
L as t  mo n th ’s  n e ws l e t -
t e r  i n c lu de d  an  a rt i cl e  

w i th  gu i de l in e s  m e an t  t o  
a s s is t  l an do wn e rs  wh e n  

c o n t ra c tin g  w i th  a  p ro -

f e s s io n al  lo gg e r.  U n fo r -
t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  a r t i c l e  

o ve rs ta te d  s o me  o f  th e  
l i ce n s i n g  a n d  in s u r an c e  

r e qu i re me n ts  fo r  M o n -
t an a ’s  l o g g in g  in du s t ry .    

T o  c la r if y ,  th e  S t at e  o f  
M o n t an a do e s  n o t re -

qu i re  a  bu s in e s s  l i ce n s e  

f o r  lo gg in g co n t r ac to rs .   
H o we ve r,  lo g ge rs  co n -

t r a c t i n g  f o r  a r b o r i s t  
w o rk  o r  lo g gi n g  th at  o c -

c u r s  w i th in  ci ty  l i m it s  
m ay  be  r e qu i re d by  c it y  

l a w  to  o b ta in  a  bu s in e s s  

l i ce n s e  p r io r  t o  e xe cu t -
i n g a  co n tr a ct .    

R e ga r d i n g  in s u r an ce ,   
l o gg in g co n t ra c to rs  t y pi -

c a l ly  c a rr y  s e v e r a l  ty pe s  
i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  

t h e m s e l ve s  an d  la n d -

o wn e rs .   F i rs t ,  C o m m er -
c i a l  G en e r al  L ia b il i t y  

( C GL)  i n s u re s  lo gge r s  
a g a in s t  c la im s  a r is in g 

f ro m be in g bl ame d ,  ac -
c u s e d,  o r  re s po n s i b le  f o r 

t h e  lo s s e s  o f  o th e rs ,  
w h ich  re s u lt  in  bo d il y  

i n ju r y ,  p r o p e r ty  da ma ge ,  

o r  pe rs o n a l  in ju r y  to  a  
t h i r d  pa r ty .   Th e re  ar e  

n o  m an da te d  c o ve r ag e  
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Inside this issue: 

a mo u n ts  fo r  C G L  po li -
c i e s ,  bu t  a  s tan d a r d  po l -

i c y  in s u r e s  th e  lo g ge r 
f o r  $ 2 m il l io n  a gg re g at e  

a n d  $1  m il l io n  pe r  o c -

c u r re n ce .    

S e c o n d,  Lo g g e rs  B ro a d 

F o r m  ( L B F ) ,  wh ich  i s  a n  
e n do r s e me n t  o f  a  C G L 

p o li cy ,  in s u re s  th e  l o g -
g e r  a g a i n s t  p r o p e r t y  

d a ma ge  c l ai ms  a r is in g 
f ro m  lo g g in g  o pe ra t io n s  

o n  l an d  o w n e d  b y  o th -

e rs ,  o r  h au l in g fo r o th -
e rs ,  an d  th e  e x pe n s e s  o f  

f i re  f i gh t in g  in cu r re d  b y  
o th e rs  fo r  wh ich  th e  l o g -

g e r  is  le g al ly  l i ab le .   
A g a in ,  th e re  a re  n o  man -

d a te d  c o ve r ag e  amo u n ts ,  

bu t  th e  in du s t ry  s tan -
d a r d  po l ic y  co ve r s  u p  t o  

$ 1  m i l l io n  pe r  o c cu r -
r e n ce .   N o t e  th a t  th o s e  

l o gg in g  c o n t r a ct o r s  wh o  
s e l l  th e ir  lo gs  an d  pu lp -

w o o d  to  ce r t ain  mi l ls  i n  

M o n t an a  a re  re qu i re d  b y  
t h o s e  m il ls  to   c a r ry  a  

L B F  po l ic y  w i th  a  co ve r -
a ge  a mo u n t o f  $2  m il -

l i o n  p e r  o c cu rr e n c e .   

T h i r d,  lo g g in g  co n t r ac -

t o rs  ma y  ca r ry  a  C o m -
m e r c ia l  A u to m o b i l e L i -

a b i l i t y  ( C A L )  p o l i c y ,  

w h ich  in s u re s  th e  lo g ge r 
a g a in s t  p r o p e r ty  an d  l i -

a b i l i ty  c la im s  as s o ci a te d 
w i th  a  c o m pan y  ve h ic le .   

I n  M o n tan a,  th e  s tan -
d a r d  C AL  po l ic y  co ve r -

a ge  amo u n t  i s  $1  m il -
l i o n .  

F in al ly ,  l o g g in g  co n -

t r a c to rs  a re  re qu i re d  t o  
c a r ry  W o rk e r’ s  C o m p en -

s a t io n  ( W C )  in s u ran ce .   
T h e  mi n i mu m W C  co ve r -

a g e  l e v e l s  a r e :   
$ 1 0 0, 00 0  e m p lo y e rs  l i -

a b i l i t y ,  b o d i l y  i n ju r y  
$ 1 0 0, 00 0  pe r  a c ci de n t ,  

o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e  

$ 1 0 0, 00 0  pe r  a c ci de n t ,  
a n d ag g re ga te  $ 5 0 0, 00 0 

p e r a cc i de n t.     Th e   
m in imu m co v e ra ge  le ve l  

i s  th e  in du s t ry  s t an d ar d ,  
bu t  s e ve r al  m il ls  re qu ir e  

l o gge r s  to  r a is e  th e  co v -

e r ag e  fo r a l l  o f  th e  W C  
p o li c ie s  to  $5 0 0, 00 0.  I n  

a d d i t io n ,  th e  M o n t an a 
L o g g in g  As s o c i at io n  re -

qu i re s  th e  h i gh e r  co ve r -
a ge  le v e l  f o r  i ts  A cc r e d -

i t e d  Lo g gi n g  P ro f e s s io n -

a ls .   Al s o ,  n o te  th a t  
s o me  lo g gin g  co n t r ac -

t o rs  ma y  be  e x e m pt  f ro m 
W C  in s u r an ce  if  th e y  

h ave  n o  e m plo ye e s .   

F in al ly ,  i t  is  a  g o o d 

i d e a  fo r  a  lan do wn e r  t o  
r e qu e s t  th a t  h is  o r  h e r 

n ame  b e  a dd e d  as  an  ad -

d i t io n a l  in s u r e d  o n  a  
l o g g i n g  c o n t r a c t o r ’ s  

C GL,  L B F ,  an d C AL  po li -
c i e s .   
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Most  sof twoo d  lu mbe r  is  
u sed  in  s t ru ctu r al  a ppl ica -
t ions ,  e .g .  s tu ds  i n  wal ls , 
be ams  in  f loors ,  o r  tru ss  
members  in  roof  sys tems .   As  
a  resu l t ,  a  pie ce  of  lu mber’ s  
s t reng th  an d  s t i f f ness  are   
key  p rodu ct  a tt ribu tes .   

Consu mers  are  able  to  ju dge  
a  piece  of  lu mber’ s  s tre ngth  
an d  s t i f f ness  base d  on  i ts  
lu mbe r  g ra de .  In  cu r rent  
p r act ice ,  s t ru ctu r al  lu mbe r  is  
g ra de d e i ther  th rou gh visu al  
ins pec tion ,  or  by  a  s tress -
r at in g  m achine .  The  s tron ger 
an d  s t i f f er  the  pie ce ,  the  
h i gher  the  gra de ,  an d  the  
h i gher  the  gr a de  the  more  
v alu able  the  piece .   Thu s , 
sawmil ls  a re  inte reste d  in  
ma ximizin g  pro du c tion  of  
s t rong  an d s t i f f  lu mber .  

One  way  sawmil ls  man age  
lu mbe r  p ro du cti on  is  the  
p r act ice  of  sort ing  lo gs  into  
s pecies ,  s ize ,  and  g ra de  ( log 
qu al i ty)  grou ps .   The  logs  
with  s imila r  cha rac teris t ics  
a re  then  p rocesse d  in  a  b at ch .  
H owever ,  e ven  af ter   a l l  o f  
these  s te ps ,  the  lu mber  pro -
d u ce d  of ten  h as  h i ghly  v ari -
a ble  pro pe rt ies .  

S awmil ls  mi ght  be  a ble  to  
be tter  m ana ge  the i r  raw  ma -
te rial  su p ply  an d  p rodu ction 
ru ns  u s in g a new  te chnology , 
whi ch  u ses  sou n d  wa ves  to  
p re di ct  a  log’ s  ( an d  the  re -
su l t in g lu mbe r’ s )  s t i f f ness .   

T he  te chnology  has  been 
b rou gh t  to  the  ma rket  b y  a 
N ew Zealan d  com pan y cal le d 
F ibr e - g en .   T heir  p ro du ct  is  
c al le d  the  Di re cto r  HM  2 00 ,  
( HM  st an ds  f or  h itman) .  

I t  is  a h and -hel d  device  th at  
measu res  h ow  long  i t  takes  
sou n d wa ves  t o  t rave l  th rou gh 
a  lo g  af te r be in g h i t  with  a 
hammer .   Rese ar ch  has  shown 
th at  when the  sou n d w aves  
t rave l  qu i ckly  throu gh  the  
lo g,  the  lu mber  pro du ce d 
f rom  that  log  w i l l  ha ve  des ir -
a ble  s t i f f ness  valu es .  Sl ower 
sou n d  waves  me an  the  lu mbe r 
wi l l  be  less  s t i f f .   

In  a d dit ion to  u s in g  th is  
te chnology  to  sort  logs  prio r 
to  pro cess ing ,  the  Hitm an 
2 0 0  tool  c an  be  u se d by  a  l og 
bu ye r  to  p redi ct  how  mu ch 

h i gh  qu a l i ty  lu mber  any  given 
b at ch  of  logs  wi l l  y ie l d .  Su ch  
inf o rmati on  wou l d  a l low  the  
bu ye r  to  more  a ccu r ate ly  de -
te rmine  log  qu al i t y   bef ore  
pu rch as ing  logs .   

Fi bre - gen  has  also  deve l -
o ped  a  s imi lar  p ro du ct  that  
assesses  wood  qu a l i ty  
( s t i f f ness)  in  s t and ing  trees . 
I t  is  cal le d  the  Di rec tor  ST 
3 00  ( ST   s t an ds  f or  s t and ing 
t ree) .    A gain  the  tool  can  be  
u sed  to  mo re  a ccu r ate ly  de -
te rmine  log /lu mbe r  qu a l i ty  
p ri or  to  pu rch ase .    E ach  
p ro du ct  se l l s  f o r abou t  
$ 75 0 0.  

Fo r  f u rthe r  inf orm ation  
v is i t   www .f ib re -gen .com     
o r c onta ct  Fib re -gen’ s         
Pe ter Car ter .  

New Technology:  Director HM 200 

The Director HM 200 is a hand-held device that predicts the stiffness of lumber a given log will 

yield.  The prediction is based on a measurement of how fast sound waves travel through the log.  

http://www.fibre-gen.com/WSMApage/
mailto:Peter.Carter@fibre-gen.com
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I n  t h e  p a s t ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  
a n d  b i o l o g i s t s  c o m m o n l y  
r e m o v e d  l a r g e  w o o d y  d e -
b r i s  ( L W D )  f r o m  W e s t e r n  
U S  s t r e a m s  s o  t h a t  f i s h  
p a s s a g e  w o u l d  b e  i m -
p r o v e d  a n d  s o  t h a t  t h e  

s t r e a m  c o u l d  c o n v e y  m o r e  
w a t e r .   I n  t h e  1 9 8 0 ’ s ,  
h o w e v e r ,  s c i e n t i s t s  r e a l -
i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
l a r g e  w o o d y  d e b r i s  i n  
s t r e a m  e c o s y s t e m s .   F o r  
e x a m p l e ,  s a l m o n  a n d  t r o u t  
r e l y  o n  s u c h  m a t e r i a l  f o r  

c o v e r  h a b i t a t ,  i t  p r o v i d e s  
t r a p s  f o r  s e d i m e n t ,  a n d  i t  
s l o w s  f l o o d  w a t e r s .    

T o  c o r r e c t  d e c a d e s  o f  
h a b i t a t  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  
s t r e a m s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
W e s t  a r e  b e i n g  r e s t o r e d  
w i t h  L W D  ( l o g s  l a r g e r  
t h a n  1 8 ”  i n  d i a m e t e r  a n d  

l o n g e r  t h a n  1 2  f e e t ) .   “ T h e  
p r o b l e m  w i t h  m a n y  r e s t o -
r a t i o n  e f f o r t s , ”  s a y s      
J i m  D o o l e y ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
F o r e s t  C o n c e p t s ,  L L C  o f  
F e d e r a l  W a y ,  W A ,   “ i s  t h a t  
a  m i l e  o f  s t r e a m  c o n t a i n s  
1 0 0  t o  4 0 0  p i e c e s  o f  L W D  

a n d  d i v e r t i n g  t h a t  m a n y  
v a l u a b l e  l a r g e  l o g s  a w a y  
f r o m  s a w m i l l s  a n d  i n t o  
r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  i s  n o t  
c o s t - e f f e c t i v e . ”   T h e r e -
f o r e ,  h i s  c o m p a n y  h a s  d e -
v e l o p e d  E L W d ™  s y s t e m s .    

T h e  i d e a  i s  t o  u s e  r e a d i l y  

a v a i l a b l e  s m a l l - d i a m e t e r  
t r e e s  t o  e n g i n e e r  a  s t r u c -
t u r e  t h a t  f u n c t i o n s  t h e  
s a m e  a s  n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r -
r i n g  L W D .    

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  h i s  c o m -
p a n y  m a n u f a c t u r e s  o n e  i n -
s t r e a m  s t r u c t u r e  ( s e e  p h o -
t o s )  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  s u c -
c e s s f u l l y  u s e d  t o  s t a b i l i z e  
s t r e a m  b a n k s  a n d  c o n t r o l  
c h a n n e l s .    

F o r e s t  C o n c e p t s ,  L L C   
m a r k e t s  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  
t h r o u g h  f i e l d  s a l e s  r e p r e -

ELWd™: A small diameter solution to stream restoration problems 

s e n t a t i v e s .   R i c h  L a n e ,  a  
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  c o n s u l t -
a n t  f r o m   M i s s o u l a ,  i s  t h e  
E L W d  s a l e s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
i n  M o n t a n a .   L a n e  c a n  b e  
r e a c h e d  a t  ( 4 0 6 )  3 7 0 - 4 7 6 7  
o r  y o u  c a n  v i s i t  h i s      

w w w . n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s o l u t i
o n s . c o m     

ELWd™ structure being assembled in-place by a volunteer crew.  

An ELWd™ (pronounced ‘elwood’) log  21” in diameter and made from 5” diameter poles.  

mailto:jdooley@seanet.com
http://www.forestconcepts.com/
mailto:rlane@naturalresourcesolutions.com
http://www.naturalresourcesolutions.com/


Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Montana State University Extension Forestry is a branch of 

the MSU Extension Service and is housed cooperatively with Col-

lege of Forestry and Conservation at the University of Montana in 

Missoula, Montana.  

The mission of Extension Forestry is to provide education and out-

reach to non-industrial private forest landowners, forestry indus-

try, and other forestry-related organizations in Montana.   

Extension Forestry carries out its mission by providing its clients 

with educational workshops, publications, news releases, bro-

chures, and videos.  Common topics include forest stewardship 

planning, forest insect and disease, windbreaks/living snow 

fences, alternative forest management practices, wildfire hazard 

reduction, forest products marketing, and tree pruning & care.   

Relationships between Forestry, 
Deer, and Elk in Western Oregon 

January 19                                          
Corvallis, OR                                   
click here for agenda 

 

Family Foresters                
Workshop  

January 21                                          
Coeur d’Alene, ID                                   
click here for agenda 

 

Harvesting Clean Energy      
Conference 

January 20-21                                
Great Falls, MT                                   
click here for agenda 

Forest Landowner Legislative 
Listening Session 

10:00 AM—2:00 PM January 13                        
Helena, MT                                     
Jorgenson’s Motel 

 

Montana State Tree Farm    
Committee Meeting 

9:30 AM January 18                         
Missoula, MT                                   
Plum Creek Office, 140 N. Russell Street 

 

Missoula Chapter — Society of 
American Foresters                          

6:00 PM January 18                         
Missoula, MT                                         
Florence Hotel 

M SU  E xte n s ion  F o re s try  
32 C ampu s  Drive ,  M S 0606 

M is s ou la,  M T 5 98 1 2 

 
Ph o ne :  406- 243- 2773 

F ax:  406- 243- 471 5  
 

MSU Extension Forestry 

We’re on the Web: 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm  

 

Di d  a  fri end  s end  t h i s  newsl et t er t o you ?   

I f  s o,  s ign up  a nd w e ca n se nd t he  ne w s lett er  d ir e ct ly  t o 

y our  ema il a ddre s s .    

Do you  h a ve c omm ent s,  st ory  i d ea s,  o r ot h er    

su ggest i ons?  

I f  s o,  s e nd t he m t o Roy  A nde rs on,  ne w s le tt er  e dit or  

Montana State University Extension Service is an ADA/EO/AA/Veteran's Preference                                       

Employer and education outreach provider. 

2005 Montana Economic      
Outlook Seminar 

January 25                                        
Helena, MT                                      
click here for agenda                                       

 

2005 Montana Economic      
Outlook Seminar 

January 25                                        
Great Falls, MT                                      
click here for agenda    

 

2005 Montana Economic      
Outlook Seminar 

January 28                                        
Missoula, MT                                                       
click here for agenda                                       

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm
mailto:Roy.Anderson@forestry.umt.edu
mailto:Roy.Anderson@forestry.umt.edu
http://outreach.cof.orst.edu/ForestryDeerElk/
http://www.cnr.uidaho.edu/extforest/Family%20Foresters%20Workshop.htm
http://www.harvestcleanenergy.org/conference/HCE5/HCE5_Agenda.htm
http://www.bber.umt.edu/content/?x=1429
http://www.bber.umt.edu/content/?x=1429
http://www.bber.umt.edu/content/?x=1429

