
I n the  p ast  20  ye a rs , 
Ch in a ha s  ex pe ri enc e d 

r a p i d e co nomi c  deve l -
o pme nt .   Fo r  e xam p le , 
i n  19 78  the  per  ca p it a 

g r oss  dome sti c pr o d -
u ct  ( G DP)  was  $ 4 6;  b y  

2 0 0 0  i t  ha d  gr own  t o  
$ 8 6 0 .  The  US   G D P i n  
c o m p a r i s o n  w a s  

$ 3 4 ,7 5 8 in  2 0 00 .  

Ch in a’ s  g row in g e co n -

om y  has  s t imu l at e d 
s t r o n g  d e m a n d  f o r 
w oo d  f i ber .   I t  is  es t i -

m ate d  th at  C hin a  wi l l  
c o n su me a b ou t  11 3 

t ri l l i on  bo ar d f eet  of  
lu m be r i n  th e  ne xt  s i x 
y ea rs .  I t  is  also  es t i -
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Intermountain Roundwood Association to Launch New Website  

T h e In te rm ou n t ain 
R ou n d woo d  Ass oc ia -

t ion  ( I R A) , a  non -
p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n 
r e pr esen tin g p ro du c -

e rs  an d m ar kete rs  of  
r o u n d woo d  p r o du cts  

i n  12  W es te rn  s t ate s , 
i s  ab ou t  to  lau nch  a 
n e w  w e b s i t e :  

w w w . i n t e r m ou n t a i n r o
u n d woo d .o r g   

I R A me mbe rs  pr o du ce  
p r e s su r e - t r e a te d  an d 

n o n - t r e a t e d  f e n c e  
p os ts  an d  r ai l s ,  lo g  an d 
r u st ic  f u r nitu re , han d 

a n d de ck  ra i l i ngs ,  an d 
a va ri e ty  of  rou n dwoo d 

p r o du c ts  f o r a gr icu l -
tu r al  a p pl i ca t io ns .  

A  ke y f ea tu r e  of  the  

ne w w eb s ite  w i l l  be  
t ha t  a pr os pec ti ve  cu s -
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Inside this issue: 

t ome r c an  sea r ch  b y 
p r o du c t , m anu f a ctu r -

i ng  pr oces s ,  o r lo c a -
t ion to  i de nti f y   a n 
I R A mem be r c a p abl e  

of  mee tin g  h i s  o r  he r 
ne e ds .  

m ate d  th at  o nly  ha l f  of  
t ha t  amou n t w i l l  b e  

su p pl ie d f rom  Ch ina’ s  
o wn f o res ts .  Th is  i s  
b ec au se  in  1 9 9 9 th e  

g o v e r n m e n t  i m p l e -
m e n t e d  a  N a t i o n a l  

F o r e s t  C o n s e r v a t i o n 
P la n , wh ic h  l imit e d 
t im ber  h a rves ts  f ro m 

Ch ines e  f o res ts .   

T hese  t re n ds  su g ges t  

t ha t  M ont an a  ( an d  U S)  
b as e d f ore st  pro du ct s  
m an u f ac tu re rs  mi gh t  

h ave  a  ma rke t  o p po r -
tu nit y  i n  Chi na .  Ho w -

e ver , e x po rt in g pr o d -
u cts  ca n be  di f f i cu l t .  
T h e r ef o re ,  o r g a n i z a -

t ion s  su ch  as  the  Sof t -
w oo d E x po rt  Cou n ci l  

( SE C) , p rov i de  ex p or t  
a ss is ta nce .  Fo r e x am -
p le ,  S EC  f u n ds  ma rke t  

r ese ar ch  an d  th is  p as t  
S e pte mbe r , SE C o r -

g a nize d  a n d h oste d  a n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s a l e s  
mi ss io n t o  v a riou s  r e -

g io ns  in  Chi na  f o r 15  
U S  bas e d woo d  pr o d -

u cts  com p ani es  a n d 
o r ga niz at ions .   Du r in g 
t he  vis i t ,  the  gr ou p 

c on ta cte d  ne ar ly  4 0 0 
p o ten tia l  cu sto mer s .    

F or  mo re  inf o  c ont ac t :  
S E C  d i r e c t o r ,       
C r ai g La rsen   
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F or  la n down ers ,  one  of  the  
mo st  im po r tan t  s te ps  in  a 

t im ber  s ale  is  choo s in g  a  p ro -
f ess ion al  lo g gin g co nt ra ct or .   
T he ref o re ,  th is  a rt i cle  l is ts  

c ons i de ra tion s  th at  wi l l  he l p 
y ou  cho ose  the  l og ge r th at  is  

r i ght  f o r y ou  a n d y ou r  f o rest .  

P e rha ps  m ost  i mp or ta ntl y , i t  
i s  a goo d i de a t o  seek  a dvi ce  

f rom  a  na tu r al  resou rc e  p ro -
f ess ion al ,  e .g .  a  c onsu l t i ng 

f o res te r,  com p any  f o rest er , 
o r  s t ate  f o res te r , bef o re  con -
t r ac t in g w ith  a lo g ger .  A 

n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  p r o f e s -
s ion al  w i l l  be  a ble  to  m ake  

su re  t ha t  you r  o b jec t iv es  a re  
t o p p rio ri ty .      

A n othe r i mp or ta nt  tas k  is   

a ski ng  a p ote nti al  lo g gi ng 
c on tr ac to r f or  a  l is t  of  re f er -

en ces  an d c re den ti als .  As  
w ith  an y se rvi ce  bu s iness , 
l og ge rs  re ly  on a goo d re pu -

t at ion  to  g ai n  n ew cl ie nts .  
T he ref o re , a lo g gin g p rof es -

s ion al  s hou l d  be  a bl e  t o  su p -
p ly  y ou  w ith  re f ere nc es  f rom 
p a s t  l a n d o w n e r  c l i e n t s .  

M ake  su re  to  f o l low  th rou gh 
b y co nt ac t in g the  p eo ple  on 

t he  r e f e ren ce  l i s t  an d u n d er -
s tan d in g wh y th at  pe rso n en -
d o rses  the  lo g ge r’ s  w ork .    

I n  a d di t io n  to  re f e ren ces , 
m any  M on ta na  lo g ger s  dem -

o nst ra te  the i r p rof ess ion al -
i sm by be com in g an A cc re d -

i t e d  L o g g i n g  P r o f e s s i o n a l  
( AL P)  th rou gh  an  e du c at ion al  

p r o gr am a dmi nis ter e d by the   
M ontan a Lo ggin g Associ at ion .   

I n  t he  A LP  p rog r am , l og ge rs , 
c om ple te  s af e ty  tr ai nin g , a 4 
d a y f o res t  s te wa r dsh i p wo rk -

sh op ,  an d  le ar n M ont an a’ s  
f o r es t r y  b e s t  m a n a g e m e n t 

p r a c t i c e s  a n d  s t r e a m s i d e 
m an a g em e nt z on e l a ws .   

F in al l y , s o  th at  you  a re  not  
l ia ble  f or lo gg in g in ju r ies  or 

d a ma ges ,  m ake  su r e  th at  a 
p o ten tia l  lo gg in g co nt ra ct or 
i s  c ove re d  b y t he  i nsu ran ce   

p ol ic ies  an d  le ve ls  d esc ri be d 
i n  t h e  b u l l e t e d  c h e c k l i s t  

l is te d  a bo ve .  

Choosing the Right Logging Contractor 

Insurance Coverage Requirements for                 
Montana Logging Contractors 

 

1.   There is no business license requirement in Montana.  How-
ever, some cities may require a local business license. 

 

2. Commerical General Liability — minimum coverage $2 million 
aggregate; $1 million per occurrence. 

 

3. Loggers Broad Form Property Damage Liability—minimum 
coverage $1 million. 

 

4. Automobile Liability—minimum coverage $1 million. 

 

5. Worker’s Compensation — minimum $500,00 employers liabil-
ity, minimum bodily injury $500,000 per accident, minimum 
occupational disease $500,00 per accident, minimum aggre-
gate $500,000 per accident.  Some contractors may have ex-
emptions if they are owner/operators, or others who do not 
have employees. 

 

6.   In addition to logging contractors, forestry consultants, truck-
ers, and sawmills must also hold the proper insurance require-
ments with both liability and errors & omissions coverage. 

 

7.   Remember you are liable for property damages or work-
related injury to workers if they are not properly covered. 
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I n  t h e  p a s t ,  r e l a t i v e l y  
m i l d  f i r e s  b u r n e d  t h r o u g h  

M o n t a n a ’ s  f o r e s t s  e v e r y  5  
t o  3 0  y e a r s .   T h i s  n a t u r a l  
f i r e  c y c l e  k e p t  h i s t o r i c a l  

f o r e s t s  o p e n  a n d  p a r k -
l i k e .   I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t o d a y ’ s  

d e n s e l y  s t o c k e d  f o r e s t s  
a r e  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  c a t a s -
t r o p h i c  w i l d f i r e ;  a  r e s u l t  

o f  f o r e s t  f i r e  f u e l  b u i l d - u p  
d u r i n g  1 0 0  y e a r s  o f  f i r e  

s u p p r e s s i o n .  

M a n y  h o m e s  l o c a t e d  i n  o r  
n e x t  t o  f o r e s t s  a r e  s u s c e p -

t i b l e  t o  d e s t r u c t i o n  b y  
w i l d f i r e .   H o m e o w n e r s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  c a n  m i n i m i z e  t h e  
c h a n c e  o f  l o s i n g  a  h o m e  
b y  c r e a t i n g  a  d e f e n s i b l e  

s p a c e — a  b u f f e r  a r e a  
a r o u n d  a  h o m e  w h e r e  t h e  

v e g e t a t i o n  h a s  b een  r e -
m o v e d  o r  m o d i f i e d  s o  t h a t  
f i r e f i g h t e r s  c a n  d e f e n d  

t h e  h o m e  f r o m  a n  o n c o m -
i n g  f i r e .   I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  

d e f e n s i b l e  s p a c e ,  s o m e  
p r o p e r t i e s  m a y  n e e d  a  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t r e a t m e n t ,  

w h i c h  t y p i c a l l y  i n v o l v e s  
t h i n n i n g  t h e  f o r e s t e d  

l a n d s c a p e  b e y o n d  t h e  d e -
f e n s i b l e  s p a c e .    

W h i l e  s u c h  t r e a t m e n t s  i m -

p r o v e  f o r e s t  h e a l t h  a n d  
mi nim ize  t h e  c h a n c e  o f  l o s -

i n g  a  h o m e ,  t h e y  a r e  e x -
p e n s i v e .   C o s t s  c a n  r a n g e  

a n y w h e r e  f r o m  $ 3 0 0  t o  
$ 3 , 0 0 0  p e r  a c r e  d e p e n d -
i n g  o n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  

v e g e t a t i o n  t o  b e  r e m o v e d ,  
d i f f i c u l t y  o f  t h e  t e r r a i n ,  

a n d  e q u i p m e n t  u s e d .   I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  t y p i c a l  s m a l l  
t r e e s  r e m o v e d  d u r i n g  f u e l  

r e d u c t i o n  t r e a t m e n t s  h a v e  
l i m i t e d  m a r k e t s  t o  o f f s e t  
t h e  r e m o v a l  e x p e n s e .  

A  h o g  f u e l  m a r k e t  i s  o n e  
o f  t h e  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s .   F o r  

e x a m p l e ,  R o b  C a s t e l l a n o ,  
a  M i s s o u l a  a r e a  f o r e s t e r ,  
l o g g e r ,  a n d  o w n e r  o f     

H o r i z o n  T r e e  S e r v i c e ,    
r e c e n t l y  c o m p l e t e d  a  f u e l  

r e d u c t i o n  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  
M i s s o u l a  C o u n t y .   T h e  
t r e a t m e n t  p r e s c r i p t i o n  

c a l l e d  f o r  t h i n n i n g  s m a l l  
d i a m e t e r  p o n d e r o s a  p i n e  

t r e e s  g r o w i n g  a l o n g  a  r a -
v i n e ,  w h i c h  w a s  s u r -
r o u n d e d  b y  s u b u r b a n  

h o m e s .    

N o r m a l l y ,  s u c h  m a t e r i a l  

w o u l d  b e  c u t ,  p i l e d ,  a n d  

Selling Chipped Slash to Offset Fuel Reduction Treatment Costs 

b u r n e d  o n  s i t e .   O n  t h i s  
j o b ,  h o w e v e r ,  C a s t e l l a n o ’ s  

e q u i p m e n t  a n d  t h e  p r o x -
i m i t y  o f  t h e  j o b  t o  S m u r f i t   
S t o n e  p a pe r m i l l  m a d e  i t  

p o s s i b l e  t o :  c u t  t h e  m a t e -
r i a l  b y  h a n d ,  h a u l  i t  t o  a  

l a n d i n g  u s i n g   a  g r a p p l e -
e q u i p p e d  B o b c a t  s k i d  
s t e e r ,  c h i p  t h e  m a t e r i a l ,  

a n d  f i n a l l y  h a u l  t o  t h e  p a -
p e r  m i l l  a s  h o g  f u e l ,  

w h i c h  i s  b u r n e d  t o  g e n e r -
a t e  e l e c t r i c i t y .   T h e  5  a c r e  
j o b  y i e l d  1 1 0  t o n s  o f  

c h i p s ,  w h i c h  a r e  w o r t h  
a b o u t  $ 1 0 . 0 0  p e r  t o n .  

C l e a r l y ,  h o g  f u e l  i s  n o t  a  
h i g h - v a l u e  m a r k e t ,  b u t  i n  
s o m e  c a s e s  i t  m i g h t  b e  

b e t t e r  t h a n  b u r n i n g  t h e  
s l a s h  i n  t h e  w o o d s .  

Robert  Castellano, owner of Horizon Tree Service, uses a grapple-equipped Bobcat to feed  slash 

into a chipper.  The chips are sold as hog fuel to Missoula’s Smurfit Stone Paper Company 



Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Montana State University Extension Forestry is a branch of 

the MSU Extension Service and is housed cooperatively with Col-

lege of Forestry and Conservation at the University of Montana in 

Missoula, Montana.  

The mission of Extension Forestry is to provide education and out-

reach to non-industrial private forest landowners, forestry indus-

try, and other forestry-related organizations in Montana.   

Extension Forestry carries out its mission by providing its clients 

with educational workshops, publications, news releases, bro-

chures, and videos.  Common topics include forest stewardship 

planning, forest insect and disease, windbreaks/living snow 

fences, alternative forest management practices, wildfire hazard 

reduction, forest products marketing, and tree pruning & care.   

Wood Utilization Solutions to 
Hazardous Fuels 

December 14-15                             
Spokane, WA                                   
click here for agenda 

 

Montana Tree                     
Farm                           

9:30 AM December 21, 2004                         
Missoula, MT                                         
@ Plum Creek Office 

 

Missoula Chapter Society of 
American Foresters                          

6:00 PM December 21, 2004                         
Missoula, MT                                         
Florence Hotel 

How to Dry Lumber for Quality 
and Profit 

December 6-9                                          
Corvallis, OR                                   
click here for agenda 

 

Where there is Smoke        
There is Fire 

December 7-8                                       
Coeur d’ Alene, ID                                     
click here for agenda 

 

Introduction to GIS Applications 
in Natural Resources 

December 9-10                                          
Corvallis, OR                                   
click here for agenda 

M SU  E xte n s ion  F o re s try  
32 C ampu s  Drive ,  M S 0606 

M is s ou la,  M T 5 98 1 2 

 
Ph o ne :  406- 243- 2773 

F ax:  406- 243- 471 5  
 

MSU Extension Forestry 

 

 

  

We’re on the Web: 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm  

 

Di d  a  fri end  s end  t h i s  newsl et t er t o you ?   

I f  s o,  s ign up  a nd w e ca n se nd t he  ne w s lett er  d ir e ct ly  t o 

y our  ema il a ddre s s .    

Do you  h a ve c omm ent s,  st ory  i d ea s,  o r ot h er    

su ggest i ons?  

I f  s o,  s e nd t he m t o Roy  A nde rs on,  ne w s le tt er  e dit or  

Montana State University Extension Service is an ADA/EO/AA/Veteran's Preference                                       

Employer and education outreach provider. 


