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4-H in Powell County and beyond 

Show Camp 

 Show camp was held 
at the Blue Ribbon Pavillon in 
June  and was expanded this 
year to include members in the 
District 5 4-H area. We had 18 
4-H members participate. Kids 
brought their animals, sleeping 
bags and enthusiasm for two 
great days of hanging out in the 
barn. This year Extension 
Agent Jodi Pauley put some 
older 4-H members who had 

attended show camp before to work helping the first year 
members. Friday night participants worked on showman-
ship skills and every participant showed all species of ani-
mals. Many of the participants had never handled a beef 
animal before and this is where the older members spent 
lots of time with the younger kids showing them proper 
show techniques.  

 The next day was instruction on how to fit the ani-
mal for the show. All the kids had to give their animal a 
bath and then  learned how to handle combs and clippers to 
make their animal shine. One 4-H member who has taken 
the hog project for many years 
helped the kids fit their hogs; a 
recently graduated 4-H member 
helped the beef kids and 4-H lead-
ers helped the lamb kids. Another 
4-H member proposed having a 
scavenger hunt on the skills they 
learned after all the fitting was 
done. She put together the teams 
and all the questions and then it 
was up to the kids to put their 
skills to the test. All the kids won 
some great door prizes sponsored 

by Murdoch’s.  
After the camp 
many of the 
members partici-
pated in our local 
Jackpot Show 
and used the 
skills they 
learned in the 
show ring. The camp is designed for members in their first 
through third year of the project to come learn how to con-
fidently practice the skills needed to fit and show their ani-
mals. As a result of show camp, I witnessed one of my first  
year lamb members who had never had an animal before 
learn the skills she needed so that at the fair she won Super 
Starter showmanship. Her skills from when she started at 
show camp to the experience she gained by fair were 
astounding not only in her skill set but in her confidence 
level as well.   

 

4-H Fun Day 

 

 For the past 32 years, District 5 has been hosting 4-H 
Fun Day in October in Deer Lodge for the majority of 
those years.  This year over 90 youth from four counties 
participated in a variety of workshops that were put on by 
leaders and 4-H members. Skills were learned in cooking, 
arts and crafts, science and much more. This year District 5 
4-H also wanted to focus on community service. Through a 
grant from the Montana 4-H Foundation for leadership 
training, 34 fleece blankets were bought and all of the 
youth spent a workshop period tying fleece blankets. The 
blankets were divided among the four counties attending to 
give to the elderly, nursing homes, hospitals, or an organi-
zation of their choice. This is just another example of 4-H 
youth giving back to their communities.  

 

Younger members learning from one of our beef members at camp. 
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Advanced Beef Tour  

 About 10 years ago a group of Extension Agents want-
ed to provide some extra opportunities to members enrolled 
in the beef project. It was felt that Montana is one of the top 
beef producing states in the nation and that with our older   
4-H members an opportunity was being missed on careers 
in the beef industry, marketing strategies, feeding opportu-
nities and businesses that rely on the beef industry. Thus the 
advanced beef tour was developed and on odd years is 
planned in different areas of the state so that 4-H members 
can learn more about the beef industry. This year the tour 
was held in Powell County. With over 30 participants from 
across the state, 4-H members and their families spent two 
days learning about agriculture in Powell County. The first 
day was spent learning history at the Grant-Kohrs historical 
ranch and then having dinner with Travis Cline who talked 
about his business of Artificial Insemination and Embryo 
transfer work on cattle.  

 The next day we 
loaded the bus and 
stopped at the Graveley 
Ranch in Avon to learn 
what a Beaverslide does 
during the haying season. 
We then traveled to 
Helmville to the Mannix 
Brothers Ranch to learn 
about diversification and 
keeping the next genera-

tion on the ranch. One of the ways they are doing this is 
through grass fed beef. We traveled down the valley to the 
Thomas Hereford Ranch in Gold Creek to learn about how 
using production records has played a key role in bull and 
female selection and how the Thomases have developed 
some international 
markets for their beef. 
In late afternoon, we 
rolled back into the 
Deer Lodge Valley 
and were privileged to 
visit the Prison Ranch 

with the highlight being a tour of the dairy facility with 
their famous ice cream to be enjoyed by all. 4-H members 
developed an appreciation for the diversification that agri-
culture has to offer and also knowledge was gained that 
there are several unique employment avenues when it 
comes to the Ag Industry in Montana.  
 

Cover crops are finding an interest 
 Cover crop interest is becom-
ing more and more of a viable tool for 
land producers in Powell County. 
Through the combined efforts of the 
NRCS, three producers in Powell and 
Deer Lodge Counties took cover crops 
seriously this year in an effort to in-
crease production. A tour of these 
fields was set up for other local produc-
ers to see what went right and what 
didn’t for these producers. One of the 
producers has been doing cover crop 
rotation for about three years and ex-

perimenting with different types of cocktail mixes of plants. 
He also uses his crop not only for soil health but also for 
grazing. Another producer needed to take out an old alfalfa 
stand and found his soils to be hard pan so the focus of that 
field was to use radishes and turnips along with some grains 
that were used for haying and aftermath grazing. Another 
producer wanted to rejuvenate an old hay meadow without 
having to do conventional farming and he planted a cocktail 
mix to help with soil health and his goal was to use it for 
grazing. The one thing he commented on was that the seed 
was relatively inexpensive and to no-till drill it was a lot 
cheaper than conventional farming. He saw some tremen-
dous results on his field with some of the radishes being 
over a foot long. The only detriment for him was the elk 
came and ate most of it to the ground before he could use it 
for cattle grazing. Cover crops for this area continue to be 
an educational component for both Extension and the 
NRCS in Powell County.  

Beaverslide in the background 

Ag is the backbone of Powell County  

Local producers and interested folks take a look at cover crops in the 

Deer Lodge Valley.  

David Mannix with some of his grass fed beef. 



Contact Us 

Montana State University Extension is an 

ADA/EO/AA Veteran’s Preference Employer 

and provider of educational outreach. 
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Extension in our Communities 

Community Garden 

 Food in the United States travels an average of 1300 miles 
from farm to fork, changes hands half a dozen times, and consumes 
10 calories of fossil-fuel energy to produce a single calorie of mod-
ern supermarket food (Kloppenburg, Hendrickson and Stevenson, 
1996, Pollan, 2008). Producing food locally greatly reduces the 
greenhouse gas emissions related to transportation of food. With 
that said, it was once again another great year with the Community 
Garden in which we saw more growth, more vegetables and more 
community involvement. Extension Agent Jodi Pauley feels this is 
one of the most positive community development projects that 
Deer Lodge has embraced. One of the garden volunteers travels 
around to other community gardens to get ideas and he felt we have 
one of the best gardens in the state as far as layout, how well the 
vegetables grow and how well it is run by the volunteers. Volun-

teers spent over 400 hours of service for the garden this year. This 
included building new boxes, filling the boxes with soil, upkeep of 
the grounds, garden tour and a pick your own farmers market. This 
year the garden grew from 24 outside plots to 41 plots and in the 
greenhouse we are now at capacity growing from 19 boxes to 24. 
Some garden statistics: one grower produced over 86 lbs. of Spa-
ghetti Squash in her plot; in the greenhouse over 53 lbs. of toma-
toes were produced from a 4’ x 4’ plot even though there was some 
blossom end rot; the average plot outside which is a 4’ x 8’ area 
produced roughly 72 lbs. of produce, providing many fresh vegeta-
bles to our local growers. The pick your own farmer’s market was a 
huge success with garlic being the top seller and sought after ingre-
dient of participants.  It has been a great way to use an abandoned 
space to let our garden community flourish.  
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