
A f te r  p ost in g de l iv -
e re d lo g  p ri ces  l as t  

mo nth , s eve ra l  r ea d -
e rs  w rot e  to  s ay  th at  
i t  w ou l d also  b e  u se -

f u l  to  pu b l ish  p ri ces  
f o r othe r  com mon 

M o nt an a f o res t  p ro d -
u cts  su ch  as  pu l p -
w oo d , po sts ,  p oles , 

a n d h ou se  l og s .    

T he  po st , pole , an d 

hou se  lo g p ric es  a re  
i nclu d e d i n  t h is  issu e  
a n d ne xt  mon th I ’ l l  

p u bl ish  p ri ces  f or 
p u l p w o o d .   T h e  

p r i c e s  a r e  d e t e r -
mi ne d by  the  U niv er -
s i ty  o f  M o nt a n a’ s  

B B ER .    

Delivered Prices for Posts, Poles, & House Logs 

September 2004 

Fuel Mitigation Cost Sharing Funds Available  
H o u s i n g  s u b d i v i -

s ions  lo c ate d  a t  the  

i n te rf ac e  of  M on -
t an a’ s  u r b an  a n d wil d 
l an ds  ar e  e l i gi bl e  to  

r ec e iv e  f u n ds  th at  
w i l l  co ve r u p to  75  

p e rc ent  of  the  c ost  
f o r  re mov in g f lam -
m ab le   ve get at ion 

f r o m  t h e  a r e a s  
a r ou n d the i r  home .  

T h e  c o s t  s h a r i n g 

f u n ds ,  howe ve r , a re  
o nly  av ai l a ble  i f  the  

v e ge ta t i on  r emo ve d 
h as  no com mer ci al  
v alu e .  

G re g L a rson , co or -
d i na to r of  M on tan a’ s  

N o rth west  Res ou r ce  
C onse rv at ion  De vel -
o pme nt of f i ce  s ays , 

“ the  i de a beh in d th is  
p r o gr am i s  to  re du ce  

f i re  ha za r ds  a rou n d 
ho mes  at  a  com mu -

n ity - wi de  sc ale ,  ra the r 
t han at  the  s i ngl e  
l an do wne r l eve l . ”   

T he  bu l k  of  th i s  
y ea r’ s  f u n din g  is  av ai l -

a b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  
N o rth west , Bi tte r roo t  
a n d He a dw ate rs  RC & D 

of f ice s .   C l i ck  he re  f o r 
c on ta ct  inf o rm at ion .  

MSU Extension Forestry 

Check it out: 
 

• China aggressively ex-

panding its wood process-
ing industry  click here 

• Private Land makes up 

most of Oregon’s annual 
timber harvest click here 

• Boise sells its timberland 

click here 

• World’s fastest growing 
trees click here 

Montana Forest Montana Forest 

Products Products 

Marketing NewsMarketing News  

Stewardship      
Contracting  

2 

Montana’s Fuels for 
Schools Program 
Heats Up 

3 

  
MSU Extension  
Forestry   Calendar 

4 

  

  
  

Inside this issue: 

QUARTER 1, 2004 
Post, pole, and house log prices for material delivered to the mill

POLES - western larch and lodgepole pine.  Units = $/piece

Small End Diameter 10' 20' 25' 30'
3.0 " 0.64 3.00

6.0 to 6.5" 3.25 12.00 15.00
7.0" 4.00 12.00 15.00 20.00
8.0" 4.00 12.00 15.00 20.00

POSTS - lodgepole pine only.  Units = $/piece

Small End Diameter 6.5' 7.0' 8.0'
3.0" 0.63
3.5" 0.63 0.80
4.0" 0.70 0.80
4.5" 0.88 1.05 0.90
5.0" 0.95 1.13 1.05
5.5" 1.30 1.63 2.00
6.0" 1.43 1.88 2.16
8.0" 1.55 2.25 3.00

HOUSE LOGS - western larch, lodgepole pine, & Engleman spruce.  
Units = $/linear foot

Small End Diameter < 20' > 20'
8" 1.60 4.66

9-12" 2.78 5.60
> 13" 3.72 6.30

Length 

Length 

Length 

http://www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/offices/rcdoff.html
http://www.afandpa.org/Content/ContentGroups/Trade/1-6fromChinaPaperJulyFINAL.pdf
http://www.oregonlive.com/news/oregonian/index.ssf?/base/news/1091102211180900.xml
http://www.mtstandard.com/articles/2004/07/27/newsstate/hjjfjchcjcedec.txt
http://www.fastforestsinc.com/synopsisofsupatee.html
http://www.bber.umt.edu/content/?x=1084
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T he  U S Fo res t  Se rvi ce  m an -
a ge s  6 0  p er cen t  of  M on tan a’ s  

f o res t  l an d .   In  1 9 7 6 , t hose  
l an ds  su p p l ie d 45 . 4 pe rce nt  
of  the  t im be r p ro cesse d  in  

M o nt an a.  In  2 00 0 , a rou g hly  
e qu a l  am ou nt of  t imb er w as  

p r oc esse d ,  bu t  the  n at ion al  
f o res ts  su p pl ie d o nly  1 4. 4 
p e rc ent . The  re du ce d ha rv est  

le ve ls  t ran s la te  i nto  an  in -
c re ase d  ch an ce  f or  c at ast ro -

p hi c  wi l df i re  an d  f ew er  o p -
p o rtu nit ies  to  pe rf o rm  oth er 
l an d man a gemen t ac t i vi t ies .   

T o d ay ,  n ati ona l  f or est  h ar -
v est  le ve ls  rema in  lo w,  bu t  

t han ks  to  l eg is l at i on p asse d 
b y  Co ng res s  in  1 9 99  the re  is  
a n ex cit in g new too l  av ai l -

a b le  to  the  Fo rest  Ser vi ce ’ s  
l an d m an ag ers — St e w a rd sh i p 

C ont r a cti n g .   Us i ng th is  tool , 
t he  F ore st  Se rvi ce  ca n h ar -
v est  t imb er  and  mee t  oth er 

l an d man a gemen t o b jec t iv es .  

T he  n at ion’ s  la r gest  s tew -

a r ds hi p  pr oje ct  to  d ate  is  the  
C le ar wa te r P ro je ct  o n the  
S ee le y  Lake  R an ge r D is t ri ct  

i n  M ont an a’ s  Lo lo  N at ion al  
F or est .   On e  p a rt  of  th e  p ro -

j ect  i nv olve d   ha rv est in g 5  
mi l l i on bo a r d f ee t  of  t imb er 
f rom s ta n ds  su s ce pti bl e  to  

m o u n t a i n  p i n e  b e e t l e .  
R a the r tha n p ay in g a  s tu m p -

a ge  f ee  t o  ha rv est  the  t imb er ,  
P y r am i d M o u n ta in Lu m b er 

C om pa ny , th e  pr oje ct  con -

t r ac to r , ag ree d  t o  com ple te  a 
v a rie ty  of  l an d  ma na geme nt 

a c t iv i t i es  to  meet  th e  p ro -
j ect ’ s  oth er o b jec t iv es .  Fo r 
e xam p le , ab ou t  5 0 miles  of  

r o a ds  we re  ob l i t er ate d  to  im -
p r ov e  G ri zzl y  Be ar  h ab it at .  

S eve n  sma l l  to  mo de r ate  s i ze  
b r i dg es  a n d nu me rou s  cu l -
v er ts  wer e  inst al l e d o n ro a ds  

t o  re du ce  se dim ent in  the  
C lea rw ate r  R ive r  dr ain a ge , a 

p r im ar y wa te rshe d  f o r  en -
d a n ger e d Bu l l  Tr ou t .  In  are a 
c am p g rou n ds , 1 8 v au l t  t o i le ts  

r e pl ace d  pit  t o i le ts .  The  
sw it ch  is  e x pe cte d to  p ro te ct   

ne a rb y See le y  L ake ’ s  mu ni ci -
p a l  wa te r su pp ly .   V is t as  
we re  c re ate d  al on g e xis t in g 

f o res t  s er vi ce  ro a ds  so  th at  
v is i to rs  c an se e  the  nea r by 

S w an M ou nt ain R an ge . An d 
f i nal ly ,  no xiou s  wee ds  we re  
t re ate d  al on g almos t  1 3 mi les  

of  r oa d .  

T im  L ove ,  S ee ley  Lak e  Dis -

t ri ct  Ran ge r  a n d p roj ec t  co -
o r di na to r s ays ,  “ T han ks  to  
t he  h a r d wo rk  of  a lot  of  

g oo d pe o ple , t he  Cl ea rw ate r 
S te wa r dshi p  P ro je ct  al l owe d 

u s  t o  a cco mp l ish  l an d  m an -
a ge ment  o bj ect ive s  in  a  f ew 
y ea rs  th at  wou l d  ha ve  ta ken 

d e ca de s  u s in g no rma l  p ro ce -
d u res . ”  Th at ’ s  b ec au se  the  

s tew ar ds hi p con tr ac t i ng  a p -
p r oa ch , e xc ha nge s  g oo ds  f o r 

se rv ic es .  I n  othe r  wo r ds ,  al l  
o f  the  t imb er’ s  va lu e  is  e x -

c h a n ge d f o r s e r vi ce s  th at  
y ie l d  im p rov e d w ate r  qu al i ty , 

r o a ds , an d  wi l dl i f e  h a bit at , 
a l l  o f  wh ich  benef i t  th e  loc al  
c ommu n it y .  Th is  c ont r asts  

w ith  the  tr a di t ion al  mo del  
wh ich  ex ch an ges  t imb er f or 

mo ney .  I n  th at  m o del , o nly  
2 5  pe rc ent  of  the  t im be r s ale  
r eve nu e  is  re tu rne d  t o  the  

l oc al  co mmu ni ty ,  whi le  the  
b a lan ce  is  ke p t  by  the  Fe d -

e ra l  T rea su r y.  You  c an l ea rn 
mo re  a bou t  s t ewa r dsh i p con -
t r ac t in g by  c l ic k in g  he re .  

Stewardship Contracting:  An Exciting New Tool  

“The Clearwater 

Stewardship  project 

a llowed us to 

accomplish  

management 

object ives in a  few 

years that would  

have taken decades” 

Tim Love, District  Ranger on the Seeley Lake 

District in Montana’s Lolo National Forest  

http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/lolo/projects/impl-clearwater-stewardship/index.html
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I n the  f al l  o f  20 0 3 , M on -
t an a’ s  Da r by S choo l  D is t ri ct  

b ec ame the  f i rs t  in  th e  W est  
t o  inst al l  a  w oo d -f i re d  b oi l er 
t o  he at  i ts  bu i l d in gs .  The  

p r oje ct , f u n de d by a U S F or -
es t  S er vi ce  g r an t,  de mon -

s tr ate s  tha t  the re  a re  v ia ble  
u ses  f o r sm al l  di amete r t im -
b e r a n d l og gi ng  s l ash .  

 T hi s  Ju ne , Tom  Cos ton  a  
f o res te r f o r th e  B it ter oot  Re -

sou r ce  C onse rv at ion  an d  De -
v e lo pme nt  Of f i ce  in  H amil -
t on , M on ta na an d the  p ro -

j ect ’ s  coo r di na to r , tes t i f ie d 
t o  a  U S Hou s e  of  Re pr esen ta -

t i v e s  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e -
sou r ces  Comm itt ee  ab ou t  the  
p r oje ct ’ s  ou tco me .  

 T he  h i ghl igh t  of  Cost on’ s  
t es t i mon y was  h is  re ve l at ion 

t ha t  the  woo d  f i re d  b oi l er 
h a d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  c u t  t h e  
s choo l ’ s  f u e l  bi l l .   Ac co r di ng 

t o  C o s t o n ,  t h e  s c h o o l  
sw it che d f rom  bu rn in g f u e l  

o i l  to  w oo d chi p s  l as t  O cto -
b e r 3 0 th . P rio r to  the  swi tch , 
$ 11 , 0 0 0 h a d  al rea d y  b een 

s pe nt  on  f u e l  o i l .   Du rin g the  
r es t  of  the  wi nte r , 6 4 0 t ons  

of  w oo d c hi ps , th e  amou nt  
a b ou t  5 0 ac res  of  f o res t  t h in -
n in g wou l d  y ie l d ,  we re  u se d 

t o  h ea t  the  sc hool  at  a  c ost  of  
$ 18 ,5 0 0 .  Ha d  the  sch ool  

b u r ne d f u e l  o i l  al l  win ter the  
c ost  wou l d h av e  b een an es t i -

m ate d  $ 6 0 , 00 0 .   

 T h at ’ s  t he  go o d news .   The  
b a d  new s  is  th at  D a rb y’ s  f u l ly  

a u t o m a t e d  b o i l e r  c o s t  
$ 8 70 , 0 0 0 .  Cos ton  es t ima tes  
i t  w ou l d ta ke  a s cho ol  1 0 

y ea rs  of  f u e l  c ost  s avi ng s  to  
r ec ove r tha t  k i n d of  u pf ro nt  

i n v e s t m e n t ,  a s s u m i n g  t h e  
s choo l  w as  he ati ng  betw een 
5 0 , 00 0 an d  10 0 , 0 00  s qu a re  

f ee t  of  f l oo r s p ace .   He  a lso  
t es t i f ie d  th at  u pf ron t  cos ts  

c ou l d be  re du ce d to  ab ou t  
$ 6 0 0 , 0 00 i f  the  bo i le r we re  
n ot  f u l ly  au t oma te d .   

 O the r M ont an a s cho ols  in  
P hi l l i ps bu r g  an d  V ic to r  a re  

s l at e d t o  be gin  he ati ng  wi th  
w oo d th is  f al l .   A f ou r th  

Montana’s Fuels for Schools Program Heats Up 

August 2004 

s choo l  dis t ri ct , Eu r eka ,  is  a p -
p ly in g f o r g ra nt  f u n din g .   

I n  the  u pcom in g Fe de r al  In -
t er io r Bi l l  f o r f is cal  yea r 
2 0 05 , $2 . 0 m il l i on  h as  b een 

p en ci le d in  f o r the  f u e ls  f o r 
s choo ls  p ro g ram ,  bu t  the  b i l l  

h as  y et  t o  be  ap p ro ve d by the  
H ou se  a n d Sen ate .     

 C osto n  be l ie ves  the  p ro -

g r am has  a b ri ght  f u tu re  
b as e d on the  su c cess  dem on -

s tr ate d  at  D a rb y .  He  e x pec ts  
ne w s cho ols  a p pl yin g  f o r the  
p r o g r a m  w i l l  b e  a w a r d e d 

g r an t  mone y to  co ve r 5 0 pe r -
c ent  of  the  u pf ron t  c ap it al  

i nves tmen t .   

Logging slash and wood chips that come from locally harvested small diameter trees are used 

to heat the school buildings in Darby, Montana 



Calendar of Upcoming MSU Extension Forestry Events 

Montana State University Extension Forestry is a branch of 

the MSU Extension Service and is housed cooperatively with Col-

lege of Forestry and Conservation at the University of Montana in 

Missoula, Montana.  

The mission of Extension Forestry is to provide education and out-

reach to non-industrial private forest landowners, forestry indus-

try, and other forestry-related organizations in Montana.   

Extension Forestry carries out its mission by providing its clients 

with educational workshops, publications, news releases, bro-

chures, and videos.  Common topics include forest stewardship 

planning, forest insect and disease, windbreaks/living snow 

fences, alternative forest management practices, wildfire hazard 

reduction, forest products marketing, and tree pruning & care.   

Forest Stewardship Workshop 

September 13,14, & 20                    
Anaconda 

 

Montana Tree Farm               
Annual Conference 

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM                         
October 2                                        
Lolo 

 

  

 

 

M SU  E xte n s ion  F o re s try  
32 C ampu s  Drive ,  M S 0606 

M is s ou la,  M T 5 98 1 2 

 
Ph o ne :  406- 243- 2773 

F ax:  406- 243- 471 5  
 

MSU Extension Forestry 

 

 

For further information 
about any of these events 
contact: 

 

Caren Stewart             
406-243-2773 
extfor@forestry.umt.edu  

We’re on the Web: 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm  

 

Di d  a  fri end  s end  t h i s  newsl et t er t o you ?   

I f  s o,  s ign up  a nd w e ca n se nd t he  ne w s lett er  d ir e ct ly  t o 

y our  ema il a ddre s s .    

Do you  h a ve c omm ent s,  st ory  i d ea s,  o r ot h er    

su ggest i ons?  

I f  s o,  s e nd t he m t o Roy  A nde rs on,  ne w s le tt er  e dit or  

Montana State University Extension Service is an ADA/EO/AA/Veteran's Preference                                       

Employer and education outreach provider. 

http://www.forestry.umt.edu/hosting/forestproducts/index.htm
mailto:Roy.Anderson@forestry.umt.edu
mailto:Roy.Anderson@forestry.umt.edu
mailto:extfor@forestry.umt.edu

