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Centennial Celebration  
To kick off the centennial celebration for Gallatin County 4-H we are 

challenging each club or project to do 100  hours combine of community 

service in the month of April.  For example if 20 youth each do 5 hours then 

you reached the 100 hours for your club. Each club or project that logs 100 

or plus hours will be put in a drawing to win $100 for their club/project.  

 

For a chance to win, your club/project needs to turn into the office a list of 

everyone that participate and the hours they worked, a short write up on 

how the project made a difference in your community and any pictures 

would be great. If you have an service project already planned please let 

the Extension Office know about it. We would like to get some pictures and 

potential media coverage.   

 

On May 4th and 5th the Gallatin 4-H Foundation will participate in Give Big 

Gallatin Valley once again. In the spirt of our centennial year, anyone that 

gives $100 or more to Gallatin 4-H during the Give Big event will receive a 

Gallatin County 4-H tote bag.  We have partnered with Murdoch's in 

Bozeman to have a table on May 5th to promote Give Big and 4-H.  The 

foundation set a goal to raise $5000 during Give Big. You can help us by 

spreading the word to family, friends, neighbors, co-workers, and anyone 

else that has a passion for 4-H and the Gallatin Community.  

 

The logo below is for our centennial and the theme for the fair for 4-H is    

ñ4-H Grown for 100 Yearsò 
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 Any advertiser worth their salt knows that one of the first rules of advertising success is repeat 
exposure.  Any good 4-H leader knows that communicating effectively with member families is also one of the 
keys to success.  And member families also have a responsibility to seek out the communication channels 
and find the information they are going to need to be successful in their project. 

And as parents, we all know that our kids need to hear a message roughly one million, sixteen times from 
various sources in order for them to take notice.  Adults maybe only need to hear a message roughly five 
hundred thousand, eight times. 

Communication is important.  Communication is important in 4-H because there are lots of things that need to 
happen.  It is especially important that we communicate with families new to 4-H and new to a project since 
that first year can be a little (or a lot) overwhelming. 

One channel of communication is this newsletter.  As leaders, we need to make sure our upcoming 
information is in the newsletter.  As parents, we need to make sure we actually read the newsletterðmaybe 
not the whole thing, but at least the parts that apply to us. 

Another channel of communication is email.  It is an effective way to remind members of upcoming meetings, 
deadlines, requirements, and other important information.  Email also creates a sort of trail that member 
families can look back on if they need information for, say, their record books.   

Project and club meetings are a very straightforward way to communicate.  We went to a meeting this week 
and were handed a sheet of paper with all the project meeting dates, rules, and expectations on it. It will be 
going on our fridge for reference purposes.  Talk about repeat exposure!  Also, at these meetings, parents 
meet other parents who are first year parents in the same boat that seems lost in then Kelly Green 4-H sea 
and those that are seasoned enough to offer navigation advice.  Both these connections are 
invaluable!  Nobody is alone in this 4-H thing! 

The phone is possibly my favorite channel of communication.  I get quite a few calls from parents wondering 
what time a meeting is, when a deadline is, what direction they should consider going next, or even looking 
for perspective or advice that is related to the project.  I love every one of these conversations.  I even told 
one mom when she told me she was from 4-H that I already liked where this conversation was going.  I have 
also gotten calls from project leaders who were keeping track of our progress in a project and making sure 
we were on track for what we needed.  

The Extension Office and the employees do a good job of communicating with us.  But we need to keep in 
mind that they are two and a half people communicating with an astounding number of volunteers and an 
even more astounding number of members and parents in an astounding number of projects!  We all need to 
be proactive in this 4-H adventure.  As leaders we need to put our information out there through at least two 
or three of the available channels, just as any good advertiser would.  We need to be available for 
questions.  And as parents and members, we need to not be afraid to ask questions if we donôt understand 
something. 

While repeating our message one million, sixteen times or five hundred thousand, eight times may seem like 
overkill, we need to keep in mind that the message needs to get to the right person at the right time at least 
once.  This is just one part of setting our member families up for success in the awesome adventure of 4-H 
here in Gallatin County. 

 

           Heidi Donnelly 
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Gallatin County 4-H Teens Present:  

Olympic Camp! 

 

 

Date: June 13-16  

Place: Hyalite Youth Camp 

Cost:  $150 4-H members age 9-14  ($170 

non 4-H member) 

 

Sign up by May 1st.   

 

 

 

 

Activities and workshops include: 

¶ Ropes course with a climbing wall, zip line and bobsled swing 

¶ Gokarts (no engines) for slalom racing 

¶ Olymic scavenger hung 

¶ Wilderness biathlon 

¶ Laser maze obstacle course 

¶ All day hiking adventure 

¶ Dancing 

¶ Canoeing and water games 

¶ Campfire and Olympic Ceremony 

 

This camp fills up fast so make sure to get your forms in soon! 

Upcoming Local Events 
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Upcoming Local Events 

Get a Free Fair Pass or Win Movie Tickets  

All certified volunteers that attend at least two trainings will receive a pass to the fair free (supported by ULC) 

We will have youth workshops that are focused on Citizenship and we will have a drawing for 2 movie tickets 

at each of those workshops. The April workshops are the following: 

 

April 15th 10:00am to 12:00pm @ Gallatin County Extension Office   

Take a Hike       Jessie Sheperd, MSU Student   

Outdoor Adventures helps to develop life skills by fostering stewardship and encouraging healthier lifestyle 

choices in youth. In this workshop we will go over some of the basics in preparing for your adventure so we 

can get outside and have fun!  

 

April 25th 6:00pm to 7:30pm  @ Gallatin County Extension Office  (Adult)  

Tech Tools to Keep Your Club or Project on Track  

Millie Veltkamp, MSU Extension Communication & Technology Coordinator.   

Club and project leaders are busy! Even with the best of intentions, it is easy to get off track and pretty soon 

the whole train has been derailed before it even gets out of the station. Since time is often limited, spend that 

time wisely. There are many technology tools available to help leaders be more efficient with communication 

and organization to free up time for more important things like building caring relationships and planning 

creative learning activities. Learn about a few of these tools  to keep your club or project group on track. As 

great as technology and social media are, there are also some pitfalls to be aware of especially when 

working with youth. Social media and Internet safety best practices will also be shared.  

 

April 25th  6:00pm to 7:30pm @ Gallatin County Extension Office 

Citizenship    Schuyler Germann    Gallatin County Ambassador  

Come learn how to grow your 4-H roots and connect with Gallatin County 4-H over the past 100 years. How 

has Gallatin county 4-H evolved and how has it stuck to its roots? What was the first project in Gallatin 

County 4-H? What are some of the significant events that have happened in Gallatin County 4-H over the 

past century and how have they shaped the 4-H we know and love today? Come to the April Youth 

Citizenship session and discover all of this and more! 

Save the date for future trainings May 30th  
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Upcoming Local Events 

http://montana4h.org/programs/events/mt-contests.html
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Give Big Gallatin Valley   ***Save the Date***  May 4th & 5th  

The Gallatin County 4-H foundation will participate once again in the Give Big Gallatin Valley event this year. 

On May 4th and 5th people are able to donate to over 100 local non-profits.  The Gallatin 4-H Foundation is 

working on some big plans so we hit our goal this year.  You will start seeing more information as we get 

closer to the event and please share with your friend and family.  

https://www.givebiggv.org/
http://montana4h.org/programs/events/mt-contests.html

