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     MSU Extension Chouteau County provides research- 

based agricultural education and outreach to farmers and 

ranchers.     

     Agricultural education and outreach for farmers was 

achieved through a cropping seminar and MSU Agricultural 

Research Center/MSU Extension Chouteau County and 

MARC/MECC field days. The Golden Triangle Cropping 

Seminar educated 60 producers about crop insect pests, cheat 

grass management, certified seed production, crop rotations, 

forage fertilization and cereal crop varieties. Producers who 

attended the seminar reported significant economic impacts. 

Six producers will try different spring or winter wheat 

varieties ($270,000 estimated economic impact on six 2000 

acre farms). Three producers will change their forage 

fertilization program. Two producers will improve their crop 

rotation program. One producer will improve cheat grass 

management and one producer will improve their pest 

monitoring program.  MARC/MECC  field days  near the 

Knees, Loma and Geraldine educated 52 producers on 

management of cereal grains.  

     Chouteau County Extension educated 445 Golden 

Triangle producers on Integrated Pest Management (IPM) or 

pesticides in the environment. IPM programs updated 

producers on a variety of topics including stripe rust, jointed 

goat grass, wheat stem sawfly, army and pale western 

cutworms and wireworms.  

     Thirty producers attended the Fundamentals for Farm 

Families workshop sponsored by MSU Extension Chouteau 

County. Classes were in livestock management, first aid, 

food preparation, farm safety, a producer panel, and farm 

management. One producer wrote, “I learned some new ideas 

and tools to make my family and farm safer and more 

efficient.” According to the Montana Department of Labor, 

22.2% of  2014 fatalities in Montana happened on farms and 

ranches.    

     Over 130 producers attended an intermediate marketing 

seminar at the 2014 Montana Grain Growers annual 

convention in Great Falls.  The class format was a 

recommendation of the MSU Extension Chouteau County 

Advisory council. One producer made $2 per bushel above 

market price as a result of attending the class, resulting in a 

$160,000 increase in profitability.  
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     Chouteau County Extension provides access to useful 

information and expert knowledge via workshops, 

demonstrations, community meetings, publications, videos, 

the internet and other learning opportunities. 

     MSU researchers and educators work together to help 

communities, business, families, environment and 

agricultural enterprises thrive. 
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Community Health and Wellness  

 
 
 

Healthcare Surge Planning  
 
     Chouteau County was chosen to host a “Healthcare 

Surge Planning Workshop for Frontier Settings.”  The 

Centers for Disease Control/Healthcare Preparedness 

Activity (CDC/HPA) and Oak Ridge Associated 

Universities (ORAU) selected Chouteau County after 

reviewing applications from rural communities across the 

nation. This workshop was a natural follow-up to the 2012 

pandemic response workshop held in Fort Benton that was 

facilitated by the Institute of Medicine. The first workshop 

focused on public perception of appropriate response to a 

pandemic, while this second workshop focused on 

healthcare agencies preparedness efforts. Nine months of 

planning culminated in the intense two-day workshop that 

was held in Fort Benton on May 13 & 14. There was 

outstanding response to this rare opportunity to benefit 

from the expertise of CDC and ORAU staff. Health care 

agencies from six neighboring counties (Pondera, Cascade, 

Teton, Judith Basin, Fergus, and Hill) and the Rocky Boy 

Reservation in addition to Chouteau County were 

represented. Also present were the following State 

agencies: Department of Public Health and Human 

Services (DPHHS) Hospital Preparedness section; 

Emergency Medical Services and Trauma Section; 

Montana Rural Health Agency; and Montana Disaster & 

Emergency Services. In total there were 54 individuals 

from Montana and 21 individuals representing Federal 

partners. The networking was a key component to the 

workshop as participants divided into breakout groups to 

discuss and explore alternatives for handling surge 

capacity in the event of a pandemic disease outbreak. 

Workshop participants focused on evaluating four 

“Alternative Care Systems:  at-home independent care; 

rapid patient screening site; infectious patient center; and 

recovering non-infectious patient center. The notes from 

the workshop will be compiled and a written narrative 

report completed. Emergency healthcare agency personnel 

will work on formalizing a pandemic response plan and 

follow through on the next steps identified during the 

workshop. The results of this workshop will be shared with 

other counties in Montana, since many of them face the 
same challenges as Chouteau County. 

 

 

Health Fair Survey  

     The Extension Agent worked with Angela Bangs at 

MSU College of Nursing on a survey of participants in the 

last two bi-annual health fairs in Chouteau County. The 

goal of the survey was to determine impact from the health 

fairs based on participant’s reported actions. A 60% return 

rate for the survey confirmed a positive impact for the 

participants. For example: 43% reported that the blood 

tests identified health concerns and 83% discussed their 

test results with their healthcare provider; 80% felt the fair 

helped their household become healthier; 49% are eating 

more fruits and vegetables; 32% eating less saturated fats; 

23% eating less salt; and 31% have increased their exercise 

level.   

 

Breakout group discussing “alternative care systems” options. 
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Master Gardener Program Yields  
340 Hours of Community Service 
 

 A Level 1 Master Gardener Program was offered in 

Chouteau County.  Seventeen gardeners completed their 

training. Gardeners learned about soils, plant biology, 

vegetables, lawns, irrigation, insects, diseases, trees, shrubs 

and integrated pest management. Seventeen Master 

Gardeners  will return approximately 340 hours of volunteer 

service to the community through this program. In addition,  

95 gardeners attended Extension sponsored horticultural 

programs in Chouteau County including  herb production, 

an orchard tour and Integrated Pest Management in trees.  

This community service and horticulture education will 

help improve community aesthetics and reduce pesticide 

use.  

 

Emergency Preparedness Grants 

Augment County Funding 
     As a result of Chouteau County Extension efforts in 

coordination with Disaster and Emergency Services, the 

county received $55,850 in Homeland Security grant 

funding this year. An additional $70,000 grant award was 

recently approved to purchase an emergency generator for 

the Courthouse. This positive impact helps relieve the 

current county budget and saves taxpayers’ funds. The grant 

funds have been utilized to update the  County Emergency 

Operations Plan, review  the County Mitigation Plan, 

review pandemic planning protocols; for completion of 

resource inventory for the CDC workshop;  and for 

hazardous materials training for responders and numerous 

individuals completing incident command courses. 

12,991 Pounds of Electronic Waste 

Collected for Recycling  

  

      

 

 

 

 

 

      The fourth annual electronic recycling event for 

Chouteau County was held in April. It was held in 

conjunction with the Fort Benton spring clean-up weekend. 

Besides electronic recycling, The event also included 

clothing, shoes, toys, appliances, and scrap metal. The event 

was a huge success with 125 vehicles dropping off items to 

be recycled. 12,991 pounds of electronics were recycled in 

addition to 1,308 pounds of textiles,  and 3.5 tons of 

appliances and scrap metal. The recycle committee has 

recycled a total of 73,586 pounds of electronics and textiles 

in the past four years.  The volunteer recycling committee 

meets on a regular basis and has made great advancements 

including the  purchase of a trailer to haul recyclables to 

Great Falls; setting up a permanent recycling site at the 

Dedman Foundation; purchasing a cardboard compacting 

machine; and regular collections of paper, cardboard, 

plastic and cans. 

  

Chouteau County High School 

Juniors and Seniors Learn about 

Agricultural Career Opportunities 

     Twenty–six agricultural businesses educated 73 

Chouteau County Juniors and Seniors on employment 

opportunities in Chouteau County in an effort to promote 

Chouteau County Growth and agricultural related careers. 

One student wrote the following, “The ag business day 

helped me to think of other ways  to give back to my 

community like combining architecture and agriculture for 

the common good.” 

Extension Programs Benefit the Public   



Contact Us 

Montana State University Extension is an 

ADA/EO/AA Veteran’s Preference Employer 

and provider of educational outreach. 

www.msuextension.org 

4-H & Youth Programs “ Learning in Progress”  

 The 4-H program cultivates responsibility in youth 

through experiential learning, which promotes youth and 

community development. Youth education and outreach was 

achieved through Market Animal Quality Assurance 

(MAQA), 4-H camp, Ag Days, project/demonstration day, 

State 4-H Rec Lab,  noxious weed education for hunter 

safety classes and the Chouteau County 4-H Fair.  

 Twenty-six 4-H youth received MAQA certification. 

MAQA is a program designed to teach 4-H youth about 

producing a quality product. The goal is to assure livestock 

buyers that they are purchasing a safe, nutritious and good 

tasting product. Youth learn the importance of taking good 

care of their market animals. The end result is promotion of 

market animal quality, 4-H and the livestock industry.    

 4-H camp took place at the Kiwanis campground south 

of Havre. Eight youth participated with Blaine, Phillips, 

Toole, Liberty, Pondera and Glacier County. The camp was 

an excellent opportunity for youth to meet new people and 

develop confidence and leadership skills.  

 Chouteau County Ag days educated 100 fourth and fifth 

graders about the importance of  agriculture to Chouteau 

County and the state of Montana. Planning for the event was 

a collaborative effort between Extension, the Conservation 

Districts, School Principals, FFA, 4-H, NRCS and Farmers 

Union. Youth learned about soils, grain from field to bread 

loaf, poultry and water fowl, soil erosion, and livestock on 

the ranch.    

 Fifty-three 4-H youth participated in project/

demonstration day. Youth developed skills in rocketry, 

gardening, crafts, scrap booking, dancing, wool spinning and 

public speaking.   

 Chouteau County Extension provided Entomology 

Education  to 56 youth at the Cascade County 4-H camp and 

the State 4-H REC lab in Livingston.  

 Forty-six youth were educated in noxious weed 

awareness and hunter/landowner relations.  

 The 4-H county fair provided educational opportunities 

including project interview judging, market livestock weigh-

in, bred-heifer ultrasounds,  market animal showmanship and 

confirmation, the heifer show, small animal show, round 

robin, awards ceremony, market livestock sale and 4-H 

carcass judging.  
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4-H Youth learn the importance of taking good care of their market 
animals in the Market Animal Quality Assurance Program.  

Chouteau County 
For Everyone… 

Chouteau County Extension is your MSU resource. 

Take advantage of education, community building 

and access to hundreds of free and low-cost educa-

tional publications.  MSU Extension serves the pub-

lic with resources on topics that range from protect-

ing the environment, growing crops and raising 

livestock to managing finances, growing businesses, 

building communities and supporting healthy fami-

lies.  
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