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Fig. 9.
Tooth 4: Dark dentine line in lingual
crests is wider than the enamel
bordering it, but not in Tooth 5
or Tooth 6.

4-1/2 Years

Fig. 10.
Tooth 4: Lingual crests are almost

worn away.
Tooth 5: Lingual crests are blunt.
Tooth 6: Back cusp is worn so badly

that the outward surface slopes down-
ward.

Fig. 11.
Tooth 4: Dark dentine line in lingual

crest is almost twice as wide as the
enamel bordering it.

Tooth 5: Dentine in lingual crest is
wider than enamel.

Tooth 6: Dentine in lingual crest is
about as wide as enamel.
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5-1/2 Years

Fig. 12.
Tooth 4 and Tooth 5: Lingual crests

are worn away to rounded ridges.
Tooth 6: Lingual crests are blunt.

Fig. 13.
Tooth 4, Tooth 5 and Tooth 6: Dark
dentine line is wider than the enamel
bordering it.

6-1/2 Years

Fig. 14.
Tooth 4 : Crown is worn smooth.
Tooth 2 and Tooth 3: Crown is heavily
worn. This is first time for heavy wear
on permanent premolars.
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Fig. 15.
Tooth 3: Infundibulum is a small
triangular hole.

Caution Heavily worn two-cusped
permanent Tooth 3 should not be
confused with similar conditions on
three-cusped temporary Tooth 3 in
1-1/2-year-old deer. (Compare Fig.
15 with Figs. 4 and 5.)

7-1/2 Years

Fig. 16.
Tooth 4: Crown is worn smooth.
Tooth 5: Crown is almost worn

smooth.
Tooth 6: Lingual crests are gone.

Fig. 17.
Tooth 3 and Tooth 5: Infundibulum

is almost gone.
Tooth 6: Infundibulum is a narrow,

crescent-shaped line with some depth.

[Continued; see
Wear and Replacement, p. 8]
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[The Age of a Deer, continued]
are magnified in this age class.

In yearlings, the percentage or
relative number of spikes (unbranched
antlers) taken is an indicator of
nutritional conditions if harvesting
spikes is not a major hunting objec-
tive. A large percentage of spikes
indicates a food shortage from year to
year, although it might be a short-term
effect of drought. Repetitive high
spike numbers indicate long-term
habitat deficiencies or severe animal-
to-animal competition. A dispropor-
tionate number of yearling males
compared to mature bucks (4 years
and older) taken during the hunting

season indicates a deer herd with
heavy buck harvest and/or recent high
production of young.

Similar proportions of yearlings
to mature does would have similar
implications. Most commonly the
harvest records show a high propor-
tion of old-age does, indicating light
hunting pressure on antlerless animals.

Deer managers should keep
accurate records of ages for all deer
harvested to determine the nutritional
effects of practices such as brush
control and livestock management or
levels of deer harvest. Without such
records, management cannot be
evaluated accurately.

[Wear and replacement, continued]

8-1/2  – 12-1/2 Years
[Not pictured] Wear on Teeth 4, 5 and 6 is greater than above, but in no instance
are all teeth flat. Usually there is evidence of lingual crests remaining, at least on
Tooth 6. Extreme variation in wear may occur, especially in Teeth 3 and 4. Pres-
ence or absence of incisors is not a valid criterion of this age group.

Old Age
[Not pictured] No lingual crests present. Teeth 4, 5 and 6 frequently hollowed out
or entirely flat. Teeth may be missing or show extremely uneven wear, and some
shrinking away of bone around roots of teeth may have occurred.
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