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w i l l  b e  h o l d -

i n g  i t s  1 8 t h  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  
o n  M a r c h 1 7 t h a t  t h e  M o n -

t a n a  C l u b  i n  M i s s o ul a ,  
M o n t a na .    

T h e  I RA  r e pr e s e n t s  f i r m s  
e n g a ge d  i n  t he  h a r v e s ti n g ,  

p r o d u c ti o n ,  a n d  m a r k e t i n g  
o f  r o u n d w o o d .  T he  gr a p hi c  

t o  t he  r i g h t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  

m e e t i n g  a ge n da .   F o r  r e g -
i s t r a t i o n  i n f o  c o n t a c t  

K a r e n K o v a t c h  a t  4 0 6 - 6 7 7 -
2 3 0 0 .   
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Intermountain Roundwood Association Annual Meeting 

1st Annual Fire Behavior 
and Fuels  Conference              
March 27-30,2006                   
Portland, OR 

Fuels management programs 

are designed to reduce risks to 
communities and to improve 

and maintain ecosystem 

health. This conference will 
address the development, im-

plementation, and evaluation 
of these programs, with a focus 

on how to measure success. As 
such, the scope includes not 

only the how to, but also the 
what and why of fuels manage-

ment. Click here to see the 

conference agenda. 

Natural Forest, LLC—a new forest consulting business 

B a s e d  i n Cl i n to n ,  M o n -
t a n a ,  N a t ur a l  F o r e s t ,  L L C 

i s  a  r e c e n tl y  e s t a b l i s h e d  
f o r e s t co n s ul ti n g  b us i ne s s .  

O w ne r s  T a r n  a n d J e n ni -

f e r  Ra ck l e y  s a y  t ha t  t he i r  
b u s i ne s s  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  

i m pr o v i n g  t h e  pr o pe r t i e s  
t h e y  m a n a g e  b y  u s i n g  

s o u nd  a n d i n no v a t i v e  s i l -
v i cu l tu r a l  pr a c ti ce s .   T he y  

a r e  a l s o  q ui ck  to  p o i n t o u t 
t h a t  t he y  m e e t t h a t co m -

m i t m e n t  b y  pr e s c r i b i n g  

m a n a ge m e n t  a c t i o ns  t h a t  
r e f l e c t  t h e  l a n d o w n e r ’ s  

s t e w a r d s h i p  o b j e c t i v e s .   

A c co r di n g  to  T a r n ,  “ w e  
l i s te n  to  t he  l a nd o w ne r  

a n d  de s i g n  pr e s c r i p t i o n s  
t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e m  t o  

m e e t t h e i r  r e c r e a ti o n ,  t i m -

b e r  pr o d u c ti o n ,  w i l d l i f e ,  
o r  a e s t h e ti cs  g o a l s .”  

S o m e  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e s  
t h e y  o f f e r  i n c l u d e :   t i m b e r  

s a l e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n -
c l u di n g  co o r di n a ti o n w i t h  

c o n tr a c to r s ,  o n - s i te  s u pe r -
v i s i o n o f  t he  h a r v e s t i n g  

o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d  p o s t -

h a r v e s t  c l e a n- u p .   A s i d e  
f r o m  co m m e r ci a l  t i m b e r  

s a l e s  t he y  a l s o  ha v e  e x -

p e r i e n ce  a s s i s t i n g  l a n d -
o w ne r s  w i t h  f u e l  m i t i g a -

t i o n pr o j e c ts .  

T h e  R a c k l e y s  s a y ,  

t h e y ’ r e  ho ne s t ,  e d u c a te d ,  

e x p e r i e n c e d ,  f u l l y  l i -
c e n s e d ,  i n s ur e d ,  a n d  l o o k -

i n g  fo r  ne w  c l i e n ts .  

8:00 AM  Registration        
9:00  Welcome   Norm Tyser, IRA President     
9:20  Membership Level Proposal   Randy Gross, IRA Vice President 

9:35  USFS Timber Supply  Bruce Fox, Director of Forest and 
Rangeland Management for the 
USFS-Northern Region 

10:00  Break 
10:15  Fuel for Schools  Angela Farr, Biomass Utilization 

Coordinator 
11:00  Non-Industrial Private Forests  John Ottman, Consulting Forester 

11:30  Break 
11:45  Forest Concepts Projects Poles  Rich Lane, IRA Director 
12:30PM  Lunch 

1:30  Clarify Doweled/Peeled Issue  Norm Tyser, IRA President 
1:45  Fence Post Moisture Barriers  Mike Freeman, Independent Wood 

Scientist 

2:15  Break 

2:30  Roadless Issue  Hal Harper, Chief Policy Advisor to 
Montana Governor Schweitzer 
(tentative) 

3:00  Director Reelection  Norm Tyser, IRA President 
3:15  Adjourn 

http://www.intermountainroundwood.org/
mailto:info@roundwoodassociation.org
http://www.nzforestry.co.nz/nzf_news.asp?articleid=2625
http://www.oregonlive.com/news/oregonian/index.ssf?/base/news/1137729313106480.xml&coll=7&thispage=1
http://www.woodmarkets.com/
http://www.iawfonline.org/pdf/IAWF_Fuels_Conference_4th_flyer.pdf
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  A n a ly s i s  o f  ice  c o re  s am p le s  
s h o w s  th a t  f ro m  th e  d aw n  o f   

t h e  h u man  s pe c ie s  u n t i l  ab o u t 
2 5 0  ye a r s  a go ,  o u r  at mo s ph e re  

c o n ta in e d  be twe e n  1 8 0 an d  3 00 

p a r ts  p e r m i l l io n  o f  ca r bo n  d i-
o x id e  ( C O2 )  -  a  g re e n h o u s e  g as  

t h o u gh t  to  c o n t r i bu te  t o  glo b al  
w a r min g.   T o d ay ,  th e  a tm o s -

p h e re  co n t ai n s  ab o u t  3 75  pa r ts  
p e r  m il l io n  an d le ve ls  a re  s t i l l  

r i s in g.   So me  p re d i ct  th a t  i f  a t-
m o s ph e ri c  C O2  le ve ls  ge t  t o  4 40 

p p m,  ra p i d gl o b al  wa rm in g w i l l  

o c cu r  w ith  ca ta s t r o ph i c co n s e -
qu e n c e s .   

 W h y  ar e  at mo s ph e r i c  C O2  l e v-
e ls  r is in g?  So me  r e s e a rch  in d i-

c a te s  th at  bu rn in g  fo s s i l  fu e ls  
i s  a  fa c to r.  C o n s i de r  th a t  in  

2 0 00 ,  th e  U n i te d  St a te s  e m it te d 

5 , 8 0 6  mi l l i o n  m e t r i c  to n s  o f  
C O2  in to  th e  a tmo s ph e re .   A l-

m o s t  a l l  o f  th o s e  e m i s s io n s  
( 98 % )  a re  th e  re s u lt  o f  fo s s il  

fu e l  co m bu s ti o n .    

 S i n ce  o u r  in du s t r i a l iz e d  e co n -

o my  de pe n ds  o n  f o s s i l  fu e l  co n -

s u m p t io n ,  it  m i gh t  s e e m th a t 
a s id e  f ro m  de ve l o p in g  o th e r  e n -

e r gy  s o u r ce s ,  th e re  is n ’ t  m u ch  
w e  can  do  to  co n t ro l  th e  amo u n t 

o f  C O2  in  th e  a tmo s ph e r e .   N o t 
t ru e ,  s ay s  T e d  D o d ge  o f  th e  N a-

t i o n a l  C a rbo n  O f fs e t  C o a li t io n  
( N C OC ) ,  a  M o n t an a - b as e d n o n -

p r o f i t  o r gan i za t io n  wh o s e  m is -

s io n  is  to  o f f s e t  th e  e n v i ro n -
m e n t a l  im p ac ts  o f  g re e n h o u s e  

g a s e s  b y  de ve lo pi n g  a  m a rk e t-
b as e d  co n s e rv at io n  p ro g ra m.   

 N C OC ’s  a ct i v i t ie s  a re  b as e d 
o n  th e  i d e a  th a t  C O2  e m is s i ons  

c an  b e  o f f s e t  by  ce r t ai n  m an -

a ge me n t p ra c t ic e s ,  l ik e  pl an ti n g 
t r e e s .   Th is  i s  be c au s e  a c t ive ly  

g r o win g  t re e s  a bs o r b  C O2  f ro m 
t h e  a tmo s ph e r e  an d th ro u gh  th e  

p r o ce s s  o f  ph o to s yn th e s is ,  co n -
v e rt  th e  c a rb o n  in  C O2  to  v a ri-

o u s  s u g ar s .   Th e  e n d  re s u lt  is  

t h a t  ca r bo n  is  re m o ve d  ( o r  s e -
qu e s te re d)  f ro m  th e  a tmo s -

p h e re .  F o r  e xa mp le ,  o n e  e n t i ty  
i s  w i l l in g to  r e co gn i ze  th a t  a  

“ t y p ic al ”  po n de ro s a  p in e  p l an -

t a t io n  w i l l  s e qu e s te r  1 . 4 me t ri c   
t o n s  o f  ca r bo n  pe r ac r e  pe r 

y e a r.    

 G i ve n  th e  a bi l i ty  o f  t re e s  to  

s e qu e s te r  c a rbo n ,  g lo b a l  m a r-
k e ts  a re  s lo wl y  de ve lo p in g  fo r 

c a r bo n  c re d it s — 1  c a rb o n  cr e di t  
e qu a ls  1  to n  o f  c ar bo n  s e qu e s -

t e re d  f o r  1  y e a r.   F o r  e x am pl e ,  

i f  C O2  e m is s io n s  be co me  re gu -
l a te d,  th e n  s o m e  o rg an iz a ti o n s  

m i gh t  be  w i l l in g to  pu r ch as e  
c a r bo n  c re d i ts  to  o f f s e t  th e i r 

C O2  e mi s s io n s .   I n  o th e r  w o rd s ,    
a  l ar ge  po we r  pl an t th at  bu rn s  

f o s s i l  fu e ls  ma y  h a ve  C O2  e m is-

s io n s  i n  e x ce s s  o f  a cce p te d 
s t an da r ds .   Th u s ,  to  o f f s e t  th e i r 

e mi s s io n s ,  th e  p o w e r p lan t 
w o u l d  bu y  c ar bo n  c re d i ts  th a t  

a r e  l i n k e d  t o  c a r b o n -
s e qu e s te r in g  t re e  p la n t a ti o n s .   

 N C OC  e n vi s i o n s  a  s y s t e m  

w h e re  l an do wn e rs  can  be n e f i t  
f ro m s u ch  m ar k e t s .   Th u s ,  th e y  

s e e k  to  l in k  fo re s t  l an do wn e rs  
w i th  bu ye rs  o f  c a rbo n  c re d i ts .   

T h e  wa y  i t  wo u l d  w o r k  is  th at  a  
l an do wn e r  an d  N C OC  e n te r  in to  

a  c o n t r a ct .   Th e  l an do wn e r 

a g re e s  to  e s t ab l is h  an d  m a in -
t a in  a  g ive n  a re a  in  t im be r  f o r  a  

g i v e n  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  
( an y wh e re  be t we e n  1 0  an d  1 0 0) .   

N C OC  th e n  m a rk e ts  th e  ca r bo n  
c r e di ts  as s o c i a te d  w i th  th e  co n -

t r a c t.   W h e n  th e  c a rb o n  cr e d i ts  
a r e  s o l d,  th e  lan do wn e r  wo u l d 

b e  re im bu r s e d  fo r  s o me  ( o r  p o s -

s i bl y  a l l)  o f  th e  co s t  o f  e s ta b-
l i s h i n g  th e  p l an t a ti o n .   Af te r 

t h e  co n tr a ct  e n ds  th e  l an do wn e r 
w o u l d  be  f re e  to  s e l l  th e  t i mbe r 

a t  fu l l  ma rk e t  va lu e .    

  L a n do wn e rs  i n t e re s te d  in  

l e a rn in g  mo re  abo u t  th is  p ro -

g r am  s h o u l d co n t ac t  B o b An -
d r e o zz i,  a  co n s u l t in g  fo re s te r 

f ro m  An a co n da ,  M o n t an a  wh o  
h as  c o n t r ac te d  w ith  N C OC  to  

a s s is t   l an do wn e rs .   H e  c an  be  
r e ach e d  a t  ( 4 06 )  5 63- 6 078 ,  o r 
a n d r e o z z i f o r e s t r y @ o n e w e s t . n e t    

O r  co n t ac t  Te d  Do dg e ,  E xe cu -
t i ve  D i re c to r ,  N C OC  a t  ( 40 6)  

4 9 1 - 4 4 71  o r  T e d . D o d ge @ n c o c .u s .    

Carbon Credits—A Developing Forest Products Market 

The National Carbon Offset Coalition is a Montana-based non-profi t that seeks to develop    
markets for carbon that is sequestered in forests.   

mailto:ted.dodge@ncoc.us
http://www.ncoc.us/index.php
mailto:andreozziforestry@onewest.net
mailto:ted.dodge@ncoc.us
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A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  U M  B u r e a u  
o f  B u s i n e s s  a n d  Ec o n o m i c  R e -
s e a r c h ,  h o u s e  l o g s  ( l o g s  u s e d  
t o  b u i l d  l o g  h o m e s )  i n  M o n -
t a n a  a r e  w o r t h  u p w a r d s  o f  
$ 2 2 5  p e r  t o n  w h e n  d e li v e r e d  
t o  t h e  l o g  h o m e  m a n u f a c -
t u r e r .   S i n c e  l o g  t r u c k s  i n  
M o n t a n a   c a n  l e g a l l y  c a r r y  
a b o u t  2 5  t o n s  o f  w o o d ,  t h a t  
m e a n s  t h a t  a  s i n g l e  t r u c k l o a d  
o f  h o u s e  l o g s  c a n  b e  w o r t h  
a b o u t  $ 5 6 0 0 .   I f  y o u  a r e  a  
l a n d o w n e r ,  t h o s e  f i g u r e s  
p r o b a b l y  s o u n d  p r e t t y  a t t r a c -
t i v e .   R e m e m b e r  t h o u g h  t h a t  
y o u r  n e t  i n c o m e  w o u l d  b e  t h e  
a m o u n t  l e f t  a f t e r  s u b t r a c t i n g  
t h e  c o s t  o f  h a u li n g  t h e  l o g s  t o  
t h e  b u y e r  a n d  t h e  l o g g i n g  
c o s t s .    

A n o t h e r  t h i n g  t o  r e m e m b e r  
i s  t h a t  n o t  e v e r y  l o g  w i l l  m e e t  
t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  o f  l o g  h o m e  
b u i l d e r s .   I n  fa c t ,  t h e  v a st  
m a j o r i t y  o f  l o g s  d o n ’t  m e e t  
t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .   T h u s ,  a l l  
b u t  t h e  la r g e s t  la n d o w n e r s  
w i t h  t h e  la r g e st  t i m b e r  sa l e s  
a r e  l u c k y  t o  g e t  a  t r u c k l o a d  
o r  t w o  o f  h o u s e  l o g s  d u r i n g  a  
t i m b e r  sa l e .   S t i l l ,  g i v e n  t h e  
m u c h  h i g h e r  v a l u e  o f  h o u s e  
l o g s ,  s o r t i n g  t h e m  o u t  c a n  b e  
w o r t h  t h e  e f f o r t .    

T h e  t a b l e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  l i s t s   
l o g  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  c o m m o n  t o  
c o m p a n i e s  t h a t  m a k e  h a n d -
c r a f t e d  l o g  h o m e s .   K e e p  i n  
m i n d  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  g e ner a l 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s — t h e  s p e c s  o f  
i n d i vi d u a l  b u y e r s   m a y  d i f f e r .   
C l i c k  h e r e  f o r  a  l i s t  o f  M o n -
t a n a  l o g  h o m e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s .    
A l s o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e s e  s p e c s  a r e  
f o r  l o d g e p o l e  p i n e ,  w h i c h  i s  
t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n l y  u s e d  s p e -
c i e s  f o r  h o u s e  l o g s .   O t h e r  
s p e c i e s  s u c h  a s  E n g l e m a n n  
S p r u c e ,  A l p i n e  f i r ,  a n d  la r c h  
m a y  h a v e  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  
s p e c s .  

General House Log Specifications 

1. The logs should be cut from standing dead, dry, and sound timber 
(25% or less moisture content). 

2. 8” minimum small end diameter.  After butt swell is removed a 10” 
mid-span diameter or larger is desired.  Some companies require a 
minimum of a 12” mid-span diameter.  

3. Maximum allowed taper is 5” in a 40 foot long log. 

4. Minimum log length of 20 feet.  (some buyers may take shorter 
logs provided they have a larger small-end diameter). 

5. No red rot allowed or irremovable surface rot.  

6. Logs must be straight—sweep in a 40’ log not to exceed 3”.  Dou-
ble sweep is not allowed. 

7. The width of checks (cracks) not to exceed 3/8”. 

8. Spiral grain not to exceed 1” of twist per 10” of length. 

9. Catface ( a grown over knot, or wound) is acceptable as long as it 
is no more than 1/3 of log diameter and does not deform the log. 

10. Tracks (marks from log processing equipment) are not acceptable. 

House Log Specifications 

House logs are scaled and inspected prior to use in building a log home. 

Photo Courtesy of:      
Sawtooth Wood       

Products 

http://www.mmis.umt.edu/IndList.asp?indcode=1240


Forestry Educational Calendar 

Montana State University Extension Forestry is a branch of 

the MSU Extension Service and is housed cooperatively with Col-

lege of Forestry and Conservation at the University of Montana in 

Missoula, Montana.  

The mission of Extension Forestry is to provide education and out-

reach to non-industrial private forest landowners, forestry indus-

try, and other forestry-related organizations in Montana.   

Extension Forestry carries out its mission by providing its stake-

holders with educational workshops, publications, news-releases, 

brochures, and videos.  Common topics include forest stewardship 

planning, forest insect and disease, windbreaks/living snow 

fences, alternative forest management practices, wildfire hazard 

reduction, forest products marketing, and tree pruning & care.   

Montana Communities and   
Wildfire Conference                               
2/27/06 thru 3/1/06                         
Helena, MT                                       
click here for info and registration 

 

Intermountain Roundwood Asso-
ciation 17th Annual Conference    
March 17th                                      
Missoula, MT                                    
click here for info and registration 

 

Forestry Mini                         
College               
April 29th                                        
Missoula, MT                                     
click here for info and registration 

We’re on the Web: 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm  

 

Di d  a  fri end  s end  t h i s  newsl et t er t o you ?   

I f  s o,  s ign up  a nd w e ca n se nd t he  ne w s lett er  d ir e ct ly  t o 

y our  ema il a ddre s s .    

Do you  h a ve c omm ent s,  st ory  i d ea s,  o r ot h er    

su ggest i ons?  

I f  s o,  s e nd t he m t o Roy  A nde rs on,  ne w s le tt er  e dit or  

Montana State University Extension Service is an ADA/EO/AA/Veteran's Preference Employer and education outreach provider. 

The Montana Natural Resources Youth Camp 
would like to thank the following major donors 

for making our 2005 camp possible: 

Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation 
Dennis & Phyllis Washington Foundation                      

Bureau of Land Management                               
Plum Creek Foundation                                   

Jefferson Smurfit Corporation                               
Montana County Conservation Districts                       

Montana Association of State Grazing Districts                 
Montana Stockgrowers Association                          

Montana Public Lands Council                              
Montana Society of American Foresters                      

Montana State University Extension Forestry                  
USDA Forest Service                                     

U of M College of Forestry and Conservation 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm
mailto:roy.anderson@forestry.umt.edu
mailto:roy.anderson@forestry.umt.edu
http://dnrc.mt.gov/forestry/Documents/conference_brochure.pdf
http://www.intermountainroundwood.org/index.jsp
http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/extensionforestry/pdf/2006forestryminicollege.pdf

