
T h e  c h a r t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  

s h o w s  M o n t a n a ’ s  a v e r a g e  

d e l i v e r e d  s a w  l o g  a n d  v e -

n e e r  l o g  pr i c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  

t h i r d  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 0 5 .   

T h e  p r i c e s  a r e  c a l c u l a t e d  

f r o m  s u r v e y s  c o n d u c t e d  

b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M o n -

t a n a ’ s  B u r e a u  o f  B u s i n e s s  

a n d  E c o n o m i c  R e s e a r c h .    

F o r e s t l a n d o w n e r s  c a n  

a p p r o x i m a t e  s t u m p a g e  

v a l u e  ( t h e  a m o u n t  t h e y  

r e c e i v e  f o r  s e l l i n g  s t a n d -
i n g  t i m b e r )  b y  s u b t r a c t -

i n g  l o g g i n g  a n d  l o g  h a u l -

i n g  c o s t s  f r o m  t h e  d e l i v -

e r e d  l o g  p r i c e .  
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Pending Forest Policy Legislation  
Congressman Greg Walden 

(R) Oregon recently introduced 

the Forest Emergency Recov-

ery & Research Act (FERRA).  

According to a press release 

from the House Agriculture 

Committee, “FERRA provides 

tools and authorities to federal 

land managers for the rapid 

assessment of damage in for-

estlands following catastrophic 

events.”  After a review of envi-

ronmental impacts, “Land 

managers would  be able to 

engage in active management 

practices relating to the dead 

and dying timber left in forests, 

restoring landscapes, removing 

excess fuel loads, improving 

water and air quality, and pre-

venting additional reforestation 

backlog.”  

C o n g re s s m an  R i ch a r d 

Pombo (R) California intro-

duced the Threatened and En-

dangered Species Recovery Act 

(TESRA).  According to a press 

release from the House Com-

mittee on Resources, “after 

more than three decades of 

implementation, the Endan-

gered Species Act (ESA) has 

failed to achieve its purpose of 

recovering endangered species 

to healthy and sustainable 

populations. In addition, the 

unintended consequences of 

this law have caused a tremen-

dous amount of conflict with 

landowners and local commu-

nities alike. As such, Congress 

must update and modernize the 

ESA to strengthen its results 

for species recovery by turning 

conflict into cooperation.   

TESRA will do just that.” 

Third Quarter ‘05 Delivered Log Prices in Montana 

Quarter 3, 2005 
Delivered log prices per thousand board feet, Scribner Scale

Eastern change from Western change from change from 

Montana previous Montana previous Statewide previous

Ponderosa Pine
Yellow $358 ($103) $447 ($40) xx

Bull $317 ($19) $364 ($30) xx
Lodgepole Pine $451 $7 $443 $5 xx
Douglas-fir $456 $5 $466 $6 $543 $23
Western Larch xx $460 ($1) $550 $30
Engelmann Spruce $453 $9 $444 $5 xx
Subalpine fir $392 $9 $391 $3 xx
Grand fir xx $386 $0 xx
Western Red Cedar xx $513 ($37) xx
Hemlock xx $392 $0 xx
White Pine xx $469 $1 xx
Other species xx xx $413 13

Typical Log Hauling and Logging costs 
(for three different logging systems) are:

Helicopter logging $325 to $375 per thousand BF
Cable/Line Logging $175 to $225 per thousand BF
Ground/Tractor Logging $125 to $200 per thousand BF
Log Hauling $50 to $125  per thousand BF

Saw logs Veneer logs

http://resourcescommittee.house.gov/issues/more/esa/TESRA/background&need.htm
http://agriculture.house.gov/press/109/pr051103-2.html
http://www.helenair.com/articles/2005/11/20/montana/f03112005_01.txt
http://www.billingsgazette.com/index.php?id=1&display=rednews/2005/11/22/build/state/73-logging-lawsuit.inc
http://www.rfidjournal.com/article/articleview/2007/1/1/
http://www.rlpi.com/base.asp?pub=list&s1=Daily_WoodWire&s2=Other_Industry_News&s3=Production&s4=
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 I n  1 99 1  th e  2 , 9 6 0  a c r e  M a c l ay  

R a n c h  lo c a te d  ju s t  n o rt h  o f  

F l o re n c e ,  M o n t an a  w as  n a me d 

M o n t an a ’s  T re e  F a rm  o f  th e  

Y e a r.   T h e  a w a r d  i s  g iv e n  an n u -

a l l y  by  t h e  M o n t an a  T r e e  F a r m 

S y s te m  t o  a  l an d o wn e r  t h a t  

s h o w s  an  o u t s t a n d in g c o m m i t-

m e n t  to  e n h a n ci n g an d  s u s t ai n -

i n g  th e i r  fo r e s te d  p r o pe r t y .   

T h e  l an d o wn e r s  at  th e  t i me  

w e r e  B ru ce  a n d  M a r y  M a cl a y ,  

4 t h  ge n e r at i o n  r an ch e r s  wh o s e  

i n i t i a l  f o re s t  m an a ge me n t  e f -

f o r ts  f o cu s e d o n  c o n t r o l l in g 

m i s t le to e  in f e c te d  t re e s .    

 T o d a y  f o re s t r y  ac t i v i t i e s  co n -

t i n u e  o n  M ac l a y  R a n c h ,  bu t 

w i t h  d if fe re n t o b j e c t i ve s .  Th e  

c u r re n t o wn e r ,  T o m  M a c l ay  

( B ru ce  an d  M a r y ’s  s o n )  i s  d e -

v e lo p in g  th e  B i t te r r o o t  R e s o r t  

o n  th e  p r o pe r ty .    

 F o r th e  p a s t  1 8  mo n th s  

M a c l ay  h as  be e n  b u s y  c re a t in g 

s k i  ru n s .  T h e  w o rk  s t a r te d 

w h e n  M a cl a y  c o n t r ac t e d w i th  

E c o s i gn  M o u n t a in  R e s o r t  P la n -

n e rs  o f  W h is t le r ,  B .C .  t o  d e s i gn  

s k i  ru n s .   N e x t,  a r m e d  w i th  

G P S  u n i ts  an d  E co s i g n ’ s  ma p s ,  

M a c l ay  a n d  h i s  s o n s ,  C h a r l e y  

a n d  J a co b ,  ma r k e d  th e  s k i  ru n  

b o u n d a ri e s  o n  th e  mo u n t ai n -

s i d e .   M a cl a y  s a ys  h e  t r ie d  to  

b a l an c e  c re a t in g  w o r l d  c la s s  

r u n s  w i th  o th e r  co n s i de r a t io n s  

s u c h  as  m a in t a in in g  v is u a l  a t-

t r a c t i v e n e s s ,  m a i n t a i n i n g 

e n o u gh  t r e e s  t o  k e e p  th e  ru n s  

s h a d e d  ( s lo w s  s n o w  me l t) ,  an d 

c o n t i n u in g  to  co n t r o l  m i s t l e t o e  

i n fe c te d  t i m be r.    

 N e x t,   M a c l ay  w o rk e d  w i th  

A r l e e  lo g ge r ,  R an d y  La r s o n ,  

a n d  M is s o u l a- ba s e d  c o n s u l t in g 

f o re s te r ,  Jo h n  O t t ma n ,  w h o  c o -

o r d i n at e d  th e  t i m be r  h a r v e s t-

i n g .    

  A f t e r  th e  t i m be r  w a s  cl e a re d 

f r o m  th e  r u n s ,  J T L  G ro u p ,  In c . ,  

a  M i s s o u la  a r e a  co n t ra c t o r,  

u s e d  bu l l do z e rs  t o  r e mo ve  

s tu m p s  f r o m  t h e  s lo p e s  an d  t o  

c o n t o u r  th e  r u n s .  F i n a l l y ,  

M a c l ay  h as  be e n  w o rk i n g  w i th  

G i l e s  T h e le n ,  a  p l a n t  e co l o g y  

r e s e a r ch e r a t  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  

M o n t an a ,  t o  re ve g e t a t e  t h e  

s l o pe s .    

 W h e n  th e  wo r k  o n  M a c la y  

R a n c h  is  c o m p l e t e ,  th e  B i t t e r-

r o o t R e s o r t  w i l l  h a ve  o ve r  3 0 

s k i  ru n s  a l l  s e rv i c e d  by  t w o  s k i  

l i f ts  a n d  h a v in g  o v e r  2, 4 0 0  f e e t  

o f  v e r t i ca l  d r o p.     

 I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  wo r k  u n -

d e r w a y  o n  th e  M a c la y  R an c h ,  

T o m  M a cl a y  i s  s e e k in g a  s p e -

c i a l - u s e  pe r m i t  o n  1 2 , 00 0  a c r e s  

o f  U . S.  F o r e s t  Se r v i ce  p r o pe r t y .  

T h e  p e rm i t  wo u l d  al l o w d e v e l-

o p m e n t  o f  n o r d ic  a n d  al p i n e  

s k i in g  b e t we e n  M a c la y  R an ch  

a n d  n e a rb y  Lo lo  Pe ak .   U p  to  

7 7 5 0 s k ie r s  pe r  d ay  co u l d th e n  

d e s ce n d 5 3 4 2 ve r t i c al  f e e t  f ro m 

L o lo  P e a k  to  t h e  b a s e  o n  

M a c l ay  R an ch .   Th a t  ve r t i ca l  

d r o p  wo u l d  be  t h e  l a r ge s t  in  

N o r th  A me r i c a.    

 T h e  r e s o r t  l ie s  a d j a ce n t  to  

t h e  n o r th e rn  bo u n da r y  o f  th e  

B i t t e r r o o t- S e l w ay  W i l d e r n e s s  

A r e a .   Th u s ,  M a c la y  s a ys  a n -

o th e r a t t r a ct i o n  o f  g r an t in g  th e  

s p e c ia l  u s e  p e r mi t  i s  th a t,  “ i t  

w o u l d  p r o v i de  an  o p p o rt u n i ty  

f o r  th e  re s o r t  to  be  a  w i n do w 

i n t o  th e  l a r ge s t  w i l de r n e s s  a re a 

i n  th e  l o we r  4 8  s t at e s ” .  

 D e v e l o p in g  th e  F o re s t  Se r v i ce  

p o r t i o n  o f  th e  B i tt e r ro o t  R e s o r t  

i s  c o n t in g e n t  o n  th e  B i t te r o o t 

a n d  Lo lo  N a t i o n al  F o r e s t ’s  f o r-

e s t  m an a ge me n t p l an s ,  wh i ch  

a r e  cu r r e n t ly  be in g  r e v i s e d .  

Mixing Forestry and Skiing at the Bitterroot Resort  

Aerial view of the Bitterroot Resort located just north of Florence, MT.  The ski runs visible in the 
photo are on the Maclay property.  A proposed special use permit would extend the runs up Carl-
ton Ridge to Lolo Peak which is visible in the background.  If the special use permit is approved 
the Bitterroot Resort would boast the largest vertical drop in the North America at 5,342 feet.  

http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/bitterroot/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/lolo/
http://www.skibitterrootresort.com/
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I n  t h e  1 9 80 ’ s  M o n t a n a ’ s  f o r -
e s t  p r o d u c t s  i n d u st r y  c o u l d  
p r o c e s s  1 .5  b i l l i o n  b o a r d  f e e t  
o f  t i m b e r  a n n u a l l y .   I n  2 0 0 4  
t i m b e r  p r o c e s s i n g  c a p a c i t y  
h a d  fa l l e n  t o  9 6 3  m i l l i o n  
b o a r d  f e e t .   W h a t ’s  m o r e ,  o n l y  
7 3 7  m i l l i o n  b o a r d  f e e t  o f  t h a t  
c a p a c i t y  w a s  a c t u a l l y  u t i l i z e d  
i n  2 0 0 4 .    T h u s ,  o v e r  t h e  la s t  
t w o  d e c a d e s  M o n t a n a ’ s  f o r e st  
p r o d u c t s  i n d u st r y  h a s  s h r u n k  
b y  j u st  o v e r  h a l f .   

W h y ?   T h e r e  a r e  t w o  m a i n  
r e a s o n s .   F i r s t ,  l i k e  a l m o st  a l l  
i n d u st r i es ,  t h e  f o r e s t  p r od -
u c t s  i n d u st r y  i s  h i g h l y  c o m -
p e t i t i v e .   F o r  e x a m p l e ,  M o n -
t a n a  s a w m i l l s  p r o d u c e  t h e  
s a m e  k i n d s  o f  d i m e n s i o n  l u m -
b e r  a n d  b o a r d s  t h a t  a r e  p r o -
d u c e d  b y  h u n d r e d s  o f  f i r m s  i n  
o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  U S  a n d  
w o r l d .   G i v e n  a l l  o f  t h e  f i r m s  
p r o d u c i n g  t h e  s a m e  c o m m o d i -
t i e s ,  t h e  p r i m a r y  b a s i s  o f  
c o m p e t i t i o n  i s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  
p r o d u c e  a t  a  l o w  c o st .   M i l l s  
l e s s  e f f i c i e n t  i n  c o n v e r t i n g  
l o g s  t o  lu m b e r  h a v e  g o n e  o u t  
o f  b u s i n e s s .   T h o s e  m i l l s  s t i l l  
i n  b u s i n e s s  h a v e  i n v e st e d  i n  
m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  t i m b e r  p r o c -
e s s i n g  t e c h n o l o g i e s .  

A  se c o n d  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  d e -
c l i n e  i s  t h a t  i n  t h e  la s t  2 0  
y e a r s  l o g s  h a v e  b e c o m e  sc a r c e  
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  s o m e  m i l l s  w e r e  
f o r c e d  t o  s h u t  d o w n .   L o g s  a r e  
n o t  sc a r c e  b e c a u s e  o f  a  s h o r t -
a g e  o f   g r o w i n g  t i m b e r .   I n  
f a c t ,  e a c h  y e a r  4 4 7  m i l l i o n  
c u b i c  f e e t  o f  t i m b e r  i s  a d d e d  
t o  M o n t a n a ’ s  e x i s t i n g  g r o w i n g  
s t o c k  o f  3 5  b i l l i o n  c u b i c  f e e t .   
R a t h er ,  t h e r e  i s  a  sh o r t a g e  o f  
f e d e r a l  t i m b e r  s a l e s .   C o n -
s i d e r  t h a t  i n  1 9 87  a b o u t  6 0 0  
m i l l i o n  b o a r d  f e e t  w a s  h a r -
v e s t e d  f r o m  M o n t a n a ’ s  n a -
t i o n a l  f o r e s t s .   B e t w e e n  19 9 7  

a n d  2 0 0 4 ,  a b o u t  1 0 0  m i l l i o n  
b o a r d  f e e t  h a v e  b e e n  h a r -
v e s t e d  a n n u a l l y .    

A l s o  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  
s h r i n k i n g  sa w m i l l i n g  c a p a c i t y  
a r e  s e c o n d a r y  m a n u fa c t u r e r s  
w h o  u s e  sa w m i l l  r e s i d u e s  t o  
m a n u fa c t u r e  p a p e r ,  p a r t i c l e -
b o a r d ,  a n d  m e d i u m - d e n si t y -
f i b e r  b o a r d  (M D F ) .   Ea c h  t i m e  
a  sa w m i l l  c l o s e s ,  t h e se  s e c o n -
d a r y  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  l o s e  a  v i -
t a l  s u p p li e r .  

W h a t  d o e s  t h i s  a l l  o f  t h i s  
m e a n ?    I f  t h e s e  t r e n d s  l e a d  
t o  t h e  c o l la p s e  o f  M o n t a n a ’ s  
f o r e st  p r o d u c t s  m a n u f a c t u r -
i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  ( a s  h a s  
h a p p e n e d  i n  C O ,  N M  a n d  A Z )  
t h e n  M o n t a n a ’ s  p r i v a t e  f o r e st  
l a n d o w n e r s  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  
c a r r y  o u t  f o r e st  m a n a g e m e n t  
a c t i v i t i e s  a i m e d  a t  i m p r o v i n g  
f o r e st  h e a lt h  a n d  r e d u c i n g  t h e  
c h a n c e  f o r  c a t a st r o p h i c  w i ld -
f i r e .   

 W h y ?  B e c a u s e  t h e i r  t i m b e r  
w i l l  h a v e  l i t t l e  e c o n o m i c  
v a l u e .   T h u s ,  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  
m a n a g e m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  c a n ’t  

Maintaining a Forest Products Industry Infrastructure in MT 

b e  o f f s e t  b y  t h e  e c o n o m i c  
v a l u e  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t s  r e -
m o v e d .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a  
p r o s p e c t i v e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
b r e a k d o w n ,  m a n y  p r i va t e  f o r -
e s t  l a n d o w n e r s  a r e  n o t  a w a r e  
o f  t h i s  i s s u e .   T h e r e f o r e ,  M S U  
E x t e n s i o n  F o r e s t r y  i s  c o n s i d -
e r i n g  a  w o r k s h o p  d e s i g n e d  t o  
e d u c a t e  p r i v a t e  f o r e st  l a n d -
o w n e r s  a b o u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  
o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  f o r e st  p r o d -
u c t s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n f r a -
s t r u c t u r e .   I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  e d u -
c a t i o n ,  a n o t h e r  c o m p o n e n t  o f  
t h e  w o r k s h o p  w o u l d  b e  t o  e n -
c o u r a g e  p r i va t e  f o r e s t  l a n d -
o w n e r s  t o  g i v e  v o i c e  t o  t h e i r  
c o n c e r n s  b y  o r g a n i z i n g  
t h r o u g h  g r o u p s  l i k e  M o n t a n a  
F o r e s t  O w n e r ’ s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
a n d  M o n t a n a  T r e e  Fa r m  S y s -
t e m .    

S o  t h a t  w e  c a n  g a u g e  
w h e t h e r  s u c h  a  w o r k sh o p  i s  
f e a s i b l e ,  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  k n o w  i f  
y o u  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
a t t e n d i n g — c a l l  4 0 6 - 2 4 3 - 2 7 7 5  
o r  e m a i l  R o y  A n d e r s o n .  

Graph showing the declining timber harvest from Montana’s National Forests.  Source: Montana 
Wood Products Association. 

mailto:Roy.Anderson@cfc.umt.edu


Forestry Educational Calendar 

Montana State University Extension Forestry is a branch of 

the MSU Extension Service and is housed cooperatively with Col-

lege of Forestry and Conservation at the University of Montana in 

Missoula, Montana.  

The mission of Extension Forestry is to provide education and out-

reach to non-industrial private forest landowners, forestry indus-

try, and other forestry-related organizations in Montana.   

Extension Forestry carries out its mission by providing its stake-

holders with educational workshops, publications, news-releases, 

brochures, and videos.  Common topics include forest stewardship 

planning, forest insect and disease, windbreaks/living snow 

fences, alternative forest management practices, wildfire hazard 

reduction, forest products marketing, and tree pruning & care.   

How to Dry Lumber For Quality 
and Profit                             
December 5-8                                
Corvallis, OR                                   
click here for info and registration              

Forest Taxation and Estate 
Planning Conference                         
December 6-7                               
Coeur d’Alene, ID                                     
click here for info and registration 

 

Forest Roads: Advancements in 
Science and Technology                                    
December 13-14                     
Eugene, OR              
click here for info and registration 

 

Family Foresters              
Workshop                            
January 20, 2006                          
Spokane, WA                                
click here for info and registration 

We’re on the Web: 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm  

 

Di d  a  fri end  s end  t h i s  newsl et t er t o you ?   

I f  s o,  s ign up  a nd w e ca n se nd t he  ne w s lett er  d ir e ct ly  t o 

y our  ema il a ddre s s .    

Do you  h a ve c omm ent s,  st ory  i d ea s,  o r ot h er    

su ggest i ons?  

I f  s o,  s e nd t he m t o Roy  A nde rs on,  ne w s le tt er  e dit or  

Montana State University Extension Service is an ADA/EO/AA/Veteran's Preference                                       
Employer and education outreach provider. 

 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm
http://outreach.forestry.oregonstate.edu/lmbrdrying/
http://www.cnr.uidaho.edu/extforest/Tax2005.pdf
http://www.westernforestry.org/forestroads/forestroads.htm
http://www.cnr.uidaho.edu/extforest/B%202006%20Family%20Foresters%20Workshop.pdf
mailto:Roy.Anderson@cfc.umt.edu
mailto:Roy.Anderson@cfc.umt.edu

