-541-8300. 

Home Resource, a Missoula building material reuse and recycling center, is now offering              

GoodWood™ construction lumber, which is locally sourced, locally manufactured, and made from 
trees sustainably harvested during forest restoration projects. 

http://www.homeresource.org/
http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/MFPMNMay06.pdf


Forestry Educational Calendar 

Montana State University Extension Forestry is a branch of 

the MSU Extension Service and is housed cooperatively with Col-

lege of Forestry and Conservation at the University of Montana in 

Missoula, Montana.  

The mission of Extension Forestry is to provide education and out-

reach to non-industrial private forest landowners, forestry indus-

try, and other forestry-related organizations in Montana.   

Extension Forestry carries out its mission by providing its stake-

holders with educational workshops, publications, news-releases, 

brochures, and videos.  Common topics include forest stewardship 

planning, forest insect and disease, windbreaks/living snow 

fences, alternative forest management practices, wildfire hazard 

reduction, forest products marketing, and tree pruning & care.   

We’re on the Web: 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm  

 

Di d  a  fri end  s end  t h i s  newsl et t er t o you ?   

I f  s o,  s ign up  a nd w e ca n se nd t he  ne w s lett er  d ir e ct ly  t o 

y our  ema il a ddre s s .    

Do you  h a ve c omm ent s,  st ory  i d ea s,  o r ot h er    

su ggest i ons?  

I f  s o,  s e nd t he m t o Roy  A nde rs on,  ne w s le tt er  e dit or  

Montana State University Extension Service is an ADA/EO/AA/Veteran's Preference                                       
Employer and education outreach provider. 

Council on Forest Engineering 
29th Annual Meeting               
July 30-August 2nd                         
Coeur D’Alene,  Idaho                       
Click here for info 
    

Forest Stewardship Workshop                                                       
August 17,18, & 25                               
Yellow Bay, MT                                      
call Caren Stewart at 243-2773 for info 

 

 

Forest Stewardship Workshop                                                       
July 13,14, & 21                               
Missoula, MT                                      
call Caren Stewart at 243-2773 for info 

 

 

Sustaining Montana’s Forests and 
Communities                                                     
July 14                                 
Lubrecht Forest, Greenough, MT                                      
call Jeannie Thompson at 243-7700 for 
info 

 

Natural Resources Youth Camp   
July 23-28                                         
Lubrecht Forest                                  
call Caren Stewart at 243-2773 for info 
 

 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm
mailto:Roy.Anderson@cfc.umt.edu
mailto:Roy.Anderson@cfc.umt.edu
http://www.info.uidaho.edu/conferences/cofe/

