
  The  ch ar t  to  th e  
r i g h t  s h o w s  t h e        

a ve ra ge  de l ive re d lo g 
p r i ces  f o r  E aste rn  a n d 
W es te rn M o nt an a du r -

i ng the  th ir d qu ar te r 
of  20 0 4 .  The  pr ice s  

a re  det erm ine d  f ro m 
su rve ys  con du cte d  b y 
t he  Uni ve rs i ty  of  M o n -

t an a’ s  Bu reau  of  Bu s i -
ne ss  an d E cono mi c R e -

se a rch .    

L a n d o w n e r s  c a n   
appro xim ate  s tu m p ag e  

p r i ces  by  su bt ra ct in g 
l og gi ng an d lo g hau l -

i ng  c osts  f r om the  d e -
l ive re d lo g pr ic e .     

Delivered Log Prices in Montana 

February 2005 

LMS Software Aids in Forest Management Decisions 

L an d sc a pe  M ana gem ent Sy stem ( LM S)  sof twa re  is  des ig ne d so  th at  
l an do wne rs  an d  n atu r al  res ou r ce  ma na ge rs  c an eas i ly  pe rf o rm lan d -

s ca pe - leve l  a na lys i s  a n d pl ann in g of  f o rest  ec osys tems .  T he  u se r s im ply  
en te rs  f o res t  i nve nto ry  da ta an d then  the  sof t wa re  ge ner at es  a  f o rest  
s t a n d  p r o j e c t i o n ,  g r a p h i c a l  

a n d  t a b u l a r su mm a r i z a t i o n , 
s t a n d  v i s u a l i z a t i o n  ( s e e  

p ho to) , an d l an ds ca pe  visu al i -
z at ion .  T he  s of tw a re  w as  d e -
v e lo pe d  th rou gh  the  Uni ve r -

s i t y  of  W a sh i n gt o n’ s  Ru r a l  
T e c h n o lo g y  I ni t i a t i ve  ( R T I)  

p r o gr am . F or f u rth er inf o rm a -
t ion ,  o r  to  dow nlo a d the  sof t -
w a re  v is i t  the  R TI  we bs it e  

ww w .ru r al te ch .o r g  

MSU Extension Forestry 

Check it out: 
 

• Lolo National Forest hires 

environmental liaison  
click here  

• Underwater logs could be 

put to use click here 

• Eureka, MT sawmill to 
shutdown  click here 
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Inside this issue: 

T y p i c a l  l o g g i n g  c o s t s  ( f o r  t h r e e  l o g g i n g  s y s t e ms )  a n d  
l o g  h a u l i n g  c o s t s  a r e :  

He l i c o p t e r  l o g g i n g    $ 3 0 0  t o  $ 3 5 0  p e r  M BF                 
C a b le / L i n e  l o g g i n g    $ 1 7 0  t o  $ 2 2 0  p e r  M BF      
G r o u n d / T r a c t o r  l o g g i n g   $ 1 0 0  t o  $ 2 0 0  p e r  M BF            

Quarter 3, 2004 
Delivered log prices per thousand board feet, Scribner Scale

Eastern Western
Montana Montana

Ponderosa Pine
Yellow 505 548

Bull 420 396
Lodgepole Pine 456 448
Douglas-fir 468 463
Western Larch xx 463
Engelmann Spruce 456 451
Subalpine fir 363 384
Grand fir xx 375
Western Red Cedar xx 532
Hemlock xx 379
White Pine xx 491

Sawlogs

Upcoming Events  
Calendar 
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http://www.missoulian.com/articles/2005/01/18/news/mtregional/news07.txt
http://thedaily.washington.edu/past_all.lasso?-database=DailyWebSQL&-table=Articles&-response=newspage.lasso&-keyField=__Record_ID__&-keyValue=11642&-search
http://www.missoulian.com/articles/2005/01/28/news/top/news01.txt
http://www.ruraltech.org/
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M any  W est er n  US  la n dow n -
e rs  ha ve  t ra d it i on al ly  re l i e d 

o n  r an chi ng ,  f arm in g ,  a n d 
f o res tr y  to  gen er ate  in com e 
f rom  t hei r  pro p er ty .   To da y , 

ho weve r ,  m any  a re  cons i de r -
i ng  how  th ey  m ig ht  ge ner at e  

a d d it ion al  in come  by  a d d in g 
n atu re  tou r ism  t o  the ir  o p -
e ra tio ns .   

P r iv ate ly  ow ne d na tu r e  
t ou r ism  o per at ion s  i n  M o n -

t an a  ev oke  im a ges  of  gu es t  
r a nche s  a n d  c at t le  d riv es .  
B u t  na tu re  tou r ism  h as  bee n 

d ef ine d  in  b ro a de r  t erm s  — 
d is c ret ion a ry  t r ave l  to  na tu -

r al  a re as ,  wh ic h  c onse rv e  th e  
en vi ro nmen tal ,  soc ia l  a n d 
c u l tu ra l  v alu es  whil e  ge ne r -

a t i ng  an  e co nomi c  benef i t  t o  
t he  l oc al  commu nit y .   

F or  ex am ple ,  bi r d  wa tch in g 
a n d  pho to g ra ph y  a re  al way s  
f avo ri tes ,  bu t  a t  Bi g  M ou n -

t ai n  Reso rt  i n  W hi te f i sh , 
su mm er  v is i t or s  ca n e njo y 

t hose  a ct iv i t ie s  du ri ng  a 
“ W a lk  i n  the  T re eto ps ” ,  a 
g u i de d  ha l f - day  a d ven tu r e  

e x pe rien ce  th at  in clu des  a 
w alk  o n  a  f o res t  c ano p y 

b o ar dw alk  su s pe n de d  70  f ee t  
a b ove  the  f o rest  f loo r .   

  A n o the r  e xam p le ,  th ou g h 

n ot  o pe ra te d f or  p rof i t , i s  
t he  Tru mbe l l  C ree k  E du c a -

t ion al  F or est .   Th e  4 0  a cr e  
p r o pe rty  is  owne d  b y         

F H  Stol tze  Lan d  & Lu m be r 
C o . an d  ha s  s et  as i de  to  sho w 

Nature Tourism Opportunities on Privately Owned Property 

Tourists enjoy the view during from a “Walk in the Treetops” Platform at Montana’s Big Mountain 

t he  be nef i ts  of  s te wa r dsh i p 
f o res tr y . Th e  s i t e  in clu des  a 

h al f -mi le  i nte r p reti ve  tr ai l  
a n d ea ch  M a y,  t he  Fa mily  Fo r -
es tr y  Ex p o is  he l d o n the  s i t e . 

A t  th e  e ven t,  1 25 0 l oc al  f i f t h  
g r a de rs  an d  thou s an ds  of  ot h -

e rs  g athe r  to  w at ch  l og gi n g 
e qu i pme nt  d emons t ra t ion s , 
see  how  a  g oo d  ba ck -c ou nt r y  

c am p  is  s e t  u p an d  m ai n -
t ai ne d , an d  l ea rn  a bou t  f o rest s  

a n d f o res t  p ra ct ic es .  

  P e rh a ps  the  mo st  e xo ti c 
i d ea  is  th at  of  a Te x as  r anc he r 

wh o p lan s  to  of f e r  r emot e -
c on tr ol le d  b ig  g ame  hu nt in g .  

W i th  th e  ai d  of  a  c ame r a 
mou nte d  t o  a pl atf orm  a 
“ hu n ter ”  an ywhe re  in  th e  

w orl d  w ith  an  In te rne t  co n -
ne ct ion  w i l l  b e  a ble  to  aim  a n d 

f i re  a  remo te -c ont ro l le d  gu n .  
T he  i de a  ha s  ru n  i nto  a cou pl e  
of  s tu mb l in g  b loc ks , f i rs t  th e  

w ou l d -b e  v ir tu a l  ou tf i t te r 
ne e ds  to  f in d  a n I nte rne t  co n -

ne ct ion  f as t  e nou gh  s o  th at  th e  
r i f le  c an  b e  a ime d  in  re al  t im e .  

S ec on d  a n d m ore  im p or ta ntl y , 
of f ic ial s  f rom  the  Te xa s  D e -

p a r tmen t of  Pa rks  a n d W il dl i f e  
a re  re view in g  the  le g al i t ies  o f  
t he  p ro gr am .   

T he  Te xas  s to ry  i l lu s tr ate s  
t he  im po rt an ce  of  pl anni n g  

wh en  s ta rt in g  a  n atu re  tou ris m 
o pe r ati on .   Da ve  Sha r pe ,  M S U 
E x tens ion  Se rv ice  E cono mi c 

D evel o pmen t  S pec ia l is t  a d -
v ises  la n down ers  to :  se ek  a d -

v ic e  f rom  o the rs  al re a dy  i n  
b u s i ness ,  c ar ef u l ly  ca lcu l at e  
e x pec te d  cos ts  an d  re venu e s , 

i d ent i f y  pote nt ial  cu sto mer s , 
r emem be r  th at  tou ri sm is  se a -

so na l ,  an d f in al ly  p ar tne r wit h  
s ta te  age nc ies  su ch  as  T r ave l  
M o nt an a,  wh ic h  ca n he l p  pr o -

mo te  a  tou ris m  o pe ra tio n .  
M SU  ex ten s ion  of f e rs  a  na tu r e  

t ou r ism  v i deo  an d  w il l  be  of -
f e ri ng  a  one - d ay  na tu re  tou r -
i sm wo rksho p  i n  Bu tte  o n 

M ar ch  1 9 .  Ano the r  r esou rc e  
of f e re d  by  the  Te xas  E xten s io n 

S e rvi ce  is  a  “ N atu re  Tou ris m 
H a n db ook ” .   Fo r  m ore  inf o  se e  

htt p :/ /n atu retou rism .tamu .e du   

 

http://www.stoltzelumber.com/
http://www.montana.edu/wwwpb/pubs/VI45.html
http://naturetourism.tamu.edu
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F i n d i n g  u s e s  f o r  t h e  
a b u n d a n c e  o f  s m a l l  d i a m e -

t e r  t i m b e r  g r o w i n g  i n  
W e s t e r n  U S  f o r e s t s  c o n -
t i n u e s  t o  b e  a  c h a l l e n g e .  

T h a t  m a y  b e  c h a n g i n g ,  
h o w e v e r ,  a s  r e s e a r c h e r s  

d e v e l o p  n e w  p r o d u c t s  a n d  
p r o c e s s e s  f o r  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  
s m a l l  d i a m e t e r  t i m b e r  r e -

s o u r c e .  

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  r e s e a r c h e r s  

d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  
o f  p r o d u c i n g  i n s i d e  o u t  
b e a m s  ( s e e  p h o t o ) .   I n  

t h i s  p r o c e s s ,  a  s m a l l  l o g  
o r  c a n t  i s  c u t  i n t o  q u a r -

t e r s .  T h e  q u a r t e r s  a r e  
t h e n  t u r n e d  i n s i d e  o u t  a n d  
g l u e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  p r o d u c e  

a  s q u a r e  b e a m .  A c c o r d i n g  
t o  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  t h e  a d -

v a n t a g e s  o f  p r o d u c i n g  
s u c h  b e a m s  a r e  t h a t  t h e  
h o l e  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  a l l o w s  

f o r  e a s i e r  t r e a t i n g  w i t h  
c h e m i c a l  p r e s e r v a t i v e s ,  

t h e  b e a m  i s  e a s i e r  t o  d r y ,  
a n d  d r y i n g  d e f e c t s  s u c h  a s  

w a r p i n g ,  t w i s t i n g ,  a n d  
c r a c k i n g  a r e  m i n i m i z e d  
b e c a u s e  t h e  n a t u r a l  

s t r e s s e s  t h a t  b u i l d u p  d u r -
i n g  d r y i n g  w o r k  a g a i n s t  

e a c h  o t h e r .   T e s t i n g  a l s o  

Inside Out Beams 

Pending Montana Forestry Legislation  

T he  M on ta na  D e pa rtme nt  of  
N a tu ral  Res ou r ces  an d  Con -

se rv at ion  has  in tr o du ce d  sev -
e ra l  f o res t ry  bi l l s  in  the  2 0 05  
L eg is l at i ve  sess i on .   

S en ate  Bi l l  1 4 2  pr o poses  to  
a u tho ri ze  le as in g  a n d l ic ens -

i ng  of  s ta te  l an ds  f o r  t i mbe r 
a n d  f o rest  m an ag emen t pu r -
p os es  f o r  a  te rm  n ot  to  ex -

c ee d  ten  yea rs  an d  f o r  are as  
n ot  to  e x cee d  3 0, 0 0 0  ac res .  

A l l owi ng  p ri va te  en ti t ies  to  

le ase  the  l an d  wou l d  re du ce  
t he  s t at e ’ s  e x pense  of  m an ag -

i ng  the  l an ds .  

S en ate  Bi l l  9 6  p ro pose s  to  
a u tho ri ze  the  M ont an a  D N RC 

t o  c ont r ac t  f o r  the  h a rves t i ng 
of  t imb er  a n d s aw  lo gs  on 

s ta te  l an ds .   T he  bi l l  also  au -
t ho rize s  the  s t ate  to  m ar ket  
t he   sa w  lo gs  p ro du c e d  du r -

i ng  the  co nt ra ct e d  t imb er 
h ar ves t in g  o pe r ati ons .  The  

b i l l  also  ca l l s  f o r p ro cee ds  

f rom  d ir ec t  s aw  lo g  s ales  to  
b e  de p os i te d  i n  tru s t  l an d  a d -

mi nis tr at ion  a c cou n t.   C on -
t r ac t in g  f or  t imb er  ha rv est  
a n d  s e l l i ng  lo gs  d i f f e rs  f rom 

t he  cu r re nt  p r ac t i ce  by  whi ch  
t he  s t ate  se l l s  t im be r as  

s tan d in g tre es .  

V is i t  t he  s t ate  le gis l at ive  
b r an ch  we bs i te  at         

h tt p : // leg .s ta te .mt .u s  to  see  
f u l l  tex t  of  ea ch  bi l l  an d 

t r ack  i ts  p ro gre ss .  

s h o w e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  
s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  

s t r e n g t h  ( M O R  a n d  M O E )  
w h e n  i n s i d e  o u t  b e a m s  
w e r e  c o m p a r e d  t o  s t a n -

d a r d  b e a m s  o f  t h e  s a m e  
d i m e n s i o n .   F o r  m o r e  i n -

f o r m a t i o n   c l i c k  h e r e  

Inside Out Beam 

Inside Out Beam 

http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/ja/ja_patterson002.pdf
http://data.opi.state.mt.us/bills/2005/billhtml/SB0142.htm
http://laws.leg.state.mt.us/pls/laws05/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=96&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find
http://leg.state.mt.us


Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Montana State University Extension Forestry is a branch of 

the MSU Extension Service and is housed cooperatively with Col-

lege of Forestry and Conservation at the University of Montana in 

Missoula, Montana.  

The mission of Extension Forestry is to provide education and out-

reach to non-industrial private forest landowners, forestry indus-

try, and other forestry-related organizations in Montana.   

Extension Forestry carries out its mission by providing its clients 

with educational workshops, publications, news releases, bro-

chures, and videos.  Common topics include forest stewardship 

planning, forest insect and disease, windbreaks/living snow 

fences, alternative forest management practices, wildfire hazard 

reduction, forest products marketing, and tree pruning & care.   

Montana Society of American 
Foresters Leadership Conference 

February 25-26                               
Lubrecht Forest                     
Greenough, MT  

 

Montana Society of American 
Foresters Annual Meeting 

March 17-19                                     
Red Lion Colonial Inn                               
Helena, MT 

 

Small Log Conference - Creating 
Capacity to Compete 

March 30 to April 1                        
Coeur d'Alene Resort, Coeur d'Alene, ID 
click here for agenda 

An Introduction to Conservation 
Easements 

February 9  Sandpoint, ID                                  
February 16 Lewiston, ID                  
click here for agenda 

 

Inland Empire Reforestation 
Council Annual Meeting 

February 15                                  
Coeur d'Alene Resort, Coeur d'Alene, ID  
click here for agenda                     

 

Scaling & Marketing Private  
Timber 

February 18  Lewiston, ID                        
February 25  Coeur D Alene, ID          
click here for agenda 

M SU  E xte n s ion  F o re s try  
32 C ampu s  Drive ,  M S 0606 

M is s ou la,  M T 5 98 1 2 

 
Ph o ne :  406- 243- 2773 

F ax:  406- 243- 471 5  
 

MSU Extension Forestry 

 

 

  

We’re on the Web: 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm  

 

Di d  a  fri end  s end  t h i s  newsl et t er t o you ?   

I f  s o,  s ign up  a nd w e ca n se nd t he  ne w s lett er  d ir e ct ly  t o 

y our  ema il a ddre s s .    

Do you  h a ve c omm ent s,  st ory  i d ea s,  o r ot h er    

su ggest i ons?  

I f  s o,  s e nd t he m t o Roy  A nde rs on,  ne w s le tt er  e dit or  

Montana State University Extension Service is an ADA/EO/AA/Veteran's Preference                                       

Employer and education outreach provider. 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm
mailto:Roy.Anderson@forestry.umt.edu
mailto:Roy.Anderson@forestry.umt.edu
http://www.cnr.uidaho.edu/extforest/Conservation%20Easements.htm
http://www.safnet.org/events/eventDetails.cfm?eventID=14630
http://www.cnr.uidaho.edu/extforest/Scaling%20&%20Marketing.htm
http://www.forestnet.com/slc/index.htm

